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GREEK CHURCH- 



CHAPTER I. 



Thb political independence of Greece, or of the 
greater portion of Greece, which appears at length 
to be permanently secured, will probably satisfy 
the speculations and the hopes of the mere politi- 
cian ; he will perceive in its establishment the im<- 
mediate liberation of an intelligent people from the 
oppression of a foreign government, from the 8uf«> 
ferings and degradation of slavery; and he will 
toreaee in its action and development the advanoe 
of' civilization and knowledge, the rich rewards of 
commercial activity, the splendour of national pros*- 
perity. 

And this is indeed a splendid prospect, on which 
no genarbus mind will dwell with indifference ; and 
we cannot doubt that the measures which are tend* 
ing to realize it^ to whatsoever objections of mo* 
mentary inexpediency they may have been liable^ 
will be the subject of more ardent applause with 
every race .of our posterity, than any political 
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2 THE GREEK CHURCH. 

achievement of this age. For, though the judg- 
ment and feelings of statesmen may sometimes be 
subdued by fears of instant evil, or hope of present 
advantage, it is certain that history, in her noble 
office of retribution, neither medsUre&( the grandeur 
of events by the limits of the scene on which they 
pass, nor is so blinded by considerations of interna- 
tional justice, as to overlook the natural and uni- 
versal claims of humanity. 

But, however important the blessings which will 
imm^iately result to Greece frotn piditieal ir^ 
generation^ and which may set at rest the anxiety 
of her ordinary friends^ there are still some Irbo 
^e more deeply interested in ho: destini^ m well 
from the peculiar affection which they bear to 
herself, as from their general solicitttde tot the iaiN 
proyenikent apd wel&re of n^an. Th^e are mmoq 
|fiK>viilqe her restoration to, liberty » only as Ihft 
momfi p{ re^ivii^ virtues which aro extinet^ of 
tu^eating thote which hate not hitbeartp existed ; and 
irho truly consider the proper end and object of 
every exertion in her favour, to be her abtolute 
Viottd xefamiation< 

The great neeessity of such.riBformaiki^mifl not 
now dispptisd, even by her s^ost partial advooatevt 
but as these are generally diia|X)Bed to expect it as 
the obvious and instant result of national indepeD^ 
dence^ they dismiss all thought and care regpea!^ 
ing an event of suoh sf^cf&ung certainly. 
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Buty'm trotb, tike dnroiiilistaaM i^hidi oomiiBd 
ihe mcaai impcmmamtB of A natmi wi& diangei 
in it» political eabstitulioD^ «re natfaev so simple in 
Aek kind^ nor «o «8fjr and nqpid in tber a€tkm« as 
some are ditpostd to imagbe; aod thoiigbyiii th« 
§itdden cMUting off df sla^rery; many foul and in* 
liir«[it tpotft and staias^ may fall away with it^ nraeh 
timei and the oo-ope^alion of many instrumenti) af« 
fequidite before any general alteration can be 
nirbught in the nature and internal constitution of 
tbe body. 

The application of thede instruments muse, in 
each case, be regulated by the diaracter of the peo- 
ple, and the description of the vices to be contended 
with ; and the more frequently and serioMsly we 
meditate on tl^ meand most efficacious for the morttf 
r^eneration of Greece, the less does it seem pos- 
sible to separate that consummation from the hope 
of her religious refi^*niation. For the habits of the 
Greeks are, in maiiy respects, so peculiarly int^- 
Ifoven with their fidth and their superstitions, that 
if in all cotmtries the dependence of morality on 
religion be suffidently evident, that connexion is 
perhaps nowhere sk> clode and so necessary as in 
Greece. 

' And, certainly, the most superficial observer of 
fihpeek character mvrst have noticed, among its most 
prominent features, a strong sense of religious duty, 
and of the subinssion SiS& td k higher order of 

b2 
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4 THB GREEK CHURCH* 

bejngs. That tins natural iiidinatacm to. piety has 
been miadirected to objeots uBwarthy, . and ccm- 
vertedby suecdsdve corruptions into a passioafor 
ceremoaiiea and frivokms sup^nititiona, leads us ta 
kmei^ indeed, th»t such excellent energies hnre 
been abused 9o sinfully, but not to doubt their 
force, or to despair of their future a^qdicadoa^tai 
ncbler purposes. For it has ever appeared to me^ 
that that ardent and obstinate adheresice to ,tb^. 
duties imposed by his priest, and mistaken for las 
rehgion, which supports the Greek thrpii|^. his 
seve^ fasts and rigid observances, woUld acquire 
additional strength and constancy, by the substilur 
tion of purer i^ules of obedience, derived from the 
sincerity of truth. And. ossoredly the spirit, ^hich 
h so easily kindled by every vulgar, superstition* 
would burn more clearly and bi^^tly by the afqplir; 
cation of a holier £ame« 

These are sqme.of the.consideratioiis which biive^ 
led me to investigate the real nature of tHe^reli^oa 
now professed by the Christians of the East, and the 
extent of the corruptions which have grown over it ; 
£pr if it be probable (as I am disposed sincerely tpi 
belieye) that the recent change in their political 
condition will finally lead to a more perfect r^gpne-^ 
ration, I trust that it is not an unprofitable employ- 
ment, so to examine their errors ^s to point out also 
the foundation of their hopes. And it may happen^ 
that the general and candid discussion both of the 
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one and of the others will cbntribiite in ddmede^ 
gree to bring about the result we pray for. ' 

But to those wbo'shall not admit that probaUUty 
•—who think it fanciful to expect a change in na» 
ticmal religion, from a change of national govern^ 
meet, and perceive no connexion between these in 
their corruptions or renovation — I am unable to 
suggest any prospect for Greece^ except the most 
gloomy and most fearful ; in the despair of religious 
reformation, I can foresee no other. alternative than 
general' Infidelity. For we are not so blind as to 
imagine that an active and curious people, starting 
from absolute ignorance into the brightness of 
sudden civilizatioUj, and exulting in the vanity of 
intellectual licence, will continue, even for one 
geheratiph, implicitly to believe, or. obsequiously 
to follow, the legends and practices of their fore-* 
father^. • And when we reflect on the absolute 
apostacy which has been introduced into some Bo* 
man Catholic countries, even by the gradiul de^, >Ji^- 
velopment of thought and knowledge^ we cannot 
contemplate) without deep apprehension, the con-* 
sequences which may follow, where the political 
change has been so violent both in nature and cir- 
cumstance, and where the religion is, in many re- 
5pects not less corrupted than the other : while the 
mixture* of levity and impatience, which peculiarly 
marks the Greek character, must prepare us for the 
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probability of a if^i^fftpuieition from the extrema 
of credulity to thftj f^^^];^!^^ 

For my own pai^tft l-am-i^ot slightly iinpre«Bed 
with this apprehension ; nor does it appear that the 
danger can otherwise be obviated, than by an early 
and efficient reform in the Church of Greece. Re- 
specting the extent, aKld.ipBans of such reform— by 
what principles it rf^igJftjCiainly.to be directed, to 
what objects a4dress^f^by what limits restricted^. 
(questions of no common delicacy and difficulty,) 
we shall be able to i!^peak more conitdently after 
some enquiry itito the actual condition of that 
Church. ; J }) 

But if there be atfy Christian whom these coii- 
siderations shall fail to interest, I fear that it 
will be vain to urge j^pon him any mothres of n 
more general and less practical nature. And yet; 
surely^ there must be many among us, who 
would think it sinful to approach, with tboughta 
untouched by pious emotion, those hallowed regions 
which nourished the infancy of Christianity ; for, 
whatsoever light af pleasing enchantment inaybe 
thrown upon their antique features by the con- 
quests of human genius, by the memory of gl<»{ous 
achievement, by the hope of proud regeneration, 
out deepest affections, our most grateful and en- 
during recollectioils, must at length repose and fiit 
thoi^Eiselves in the combats and triumphs of that re* 
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li^n, by whidi' the kiAmdtMl esktenee of every 
one of us 18 every moment «ff€filed^ by which all our 
MtioDi wd allour pvocpecttorf influenoed. And 
therefiire should we not be eweless to acknowledge 
the various ties which attach us to the earliest home 
of Christianity ^ nor may we coldly overlook the 
religious condition of those who have transmitted t» 
us that blessing* For if it be something that they 
bandied skilfully the pen and the chisdl, thi^t they 
reasoned ingeniously, that they speculated elegantly^ 
that they described faithfully,-'— it is of much nearer 
ooncemment to us, that they comprehended the 
unrefined simplicity of the Gospel, that they lived 
by its precepts, that they perished for its truth.) 
that they guarded the sacred deposit under every 
circumstance of oppression ; and then sent it forth 
to the comers of the worlds as a possession for every 
race and every age of man. 

There is still another consideration, which we 
should never lose sight of during the progress of 
such inquiries ; not contented with a cold and bar- 
ren assent to its truth, but ever gathering from it 
the rich and glowing fruits of charity and Christian 
benevolence. It is this — in tracing the line which 
separates us from any church or sect of fellow- 
Christians, we perceive that, though they deviate 
in some certain tenet^ in ceremony, in government, 
from the path which we find reason to follow, they 
are bound and united to us by the thousand 
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-inoral tonnexiloDs and relatknis of the GocikS. O^ir 
differences are usually on matters of obscure inv«8«> 
ligation, or uncertam importance; our agreement 
is on all that is obvious to our understandings aiid 
on all, perhaps, that is necessary for !our oonduet 
Our differences are few, and easily niimbered^ahd 
accounted for ; our agreements are as numenms as 
the precepts of our religion^ as our affections, as our 
hopes, as our duties. The basis of our union, the 
substance and essence of our concord, extends, with* 
out limit, through every act, and thought, and 
feature of life; through all our interests, through 
all our passions ; everywhere pervading the social 
system, and filUng it with universal charity. 
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CHAPTER II, 

From the narrow limits of regenerate Greece, 
which have merited the tribute of our first at» 
tention, and will continue to claim our principal 
notice, we shall now advance into that exten- 
sive field assigned to our researches, which is 
bounded on the north by the boundaries of the 
Russian empire, and by the extreme, hills of 
Abyssinia on the south. It is true that the con- 
tinuity of this province of Christ's kingdom is inter- 
rupted by the vast, but thinly-peopled tracts which 
spread their barrenness from Egypt to Sennaar ; but 
of the rich and populous countries which lie between 
those distant extremities, some are exclusively, and 
all are partially, inhabited by Christians. 

The great majority of oriental Christians remain 
attached to the orthodox church — ^for besides the 
Walachians, Moldavians, Servians, and Greeks pro- 
perly so called, there are very many thousands who, 
under that name, and professing that faith, are scat- 
tered through Bulgaria and the broad extent of 
Boumelia, Albania, and Asia MintH: ; and they are 
even mixed, though in much smaller numbers, with 
the heretics of S3rria, Ass3nJa, and Egypt. These 
heretics are divided by the Greek theologians iiMo 
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four descriptions,* the Armenians, Copts, Maro- 
nites, and Nestonians. The two first are accused of 
attachment to the errors of the Monophy sites; and 
thisy IJUNigh it may io some degree be true of both, 
appBes more strictly to the Copts than to the Ar- 
menian^; jbut the real truth is probably this^ thut 
not one among the people, and a very small pro- 
portion of the priesthood of either nation, have any 
knowledge of the nature of the dispute, or any 
decided opinion on the subject. They are aware, 
indeed, that, for some reason or other, they do not 
acknowledge as their head the Patriarch of Con«> 
stantinopt^ but govern their own church after 
their own fashion ; and, contenting themselves with 
this .visible^ and intelligible distinction, they are little 
curious about the speculative differences which may 
have produced it. And it is equally certain, now 
that the .ardour of controversy is extinguished, 
that the orthodo:t church is less d^ply scandalized 
by their heresy than by their schism. 

The Maronites are Syriansi chiefly inhabitant^ 

* I have adopted the dlidsion of Cyril Lucar, given ia h|s 
thirteenth Letter, as published by Aymon (Monumens Authen- 
tiqnes de la Religion des Grecs, &c., p. 148.) The Patriarch 
has expressed his abhorrenee of these misgvidad penons nituu 
more warmly than became his usual moderation and humanity { 
and therefore I will not omit the mention of a singular error 
iato which he haJi himself fallen, in oonfounding the Jaeobitet 
with the Nestonians.. These are his words: ^* Jacobitip^ est viU 
issima et spurcissima natio, neque 4e iUa est quod aliquid scribf. 
tor nisi quod ob hssresin soam Nesterianam nos latere non de* 
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ot Mount Xibanus, and profete the "Roman Ctdi^ 
Me faitit. ft is not certain how far thcj tfomfi^ 
hend or how closely they embrace the Aoctibii^'49f] 
Rome, but it is known that they publiely ttd^Hfir' 
the supremacy of the Pope and the forms b^l^ 
government; and it is beUeved that their fidelity 
is occasionally encouraged by the remittance ot 
eonsiderable sums of money. 8ome remains of 
Ae Nestorians are found in Chaldea, Mesopotaasiia, 
Persia, &c.^ and these are still said to form the most 
lespeetaUe portion of oriental Christtans. t ^'- 

Of these four classes of heretics, the AftiL&i^ani^ 
alone require any-fiiiHiher notice. They'^ai^ go** 
Teraed hy their patriarchs, one of whoitf ^f^des 
on the island df Aghtamar, and is held^lftflii 
friendly to the church. ISesides these,"*'*tittdaar 
patriarch is resident at Constantinople. ^tPhe tini2 
▼ersal aggresrfons of Rome have had raSHer mbrie 
success in Armenia than in Greece, for not only 
does the doctrine of transubstantiation* appear to 
be established by the church, but to tbe monastic 

• Uaya*, p. 47^ This nathor difftinoay i^^fpto Huf t^ 
Armenians have not fallen into the heresy of Eutyches. The 
number and importance of the tatinized portion' ^JT that peopte 
in Bwificmay Mt^8t«d lyy th« wrage f^n^^atim t0 w^^th^^txf 
were recently subjected by the Porte, Families ^e^e disp^rs^d, 
and non-conforming husbands and parents driVeii'into distant 
and perpetual eadle, by a goremmeni whiek I fjii^O aw aiua^ f ao 
fUima on the sympathy of any ctFiU^ ni^^^'vhf^ipuj^W 
transient admiration may be wrun^ from us^ by the ferocious 
htatreryef its subjects. ,^!~i3U :iu^ ^ 
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ofders of St. Gr^ory and St. BftsS^ that of St. 
Ikmiinic has been added. la other respects, I cmt 
observe little difference between the parent and the 
schismatic, except in as far as the latter U more 
rigid in her fasts and more mdiancholy in her festi-: 
vals; and even somewhat more ficivqlous in heat 
ceremonies, and more degraded in her superstition. : 

Of the various nations and tribes professing the 
(»rthod0x faith it will be proper to ^Eamine the 
actual moral condition, before we fproceed to as- 
certain th^ tenets of thdr church ; because evay 
inquiry of this kind should have some view, how- 
ever remote, to practical utility ; and as the moral 
system of every people is more or less connected 
with the nature of their religion and the masiner of 
its administration, we shall learn, perhaps, in this 
case, how far the corruptions in* the oriental cba- 
i^acter and worship have influenced each other, and 
how far any remedies apfdUied to the one might be 
effectual in impix>ving tiie other. 

That we may not waste oiu: time and en^gy by 
wandering over uncertain ground, we will, at pre- 
sent; restrict our remarks to the Principalities of 
^alachia and Moldavia, and to the republic of 
Greece ; because, respecting Servia, I cannot speak 
with the confidepce of personal observation, and be- 
cause the inhabitants of the capitals, Constantinople 
and Smyrna, are not fair specimens of the general 
population ; and also because to all these OQuntrieSy 
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to the PrimiMiMed as wdl as to'Gieee^ ^ gate» 
of milization ajqpear st laigth to hftve been 
thrown, open, so that the prao^Kal t^yplicadciii at 
our remarks ma^iiot 'be altogether hopeless. 
. I think it imposdhle to find two adjaoettt eoun- 
trifiB which preaeat tathe txavdler so strong afid' 
so injBtaructiye a cxmtiast as Transylyanm and 
Walac^ia. Nature has been equally prodigal to 
both, or has even lavished her feiTours more bountiw 
&Uj on the broad c^pen plains of the lattor: they 
are intersected by innumeraUe rivulets, and thmw^ 
out herbs, and wild plants, and shmbd in ranfc 
hixiirianee ; but they bear few traces of the hand oi 
man, and even the few they bear are indicative of 
his degradation. Transylvania is: inhabited > by lite 
same race of people, professing, for the most part/ 
the same rdigion ; and there the fields and vine^ 
yards are casoefully cultivated, and the produce ift 
ahundaXLt and cheap ; and facility of conmiunicatkm 
is secured by excellent roads and regular oonveyaneesw 
Apd what is of more importance, as it proves that 
the lower classes pairtipipate in the increasing pros* 
perity, new and decent cottages are rising in every 
quarter, and the dress and countenance of the pea- 
sant betoken a condition not bordering upon want. 
Such is the appearance of Austrian Walachia, 
that of a young and vigorous country rapidly ad- 
vancing to maturity. A narrow rivulet is crossed, 
and you enter^ by a road rising directly up/ the 
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»miii1iaui*0 ttde^ tbd Wdachk d Turfitjr. Giflti« 
T«lH)n Jifiarly tem^t a little Tuxldsh wfaaaid aiid 'm 
fewiiliBggliDg Vinetf oa the hill aidai ; xkk aiid^x^ 
tensive plains icamly tseickcd byvanyii^ad; ^a»' 
and disMil cdttaged disfigured by fiith and ikitleiy, 
Aid ft pofniktion whoife £Eito and mgs bespeak t&e 
teteenailiea of poverty and oppressioitt smiii ase 
the features of this provineet and ididh the objectsi 
whioh attend you almost to the gates of the oapitaL 

Budiaittt* is a rtty extoisive platie^ containing 
a varying population^ of which the aveiage niay he 
50 or 60,000 ; and as it consists almost eniirdy o£ 
large misshapen palaces and wretch^ huts^ it pz«N- 
dents a vei'y faithful picture of the pditical condi* 
tkxa of the people : for^ as.if their governmentt which; 
19 a despotism Jwkhin a despotism^ did not oecasioii 
aauffidency of misery, the cup is filled up by Ilia 
anraooe of a stupid and ignoraat nobility \f to these, 
the offices of state are generally sold, and madb 
profitaUa by cq>presffiion. 

A large proportion of the landed property (t 
assured a third) belongs to the Chttrob, and 



* Before the confusion introduced by the Greek revolution, 
the popttlffti<mt)f Bucharest was estimated at 80,000. 
i#/f ^¥9^^ P9^4iB9g!{iii;fl9 .kprlyil^ed cUm, and fob}M( to u» 
taxation, so that the revenues, which are fanned, are •extorted 
finmediately from the lower orders. This enrichment of the rich 
<m^9£ the povBVtytof :th« |ioor «06tM»d (kk ISOS) to be firogm^ 
sive, for I observed several new palaces in, a, «t^ <^ 9!f^K^9ttl$ 
but not one symptom or hope of improvement for the mass of the 
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ittmUm qufiirter^ at least, mae dbarityv^iitliffre 
hem ^pasted; bat I mbb vambh to obsmre tlMi 
Ae dtpmidetits <nr nmghboufi of the monailefiii. 
wtttfli^a ooadiHim at ^ better tbM tiiftt of tfaiifar 
iqiudid bretfirai) aad the eontratt between thdf 
eidUoa and llioee spacious and ^ell ecmstraeled 
buQdltigs, as it proved how Kttle they profited by 
the wealth even of their religious inslametOTS^ 
teetaed to set the seel of Meadlessness upon their 
nilseiy. And m it is that in uppeaitince flie Wa^ 
Isehians bear no t'esembknce to my other Christian 
people 5 but they have many striking pdnts of i*ttii* 
kiity tridi the Fellahs ct Egypt, the nidst degfnded - 
ef aB Mahometeis. The eoinpleidon and costume 
(when there is any) are not very different ; and ifl 
ihk inanner and physfognomy of both is equally 
eKpvessed that easy habit of obedience and acqul-^ 
esoence almost natural in hereditary slavery, which 
ieetts incompatible with any hope or mem<»ry of a 
better condition, and to which the Greeks were 
never leduced^ even in the Mtterest moments of 
dfipitsssion. 

It is not possible, lior is it desirable, that a im* 
Hkm so constituted and so governed shotdd be po<^ 
pulous. A country con^sting of more squai^ acres 
than the whole c^ andent Hellas, and of far mme 
rich and cultivable soil, does not contain (as far as 
I could learn with any certmnty) half a million of 
sonlS' Whatever has been said of Walaehia h 
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eqoalfy true ci the m^est jm^ince MbJdaVia, eK^ 
eept tbftt the oa{»tal of the hA^ isw^lia^, wii 
.the jCQiiintrj more tbialy pebplecb Their united 
]i^ild[>itant8 camxit exceed a miUixm; imd it is o» 
eka^evatiQii to assert that, with: ^lehvast natural 
tesouroes^ under a wise and y^cvous goyemmenty 
thatnuaiher might be quadrupled in less/than one 
century. 

It is right to obserye, that in tbe neighbourii^ 
{MXiyinoe of Bulgaria, inhabited partly hy M^hp^ 
mutatis and partly by Christians, and under the 
immediate goyernment of the Porte, the land k 
much better cultivated, the yilLtges mo^ dec^t^ 
and the people more agricultural and m<»:e .nuKief* 
reus. 

The mioial condition of the Wala^hians is de« 
scribed to be such as their poUtical dej(]:;adatio8i 
would lead us to ap{»:^end. In the capital, the 
eomiption (^manners is sidd to beuniy^sal^ and 
the insignifioance or eotire want of a middUng clas^ 
makes this yery aredS>Ie. Ajod if, an theoCher hand» 
it be true, (as I haye heard it frequently, asserted,) 
that capital offences :are of rare occurrence, we may 
yery probably attribute this forbearance to that 
absolute enervation which is occasioned by halHtual 
slayery, which destroys, with every other energy, 
even the courage to be greatly criminal. 

Their rdigion is that of the Greek church, con- 
taining such eprors and imperfecti<His as will, pre* 
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flefktly be described: But it woidd be as absiird^ cm 
the one hand, to attribute the morel d^i^i^etit of 
this people entirely to defects in their, rd^ibus 
^ysteib, as it would be erroneous, on the other, to 
deny the connexion of those defects with that der 
b&sement. Whatever purity of faith th^ might 
cttiginalty have possessed, it was not posside that 
they could long have endured so a^raVated a des- 
potistn, without great deterioration of charactesr, 
and the corruption of thar character, by a necessary 
reaction, would have affixed .some stains to their 
religion ; not perhaps by affecting the oi^hodoxy of 
their taiets, or working' any alteration on pdnts 
'diiefly speculative, for these are n).att^s which, 
bawev^ important in th^mselves, are very &intly 
and indirectly infkienced by the tnoral condition of 
those who profess them ; but by increasing priestly 
authority beyond its just limits, and ci?eatkig the 
long list of superstitious ceremonies which are ne- 
cessary to support it. Again, a rd^gion w:hich has ^^ 
thus suflbred by the national degradation fails nol,'^ ^ 

in- its turn, to discover new facihties of corruption, 
and' to infuse new poison into die wounds from 
which its own stains may have been originally com- 
mufncated. ' And thus, as in descending to the 
present degree of wretchedness, the moral and reli- 
gious systems have mutually exerted on each other 
a peifnicidus efficacy, so we lieed not doubt that any 
pentianent imptovejnait in the . former must be 
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i^tteiukdy if it be nut paMced^, bjr & praoticil i«fei% 
inaticm in the latt«r« 
I But in ihote unhappy coun^es of which ire ut€ 
ipeftking, no such change can be attempted or hoped 
for, imtil thejr AtSk hare passed ttaoi the dominion 
at thiB Turk for ever: here is the origin of the 
evil, and this the source of theur disgrace, their suf^ 
ferings and depopulation, which wiH endure and 
increase, without hope or chance of remedy, until 
the moment of an entire emancipatioa from the Ma* 
Ixmietati gcrvernmeaat. Statesmen who r^ulate th# 
exchange and transfer of provinces may, per^ 
haps, deem it of trifling importance to the inbabi*- 
tants under whidh of the civilized governments of 
Europe they may happen to be placed ; but ere 
they restore a Christian state to the sceptre of th# 
Sultan, shotild they not pause for one moment to 
inquire to what condition of existence they are 
about to consign it ? %ould they not paUse to re-^ 
collect, that the rule of the Porte, however incon^ 
stant in severity and capricious in indulgence to 
its Mahometan subjects, has at no time visited its 
(Mrisimn rajahs with any other feelings than those 
of suspicion and hatred^^or with any other treat- 
ment than such as attests the intcsisity cf tbos6 
feelings ? And in truth, on the assumption of ^beit 
natural and necessary hostility to the govanment, 
they have been ever and everywhere plundered and 
outraged, hot more JBrom individual avarice or inaof> 
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ymee, l3ioh from the ddiberate caime^mi that th^ 
poapeAty must be dttigdroiii ta the empire. There 
ie no probafadity that diis policy oon ever dumge^ 
fer the Turkiis not ignordnt that my rdasation of 
ngmr would be attributed to no better motire 
thiol Weakness, and would increase the power at 
those whom it relieyed, without securing thefa* fide- 
Uty €ft gratitude. 

With this afflicting prospect befoi^ us j ought we 
not to express an ardent hope^ that no pditicai 
circumstances may make it necessary to offer up 
fhe Principalities once more to Turkish rapacity P 
To whatsoever destiny that ri<ih aiid extensive coun- 
try, fertilized by nature for the maintenance of a 
numerous and flourishing population— *to what- 
iKiever government that Christian people may finally 
be consigtied^ we will indulge the confident expecta-^ 
tion that, at least, it will never be restored to thai 
power undbr whose sWay it hasr welteiied^ like a 
<$orpse, fdt so many centuries, and whose interest 
imd whose object it must ever be to augment and 
perpetuate its misery. 

in retumii^ to the republic of Greece, I must 
allow that neither the virtues nor the vices of iti» 
iididbitttrts would evef have excited ktteh waihmth 
df attentkm^ bad they not both been faithfully 
^'ansmitted from antiquity. Distorted or exagge^ 
jmted by the bread md imlid meridian through 
wUdh tbey hav^ pasiied> they are, in substance imd 
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nature, tmchanged, and miiy ]posiiiUy not be ^sus^l 
ceptible of change— as the magidficait couiitry, in- 
vhich they seem: indigenotis, aft^ being subjeeted 
in its varicms fortimesto the extrane of human ctoe. 
and cultivation, ,tbe extmne of devastajtion and n^- . 
lecti retains the same splendid outlines of its mqun« 
tain tops, its islandsj its peaks,, and its. prpmonto- 
lies^ unaltered and unalterable. But as in ancient 
daysy politicat* circumstances were such as to bring 
forward and i illustrate the loftier features of char 
racter, throwing a partial shade over its defects, so, 
in later times^ the perverse .hand of slavery has 
forced anto .light whatever . therein is humble and 
barren and misshapen, and hung a cloud over the, 
heights .and eminences of its virtue* But the doud 
at length has burst, and the long-concealed pior 
nades begin to unfdd and devekpe their -ptopofr: 
tions. 

In estimating the age of nations, we should 
reckon not by years but generati<His— :So ^wjs the. 
usual progress of .improvement and reform ; but.if 
it be true that, in the education of a nation, as in 
that of an individual,* *' meiTtory. must be exerdsed 
befoTO the powers of reason, and fancy can be ex- 
pttided," the first step has already been taken by 
a pso^ey who for so many centuries had their best 
consolation for present miseries, in - the recoUecti(9i 
of former . glory-~and who. may find among their 
own axicestars^ the^modds they z^uire fw .theob 
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;8elves ahd their posterity. The great natural ta^ 
hats with which the Ghre^ks seem ahnoat singulaily 
'to be endowed^ will accelerate their advance in the 
path of dvilization ; and as they acquire, more 
knowledge, they wlQ probably acquire inore wisdpm 
•al8o« 

And yet thar very native fcsrtility and apto^f^ 
to prc^t by.the slightest cultivation creates in us 
some anxiety lest their intelleetual prcigress should 
precede that moral improvement of which they 
stand s6 greatly in need, and of which they possess 
not, perhaps, the same natural capabilities ; thpugh^ 
in this respect, I am disposed to draw a .broad dis«- 
tiiictiim between the higher and the lower order?. 

In the lower pixlars^ we, may c«*tainly discbVQif 
all the vices of slava^ hei^taied or modified, l^ 
the .pecuHadties of the character on whi<^ they 
grow — ^frequently stimulated into restless activitjSf 
seldom degraded into abject prostrationi and . be* 
traying an energy even in their wildest excessei^ 
which is susceptible of better direction under 
happier circumstances. There exists, however, a 
numa*ous class of Greeks who are exempt, from 
any gen^eral charge of demoralization. The a^- 
Gultural.part of the population, those with whoBot 
travellers are usually least acquainted, are certainly 
as free from vicious habits as any existing peasantry. 
Ignor^t indeed) and uneducated, they possess not 
thpse adive virtues whieh lure oonuoon^ attnbutod 
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to die Swiss aii4 o^x lapuntaiB^m of tiie wait*; 
but it is some ine|j^ tot have eome fcHrth from ao 
long a bondage unseared by any deep inprMsum 
f^ the fetter. Tbe QxeA pOMesses in this respect 
a vast superiority ot^ his iNrpther-^Te the Wala- 
chian, which may be attributed partly to the greater 
eqergy and elasticity of hischaiacter, and pa^ly to 
the fact that a greater proportion of the population 
is employed in agricultifre; but chiefly to the 
milder d^ree of oppression to which he was subjeet 
under the direct goYammoit ot the Turk, than 
that more complicated torture which exhausted the 
Walachian. 

To the higher classes of the Greeks, — ^to the in- 
habitants of the large towns, and to those engaged 
in maridme and commercial matters, the charges 
usually preferred against the naticnal character are 
more generally applicable. To these may be attri<^ 
buted most of the deliberate crimes which have 
disgraced the revolution. The pfaratical excesses 
which led to such enormides of guilt oould never 
have reached their vast extent ot audacity widiout 
die connivance and even the direct support of many 
of the leading men in the republic. And acpmrdtngly 
it is no secret in the East, that some have perma« 
nendy ]»ofited by the licence which seemed for the 
moment to be permitted to all, and are sdU revd- 
Ikig in the spoils ci their aUies and proteetcxv. In^ 
deed the truth of this ^arge is alone edBcienttf 
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ptoyed by the bxaiky with which piiacy was «ip« 
preened by ihe OreehM themtehes, the liuwieiit U 
became l^e inteceat of the government to supr 
{aressit. 

Admitting that the revolution ha^ produced a 
few splendid exceptions of disintarested integrity^ 
I believe the corruption which prevails amgng the 
higher orders to be very general* and that there is 
the source of. the national demoralization gf which 
we hear so much. The difSculties which even now 
are found to oppose the formaticm of an efficient 
government originate entirely there; and there must 
oommenoey and spread itself widely and deeplyj 
that great moral reformation, without which Greece 
can never secure herself any place among civilized 
nations. 

We shall return to this subject with more confi- 
dnioe alter our inquiry into the Religion of Greece, 
and its probable influence on the minds of the 
people. And in this question we must be careful 
not to measure our hopes of future excellence by 
the limits of our imperfect experience. For in 
truth, since the primitive ages of the Church, it 
does not appear that Christianity has at any period 
possessed a free scope and liberty of action upon 
the diaraeter of that people. For during the 
earlier centuries of our religion it was tortured and 
def(»rmed by metaphysical disputes, the creations 
of oriental fanaticism or scholastic subtlety. These 
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•nvere succeeded by violeDt disgenaions regpecting die 
^ degrees of praetieal'^saperatition wbicb it was politic 

to impose- upon the pec^ple. And then/ after some 
languid centuries of domestic imbecility, the poirer 
of the Mahometan prevailed, and, by enslavixig the 
Church, debased still further the religion, of 
^J,f4!ff^^^ Greece. 
Vi^ \j^^ _ ' A new pKspeet is now open to that aflUcted 
^ • I ) countiy, and a nobler prospect than has ^yet been 
traced in any voltime of her histiMy* If she was 
republican in the days of her glory, in those 
same days of moral turpitwfe she was pagan 
al^ ; and durii^ the lc»ig period of her Ohria* 
tianity, she has been at every time destitute of po* 
litical rights, and sometimes even of national exist- 
eace. Now she is a free and Christian republic--* 
she poeisesses the government most peculiarly 
adapted to her spkit, to her soil, to her resotmaoai 
— ^she possesses the religion, which, if . she .justly 
vidtie and rightly employ it, will give stability /to 
her happiness, and upri^tneas and dignity, to her 
character. • The present is the criabi of her destiny, 
and on the impulse givai .to her present, energies 
will greatly depend, whether she sink by vk^aod 
irr^ligicm into utter^contempt and national ina^ni-^ 
fioanee, or whether she so an»y herself in modem 
and CluJstian excellence, as to surpass and far out* 
shine the liveliest brilliancy of her own antiquity. 
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'Pmr removed ffom any intentkb ei giving tins 
wckk a diaraeter at all political, I eaiuiot stiil 
xftfinon from making a few^ additional remarks on 
the actual prospects of Waladiia and Moldafria. 
Their. final restitution to Turkish protect]OD> I he- \ 
sitate not to say» would be fodish if it were not j 
wicked; and impolitic if it. were not inhuman also. j 
The inhumanity of sudi a jHroject (could I believe ! 
it to exist) is attested by the long^protnielod sufibr* ( 
logs which Imve afflicted the past, and which would I 
thus be perpetuated through the f uture» existence of / 
a country, capable of wealth, and public happiness, 
and politioal imporisnce. For the great natund 
resources of that country, as they give security to 
its hope of populousness and prosperity under a 
goodgcnremmeot, so they plead with irresistiUft 
force against its rest<Nntian to a debasing and de- 
populating despotism. It. is absolutdy necessary 
that such cottsaderatioBS as these should have weight 
ia the regulation of hitman affairs ; it is necessary 
that those to whom the destinies of nations are en- 
tnisted, should be guided by some general regard 
fonthe happiness of man, so far, at least, as not to 
saorifiee, to any trifling droumstance of momentary 
oonveoiencey or distMit and uncertain contingency, 
ihe obvious and perpetual interests of any people 
lipon^ eastb. The greatest statesmen of form^ 
days, those who Hve in our affectiotu^, as well as m 
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our admiration^ and thus possess the only descrip^ 
iaan otfame whiidi osia satisfy the amhttioii of any 
genesoiu siind, WBte men who 9omeHmea lookod 
firther than ihe Beeaasog advantage of the moBHat, 
and placed their poliey in the exercise of their nt^ 
tue, and found their own best inteittalB in the weL- 
&ie of others. And the statesmoi of this age^ 
second to none of thchr ancestors in talent and uit» 
grity, have much stronger reason to be assured 
that they will most substantially consult theur coun* 
try^s final advantage, as well as their own fiitiire 
gl<»7, by availing themselves of ev«ry occasion to 
enlarge the limits of dvilkation, and to extend the 
blessings of sodal happiness and Christian govern* 
niient 

But, besides these considemtions, which some 

pekhaps will think vague and unmeaning, there art 

others of a particular nature whidi will be tntelli. 

\ gible to every statesman. I assume that the Tur« 

kish European empire is not devoted to ^ctirpa^ 

1 tion ; that the frightful project of destroying or 

1 expatriating ox or seven millions, whetiier of slaves 

I or of mfidels, has been abandoned, as too monstrous 

i for serious deliberation. Besides which, it is ne-t 

cessieffy for the secmrity of Europe, that some power 

should for the present interpcrae between Russia 

and Greece. And if the final egcp^ldon of the Turit 

be indeed destined to some fiitore generation, it is 

fyt the obvious inta^est of all, that a (keak And inl 
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« Sinfllaii gttvmment should be estabUsbed m itb 
place I for then^ perhaps, with such extent df tenri. 
tavf and abuadance of natural resources, the Gircfdj^ 
empire might have little reasoii to dread the^f;^ 
tact ci Russia. But, at present, as no such £vent 
can be reasonably expected, it is the undoubted 
policy of Europe to maintain the integrity of the 
empire, which is, properly speaking, Turkish. In 
this compass I mean to include all thesis provinces^ 
0nd iho8e only^ wherein the great majority of the 
inhabitants is Mahometan ; for those which are no( 
so (to omit all mention of their own ipi8e]|^);CQiitri^ 
bute Tery little to the actual strength of tfaf^ ^rnpise. 
Now, it will not be disputed that to givi^ fny ia<6- 
ing security to Turkey, there is no other method 
than to diminish her grounds ci quarrel and ooUi* 
rion with Russia ; and I leave it to poEtieians t<i 
answer, whether a very large proportion of these 
has not ever been occasioned by the right of inter* 
ference possessed by Russia, in, the affiiirs of the 
Christian subjects of the Pwte ? Now, it is obviouif 
that, on the one side, the absolute independence of 
Oreece will remove much of this Aiel of discord ; 
and that, on the other, the object would be com* 
plated by the finad and entire aliena6(m of Wala- 
chia and Moldavia from Turkey. These provipces 
have long languished under Turkic prot^tion, 
subject to certain conditions with Russia ; and dirf 
reid ior supposed 'vidatbn dt these'CMditims haa 
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funueliecl, and would ever furnkhy ahuodAnt causes 
or. pretexts for dissensioa between the two princi* 
pub ; and these means of irritation cannot odier*" 
wtte be cut away than by confining all Turkish 
interest and influence to the south of the Danube. ^ 

The next question is more difficult: — ^To whom 
shall the preservation of these helfdess provinces be 
transferred ? To Rus^a ? — ^They wiU profit by the 
change of despotism; they will gain some little in 
national independence and charactj^r; somethig^^ 
perhaps^ in civilization; something, certainly, in 
moral and religious improvenient ; and Europe will 
gain in tranquillity by any change which in any 
way disenjtangles oc dissevers Russian and Turki^ 
interests. But after all, pretexts of quarrel are 
easily found when they are ardently desired^ 
neighbourhood increases the facility of strife, and^ 
tlie Danube would still prove an insufficient barrier 
to the ambition of the stronger. 

I can imagine one arrangement only which .pre* 
vents any hopes permanently to secure the indepen* 
dence of Turkey and the peace of Europe, and 
the difficulties which seem opposed to its accom- 
plishment shall not' prevent me i^om calling atten* 
tion to it : I would prppose to consign the poinds 
palities to the protection of Austria. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out the advan^ 
tages which this measure would confer both on the 
provinces tb^msdve^ w4 go the body oi 'Eurpftz 
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for it 18 now generally admitted, that the internal 
government of the. tramontane dominions of Austria 
is mild and benevdlent, and tending, to their gradual 
improvement and permanent prosperity. And 
there can be no reason why the. same wise poticy 
should not be extended to Walachia and Moldavia. 
But a greater object than, this would be obtdined 
by the security which would durably be given 
to the repose of Europe, by the interposition of 
Austrian territory between Russia and Turkey. 
For by these means not only all pretexts of quarrel 
derived both from that territory itself, and from 
the contiguity of the two empires, would be abo- 
lished^ but their very power of mutual invasion 
subjected to the intervention of a third. 

I am not so blind as to imagine that the might 
and ambition of Russia could be constrained by 
this, or any other possible arrangement, to perpetual 
tranquillity; but I think that would be a. mighty 
benefit Jboth to this and to future ages which i f^.-'i'*^^-^ 
shotdd obstruct and dam up the present channel \ 
of her waters, and divert them into the wa^es - 
and desolation of Asia. Overwhelming Europe; < 
tbey would inundate^ but never fertilize; but if 
we turn them eastward, and distribute them over 
barrenness and barbarism, we shall at the same 1 
time avert all danger and inquietude from ourselves, 
and open the best human prospect of the civiliza- 
tion and conversion of the East. And as to the 
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EuTOpean proViiK^ of Tixrkey, we need not 6b\M 
that in the long process of time and aecident 
Ihey will yield to the suocesshre encroachmentii 
of that enterpndng people^ who are iioir oncd 
mofe 8 nation^ and who will advance in powei^ 
at they increase in virtue^ and whose hopes and 
whose efforts will finally be satiUflai by the relrtora* 
tion of the Greek empii^* 

The sum of what I have said is this-^It is lift 
ohgect of vast importance to ourseltes and out 
posterity, of great eonsideration to Eui^e, and I 
think to Asia also^ that ihe weight of the Russiatl 
empire should be brought to press upon Asia^ not 
tipon Europe ; for its influence in the one case may 
be beneficial, in the other it must be injurious.' 
To this end it is conducive, perhaps necessary, to 
obstruct her communication with European Tutkey / 
this cannot otherwise be effected than by the in* 
terposition of Austria. Nor can this interposltioti 
be otherwise brought about, than by transferring 
Walachia and Moldavia to Austrian protection. 

The means to produce this desirable result are 
doubtless to be found in the resources of diplomacy. 
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CHAPTER in. 

On the Doctrines of the Church. 

I. Thx doctrine of the Tximty ia fnttdtaitied by 
the Greek diurUi as it was otigmally eetaUiahed by 
the two first General Councils; and thlis it diffiara 
boALfift>m the Latin and the Refonned Cbivrdnes^ 
KspeetiDg the manner of the ptocession of the Holy 
Sjxirit. The Greeks maintain it to be from the 
Father only^ and rest the truth of their opiaioa 
chiefly.on its antiquity ; and such proofs though it 
6an hate little weight with us, is at condusiTe' 
authority against Roman Catholics. This seems, 
indeed, to have been the point on which the Greek 
deputies, at the Council of. Floroice, made their 
best stand ; and with such socoess, that they wei». 
even allowed to retain the words ** by the S€ln )" 
but this forbearanoe, on the part of their adversary, 
was attended by the condition, that they should in* 
terpiet them in the same sense in which the Latins 
understood " from the Son.** ''> 

However, on their return to Greece, they fouiul' 
it difficult to impose this absurdity on their com- 
munipn, or to endure the shame of having them-, 
selves admitted it« The ereed remained unatt«red, 
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and the words were permitted to keep their natural 
meaning, and do so to this day. In the year 1648, 
Leo Allatiusy a Roman Cathdic Greek, again en- 
deavoured ^, with much unsuccessful sophistry, to 
establish the equivalence of the two expresskms. 
In the course of his work, and in confirmation of 
his argument, he quotes some Greek authors, who 
admit " that it was on no solid or rational ground 
that the two Churches had been so long at war witb 
each other.'' And on this point we are Very wcH 
disposed to agree, both with them and widi him. 
Willingly do we admit that the diffisrence in ques- 
tion is indeed most insufficient ground for ani- 
mosity and dissension ; and if, inistead of insulting 
our common sense by an attempt to disprove its 
existence, he had shown that it alfects no' social 
principle, that it interferes widi none of our Chns- 
tian duties, that it touches, in no respect, the exer- 
cise of beoevdenoe and charify, that it contains no 
rational cause of individual dislike or distrust, he 
would have done more honour to his own name, and 
to the faith which he professed and advocated. 
But such principles were in no esteem, when the 
object jMxipoeed was the external union of the two 
diurches ; for to this end it had advanced little, to 
firove the diflbrenoesf trivial aSad unimportant. It 

* In his famous Treatise, De perpetuo Eodesise Occidentalis 
atque Orientalis tarn in dogmate quanTinritibus consensu. 
, t I qpenk of ditferenoes in doctrine. 
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.irag to be shown, at any expense of reason, and soise* 
ti9d truth, that they existed not at all ; and when ell 
distinctions had thus been smoothed away, it would 
have, remained to the Greek to surmount only one 
other necessary obstacle to the unbrace of, her 
Roman sister, — the acknowledgment of the Pope's 
supremacy* 

. A controversy between consecrated prejudice and 
scholastic sophistry could hope for no termination ; 
and thus at length it became the means to jnxxiuoe 
ihat cdebrated Schism,' which would have possessed 
much less real importance in the .history of man, 
if the division of churches had not involved the dis- 
cord of nations, and excited to mutual malice and 
violenqe the misdirected children of Christ. And, 
even to this day, though the fury of the controversy 
has long since passed away, the passions which it 
disturbed are scarcely yet composed, but still toss 
and beat, and murmur akmg the shores of the 
East. . 

1 1. On the subject of Redemption, the doctrines of 
the Greek Church appear to differ little or nothing 
from our own"*^. Christ is called the Regenerator of 
our fallen nature,— ^^^ One single offence had de- 
graded the human race ; one single expiation was 
necessary to redeem it ; the act of Redemption was 
jeffected in the person of Jesus Christ," And 

• Stourdzft, p. 54. Considerations sur la doctrine et Tesprit 
der^sltMorthodoxe. 181G, 
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then, from the act df Redemption^ tfie truth il 
dttiived, that man cannot regenerate himself by hii 
own power ; and that he requires, fdr thftt purpose^ 
the oo-operation of divine Grace, with the ^ortii 
of hlg own wiU: as the eaith in not fidiilised 
tither by the labour of man, or by the dews of hea- 
ven only, but by the consenting influence of both. 

Again, whoi the Greeks make mention of J^us- 
tification by Faith, they mean that actite And vitid 
faith whieh comprehends in its el^ts. If not in iti 
essence and definition, the discharge of eVety social 
and moral duty. 

They admit the efficacy of sincere repentance, 
but they abhor and disclaim the corruptions which 
have flowed from this source, and censure the in- 
vention anc^sale of Indulgences, in language which 
might become the 2eal of the most ardent Pro* 
ieiltant. 

tleate let us pause fot one moment ; and, re* 
moving our eyes from the single difierence, let us 
observe how vast a field of union is comprehended 
in these few sentences. And, in earnest truth. If 
the only end of religion be our eternal salvation, 
where there is perfect agreement ai to the means by 
which that end is attainable, can there exist any 
diffisrence worthy to be called religious? There is 
variety in the interpretation of mysteries, in sacra*, 
ments and ordinances, in the ceremonies and dis- 
cipline of the Church ; in every thing which man 
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heiM superadded to the mtnicture of Gtxl. Bot, 
Certainly ^ we cannot err -when we beliere that a 
ibighty princi{de of oonoord pervades the hearts of 
all m^ who seek their salvation rightly* And if 
flo f^nedy has yet been devised io heal the divisions 
df Churches, it is a serious consolation to us to te^ 
fleet, that on the souls of their individual members 
God has thus deeply engraven the eternal '* Heno^ 
ticon^' of Faithi whereby he Innds together the vast 
universal fiimily of those who truly believei and who 
faithfully serve him. 

III« Respecting the State of the Dead, the Greek 
Church has a very essential difference from that of 
Rome, which all the sophistry of the latter has . 
been unable to explain away, ("or 6s it lays no 
daim to any knowledge of unearthly things, be-^ 
yond that derived, from Scripture and apostolical 
tradition as embodied in the Seven General Coun- 
oils, its pious humility, and its veneration of anti- 
quity, 'ire alike shocked by the modem introduc- 
tion of Purgatoiy* From the earliest ages up to 
this moment *, the orthodox members of the Greek 
Church have ever held two separate places of ex^ 
istence for the souls of the departed, places of ex- 



• Stourdzi^ Chap. liL Leo AUathu ds Purgiatorio, t, 84. 

I pnfer to take f rmn an adTtfBtfy the aooeunt o£ the Opiiuoiu 

' Which the Greeks brought with them to the Council of Florence 

in 1439, and which, in spits of tome equivocations, they carried 

Inray^ ss tbo rtsalt provei) perlictljr aiialtenBd. 

D 2 
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pectancy, until the resurrection of the body and" 
the final judgment, not eternal abodes-r-they have 
held that the souls of the wicked are confined in 
regions of darkness, and discomfort, and sorrow, 
apart from the light and ^ory of heaven — that 
the saints enjoy a certain degree of beatitude, which 
will then be perfected and oonsimimatedy when 
their bodies shall finally be restored to them. But 
though they allow the probability of different man- 
sions (ardffsis) ill Gehenna, they disclaim all belief 
in a third and intermediate habitation. And when 
the nature and circumstances of this third abode are 
discovered to them by the penetration of the Latin 
Church, when the purging fire is depicted to them, 
and they are told that living man has power over 
its agency and duration, they reject at once what 
they consider an impious fable. 

On the other hand, it is not doubted that amoi^ 
the individual members of that communion there 
have been varieties of opinion respecting a matter 
of which all were equally ignorant, and on which 
the Church itself professes not infallibility. The ar* 
gument which has been brought to prove its incon- 
sistency (it can prove no more) is the use of prayers 
for the dead — for to say that the souls already 
condemned to Gehenna can be assisted by the sup- 
plications of the living, is it not to assume that they 
exist there in a state of purification ; and that this 
act may be facilitated, if not by fire indeed^ at 
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least by liiiinaii> mOervention ^ f The pious expresn 
fiam of Steurdza f 'mny aew« to answer dttsobn 
j^ctaoa. 

*^ We prajr for tW dead, because the* aet of 
prayer is tfKe respuratioii of Ae soul, th^ seorel of 
the iatfini^y and the only method <if eppjEoad^ ta 
h. We pwp Anp the deadly hecause we stwd aa; 
{hedges one tm Ae other: beeaose we bdiieve die 
iniSiiity of God's BMraes, without wishoig tafathom 
their depths. But we admit no fdace of purgatory, 
beeouse that dogcM baa not been taught us; bo- 
cause all human speculations are Tain -to^dieeover 
the ways of Diyine Wisdom', &c.'* 

In truths to j»«y fer the souls of our ftsparted 
fHends is the most natural and pardonable error of 
piety; and though It be dangevoua and improper 
to inculcate as a churdi doctrine the eficacy of 
such prayevsy it would neitber be right to discou- 
nt their privute and individual eAnion^ nor easy 
to disptove the possibility of ithsir 'accq>tance» 

Thore is one other pointy which seems to haioe 
grren some trouble to the Council ol Florenos^ and 
whk^ the Latin writers, of the setenth century ba've 
taken much pains to Illustrate. The Greeks did 
not believe fn the immediate admission even of 



«" la. fact» the ^ Aaatolian GasfiaiiMa'* jmIsuu thui landl, 
and aeem» wtisfied to d«ny tb« fire iumI t)\« Hif^mtp lootBty of 
purgatory ; but of this Confesgion we sImQI aay more hereafter. 

f Ch.iU.p.*6e. •' 
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saints and martyrs to the beatific vision. Tbe Latins 
maintained the contrary opinion, with the confi- 
dence of absolute certainty ; and on this pointy cer- 
tainly the'latter have -at least the merit of greater 
oonsistency-^fpr as both Churches agree in soli- 
citii^ by prayer the mediation of those Uessed 
persons, it seems natural to infer that they are 
already in the presence: of the Being mth whom 
they ate called upon to intercede. But such ble- 
mishes (if they be really so^ in. the upiformity of 
tbe Greek faitb> prove nothing more than that, 
that Church has not been diligent to erect specious 
tenets on foundations. of little. ^lecurity; that it has 
not 1 studied to preset a «how of unanimity on 
matters where none can.really exist, but rather has 
left some li^nce to individual; opinions wherp cer- 
tainty does not; seem attainiible^ 

On reviewio^ what bas been written^ we perceive 
that the doctxinal dWcarenees of the three Churches 
are not numerous^ aciid '.that those especially which 
subsist between :tiie .G^ka aad.ouraelves^ are not 
of a nature which, can' ever distiirb our rdigioiis 
eoncord. In the, first place, theiy differ with us and 
with the Latins equally, on !the .manner ot the holy 
proce8sion*-^n a mystery almost: :impeiietmble to 
human investigation, they maintain the original 
doctrine of the ' CEcumenic Church ; in this the 
Latins thought proper, in a later age, to make an al- 
teration, which we find to be scriptural. From; this 
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p^i0y|ttioii. fiKHne i^(dent dwensioDs biye already 
floi^odf troubUng the superstitious age whi^h nou^ 
rtih^ th^m. But the retrosji^t of such caUmi- 
ties as bav^ passed like a stc^m oyer the face of 
society^ and oau never more return, does no% other- 
wise affi^t us, than as it moves the astonishment 
of eom^f and the sorrow and compassion of all. 

In ccmiparing the other points of difference, we 
observe the gradations by which Christianity has 
been corrupted, and we see, top, how far the Romim 
has outstepped the distrustful timidity of the 
Greek. The latter assigns some not very definite 
residence to departed souls ; he offers prayers for 
the forgiveness of the sinful, in hope, rather than 
in confidence, that they wiU be accepted. He sup- 
plicates the intercession of the Saints, without daring 
to pronounce that they have themselves attained 
the perfection of the blessings intended for them* 
But the Roman has no such hesitation or scruple : 
exalting the saints and martyrs to the imme- 
diate presence of the Trinity, and dismissing to 
instant punishment the unrepentant sinner, he 
besides asserts the existence of a third abode, 
and a third condition of the departed ; he is even 
acquainted with its nature ; he has certain know- 
ledge of the element of purification, and is master 
of the means to control it. Without at present en- 
tering into the reasons of this greater arrogance on 
the part of the Latin Church, it may be sufficient 
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. >A^ again to observe, that in the matters here briefly 
^V"^^ ^ \ ^^^^^' the Greeks appear to be placed about half 
v.Jr I ^^y, between the Latins and ourselves; that the 
^ ^ points on which we are divided are not those of fiin- 

>^ damental importance ; and that, though they may 
y\r be more than sufficient to prevent the union of the 

Churches, they present no principle to impede the 
harmony and friendship of virtuous men, or to chill 
us in the discharge of the Christian duties which 
we owe to each other. 



> 
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CHAPTER IV, 

On the Sacraments of the Oreek Church. 

The Greek agrees with the Latin Church in the 
reception of the Seven Mysteries^ or Sacraments. 
Four of these, Baptism, the Eucharist^ the Imposi- 
tion of hands in Ordination, and Penance, it con- 
sidiers as having been " practically instituted" by 
Christ himself. The other three (Marriage, Chrism, 
or Confirmation, and Extreme Unction) it derives 
from the words of the Testament and the use of 
the primitive Church. Greek writers continue to 
invohne the explanations of them in a cloud of im- 
penetrable mysteries, so as to satisfy, by the same 
coui:se of argument, their belief in the doctrines of 
Christianity ; their principles regarding the mystical 
union of the visible and invisible world, and their 
antique veneration for the number Seven*. 
> On three only of the mysteries will it be neces- 

* Stoordza, livi ii. ch. i. There have been abundant disputes in 
the Church respecting the number and nitture of the mysteries. 
Cyril Luear reduced them to two : oth^ maintained that two 
only were of greAt importance, the others were the lesser myste- 
ries. Some have distinguished two, othen three, and others 
four, as practically instituted by our Saviour. The word mys- 
tery is define^— ^' a ceremooy or act appmiedb]f Gody in which 
GodgivethorsigniMlltoii^liiftgracev' ... 
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sary to bestow much attention; Baptism, the 
Eucharist, and Penance. The celebration of Mar- 
riage, indeed, is attended by many more formalities 
in the Greek than in other Churches; and we 
may add, that^ in the south at least the knot is 
more easaly dissoluble* This drcimistance we are 
disposed to attribute partly to the general poverty 
of the Greek priests, who fail not to profit by such 
dissolutions ; and partly to the baneful influence of 
Mahometan example. The sacraments of Ordina- 
tion and Unction differ little, either in principle or 
manner of celebration, from the corresponding 
sacraments in the Roman Church. 

I. Baptism is still administered in the East by 
trine immersion. The Greeks set great value on 
the strict observance of that ceremony, and warrialy 
maintain their orthodoxy against the innovations of 
the Latin Chiu-ch, by pleading the example of dur 
Saviour himself, the very meaning of the word 
baptism, which implies * immersion, and the Consent 
of that original and genuine Catholic Church, which 
they assert to be perpetuated in their own. And 
assuredly, were antiquity the true measure of 
orthodoxy, their claim would be perfectly well 
founded ; nor is this nearly the only ground oo 
which Papists are obliged to throw aside thdr 
fiivourite weapon, in the contest with their ancient 

' *SeeStoiirdts,]». 87t andDr. Kingon <^Ri(^andCtraiM# 
niesof the Gz«ek Church in RuMia,'' ]K tit. 
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adverfiiiry* But in tliis instabce, at least, tbey have 
been provided with a much keener substitute bj 
the substantial aid of reason ; and when, in foroy^ 
Hgesy they cast d.way one of the earthly fetters ivv^ich, 
impeded the free prepress of a religion intended for 
every race of man, in every climate, they received 
the applause and imitation of the wise in every age* 

Children are baptized * on the eighth day, and 
the sacrament of Confirmation, by the holy Chrism 
or Baptismal Ointment, follows at a very short 
interval that of Baptism. And on tiiis point, too, 
t£ie Latins havQ much more reason, ifl^ they 
defer that sacrament till a\later age, though it be 
in further contempt of antiquity. 

Respecting the nature of the Eucharist, itis un^ 
doubtedly true that there is at present Uttle^ if any, 
difference between the professed orthodox belief of 
the Greek and Latin Churches; but in the manner 
of its celebration, the Greeks, in obedience both to 
andent, apostolical practice, and the obvious 
command of Scripture, ocmtinue to communicate 
under both forms. 

* The administration is attended by some fbolisli and supersti- 
tious ceremonies, the relics of former religions ; as that of the 
0^fiynriiy or sealing of the infant, before bapt^ ; and the dis- 
possessing of the Evil Spirit, (the personification, I suppose, of 
Original Sin,) who is believed to dwell in the child until the 
priest has blown upon it three times. 

The Georgians, who, in other respects, follow the Greek faith, 
do not baptize their children till they have ittiained the eighth 
year. 
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^^ The dogma of tbe Real Presence under the 
tran&fonned elements of bread and wine^'' is dis- 
tinctly proclaimed by Stourdza * as that of his 
Church, with some expression of astonishment that 
any doubt can exist respecting its truth. The 
words of the Oriental Confession are even more 
explicit : ^^ When the priest consecrates the ele- 
ments (gifts), the very substance of the bread and 
of the wine is transformed into the substance <^ the 
true body and blood of Christ f.'' 

In the Communion Service according to the 
Liturgy of St. Chrysostom, which is univa-sally in 
use, the ceremony is called an oblation or sacrifice, 
and the following is shortly the process of adipinis- 
tration. After the. Catechumens, if any be present, 
have been dismissed, the elements are carried round 
the Church, on the head of the deacon, before con* 
secration. Presently the priest prays God to make 
the bread and wine the precious body and blood of 
Christ : — ^first for each element separately, and 
then for both united ; thea after some intervening 

'I' P. 91. In tbe oath taken by every Rusfliau bishop at his con- 
secration, he affirms that '^he believes and understands that the 
transubstantiation of the body and blood of Christ in the holy 
Supper, as taught by the eastern and ancient Russian doctors, is 
effected by the influence and operation of the Holy Ohost, when 
the bishop or priest invokes Ood the Father in these words— 
' And make this bread the precious body of thy Christ.* " — Dr, 
King, p. 12. 

■j- 'OfTtft; i it^tvf aiyt»T^u ret ^^»s i «M «vr/a rw a^fu x«u n •tfr/« 
rto oivtiu fUTufiakktrttt tig rfiv cwUf rw iKn^tftS c^/ietr«s tut) iu/utrtf 
rw X^iVrw. 
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pcayers^ he invokes the ^p,fif Jthe Holy Ghost: 
and lafitly, after aaother.^^ejhiSlar' interval, he ad- 
dresses Jesus Christ our God, ^^ who sittest on the 
right hand o-f the Father, a^d yet art invisibly pre- 
sent with us here below ; vouchsafe by thy mighty 
hand to impart to us thy ^ost immaculate body^ 
and thy most precious blood, ai:\^ by our hands to 
all the people/' The Sacrament is then adminis- 
tered first to the deacon, and then to the congrega* 
tion ; and we may add that the prayer made by 
the deacon on the receiving the Sacrament^ con- 
tains these words : ^^ I believe that this is thy most 
pure body indeed, and that this is thy holy blood 
indeed.^* I have taken this account &om the 
Liturgy in use in the Russian Church, as trans- 
lated by Dr. King in his very faithful description 
of that Church ; and thus is clearly proved its un- 
qualified assent to the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion. But I have many doubts whether this 
doctrine be understood with equal definitiveness 
and precision in Greece. Both Churches, indeed, 
profess the Liturgy of St. Chrysostom ; but this 
has undergone some alterations in either, and these 
in some respect different, since the independence of 
the Church of Russia. I find in Ricaut ^ (who 
wrote in 1678) a quotation from that Creed, as 
lised in Greepe, which diiFers materially from 
the corresponding passage in Dr. King^s trans- 
« Note i. p. 185. 
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htion of t)ie AuMian> dtid certflitily do«i so^ 
breathe any taint of traiimibstaiitiadon« At any 
rate the piuctical influ^oe of the dogmA has 
gained no ground in the East, and the same d^ree 
of superstitious veneration is not there offered to 
the Host, as undo* the Roman Church. When thiti 
sacrament is carried to the rick, the priests do not 
prostrate themselves before it^ nor do they expose 
it publicly to be adored, unless in the very act of 
administration ; not do they cftrry it in procession^ 
fior have they instituted any particular feast in 
honour of it. These circumstances, as they prove 
to us the comparative modesty with which this 
tenet* is inculcated in Greece, do they not also dis- 
pose us to suspect its antiquity ? Is it probable 
that so few abuises and absurdities should have 
grown out of a soil so fruitful, among a people 
enamoured of marvels and miracles, if it had really 
existed there during the earlier ages of Christianity ? 
The question respecting the original belief of the 
Greek Church, on this point, has given rise to abun* 
dant discussions, and exercised especially the inge^ \ 
nuity and diligence of the seventeenth century. We 
Hdll not interrupt and cloud this brief account of 
,^^}f ist^ng opinions, by the details of a disingenuous and 
-inconclusive controversy ; but it is proper, even in 
this plaoe^ to trace the outline of those events which 

• {Ucaal, p. 189» • 
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I hxTe MdoftTOiiFed elwirfitte to dascribe mart 
diiigendy*. 

Cyiilltit Lticar, afterwards Patriarch of Can^ 
ttantitK^le, extended his travels in the west) during 
die begimiing of the seventeenth century, beyond 
the limits usual to Greeks, the Universities of Italy 
and France, and a|iplied an unprejudiced niind to 
obsisrve and coinpfdi^d the systems g£ the Re» 
fcrmed Chur6h^. He discovered much that was 
worthy, and, as he thought, Susceptible of imita<- 
tion ; and some years afterwaids he published f at 
Constantinople, a ** Confession of Faith »'^ agredng^ 
in the most material points, with the doctrine <tf 
those churches* It does not appear that the Con- ^ 

ibssion^f Cyrillus met, during his lifetime, with / 

any opp()Sition from his own Communion. It may 
have oohtaitied some points which had hithcrtd 
escaf^ the ordeal of distinct definition, but it 
exacted nothing that revolted the fixed opinions c^ 
his correligionists. It was even the opmion of 
Ricaut (fifty years afterwards), that those whose 
education was purely in the Greek literature^ In* 
structed and taught in their own monasteries, did 
tiot Inuch deviate from its tenets, on the subject, at 
least, of transubstantiation. But the emissaries <tf 

« In PaH 11. 1 liavs thfdWtt iadk light of I Lave bten able t» 
iCoUect ou this obscure, but ixoportant portion of ecdesiastical 
history. 

f About the year 1^0. 
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the Roman Church allowed not such an appi^oxitnat- 
tion between its rival and its adversaries ; a perse- 
cution, at the head of which was.the French ambas- 
sador at Constantinc^le^ was set on foot agaiast the 
personrather than the doctrines of CyrilluSyto which 
he fell a victim in 1688. His successor, Cyrillus 
of Berea, a person devoted to the Pope, also suffered 
a violent death not long afterwards ; and though 
the hope of effecting the union .of the jChurchea^ 
which Rome had permitted herself. tQ .revive, 
appears to have been finally extinguished by this 
events still she did not relax her efforts to produce 
an assimilation of doctrines. 
' In Russia, the bishop of Kioff in the Ukr^ne» 
Peter Mogilas^ published a Confession, in 164% 
containing transubstantiation and other Latin doc* 
trines ; and it received, before its publication, thf 
revisal and approval of the four Patriarchs. Th^ 
Confession, we learn from Dr. King, was in ^little 
repute when he wrote (in 1772).; possibly it wap 
never generally received beyond the limits of Rus- 
sia ; but the doctrine which it was probably the 
first to promulgate to the Church, has sprvived^ 
and may long survive it. In the mean time, th^ 
disputes on the same subjects which were dividing 
the west of Europe, disturbed the religious apathy 
of Greece. For it had beomne a question between 
the disciples of Claude and Arnaud, whether the 
oriental doctrine of the Eucharist agreed with that 
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of the Reformed or of the Ladii' Church. To as- 
tsertain this poiiit with necessary accuracy, it was 
determined that the ambassador of France and his 
Jesuits on the one hand, and the ambassadors of 
Holland and England on the other, should endea- 
vour to obtain, for their respective opinions, the 
signatures of the Greek clergy. The cJergy di- 
videdy as they were directed by their belief or their 
hiierests* ; but the large majority assented to the. 
propositions of the Jesuits. Not very long after- 
wards, a synod was assembled at Jerusalem, by 
Dositheus the Patriarch, and the Anatolian Con- 
fession, which still professes to contain the tenets of 
the Greek Church, was compiled and published in 
1672. 

On the subject of the Eucharist, this Confession 
contains the passage already quoted, though, per- 
haps, somewhat modified by a subsequent expression, 
^^who gives his flesh, and this blood, for food and 
drink to the faithful f , under the covering of bread 
and wine,*' whereby the opinion of a perfect tranafor- 
mation seems to be discouraged. However, there is 
no doubt that the doctrine df transubstantiation was 
that intended to be promulgated ; and the passages 
to that effect, in the Russian liturgy, were probably 
introduced at that time. That such was the case 
is distinctly asserted by Dr. King, who even re^ 

* See Mosheim, Cent. 17- 

f lirtiMrm uf r» Wivfta, <rw A^rmt »«ir4>«iW^— Ric* p. 106. 
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niarkl od the little f ngonUity with which th« 
interpolation was made. And it is perfecdj dear 
that if the s^rice above quoted had eidsted in its 
{Nresent form during the disputes between Claude 
and Artiaud} the liturgy would have fiirnished It 
much more decisive object oi appeal than the indi* 
vidual opimons of all the priesthood of Gteecei 
Ibr could any two of the clergy have possibly di& 
fered as to the sense of words so pefcfectly eitplidt? 
It may be added, that .the very word fA^rw^lMfifi 
trtnsubstantiation, is not to be found in jthe esriiar 
writings of the churchy and may be proved to be of 
Irecent introduction. From these facts, not intends 
iHg at all to dispute the presmt gencnd acceptance 
of the doctrine in question, I infer, however> with 
grtet confidence, that it was not a doctrine of the 
early church, and that it was never distinctly 
embodied atid defined and ^ifiuroed as an essentiat 
tenet upon the Greek communion, until the middle 
^ the seventeenth century. It is not here denied^ 
that» fiom the first ages of Christianity^ there have 
existed very elevated notions of the nature of the 
holy elements; that the most ardent expressioot 
have been used to exalt their sanctity ; and that 
some have supposed a saemmental change to be 
wrought in them by their consecration. And there 
may have been individuals in every age and 
country, whose private belief has extended that 
change to the utmost limits of transubstantiation. 
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But no sOch tenet vm ever iiiculaited fay the 
AvoNikp until the .Jeeuits infeeted ks'atmeepher* 
with the taint of Uome, 

Jh the oaiebnttion of the Eudierist, the Greek 
itiU egraee irith the Reformed Chnxohee hi the 
use of leavened bread, and in distHbuting the cup 
to the laity. At to the foarmer point, though 
eoiiridered of no material import^ it has etill the 
merit of haying introduocd into ita ceremonies one 
oomiption lesB than its Latin rival; respecting the 
lAttor, the Christians of the East. are not lees ofi- 
fended than ouraelyes by the groundless innotation 
of Rome.'i' 

III. The arobidon of the early Chureh involyed 
the acts of Penitence and Absoluticxi in the lanctity 
of a mystery, that no duty of religion niigfat be 
performed except by the intervention of itsmini^ 
aters^ and that their spiritual influence might be 
extended over deeds and thoughts the most private 
and the most sacred : for to absolution they an- 
nexed Auricular Confession, on the pretext that 
^ the priest cannot absolve unless he knmt whait 
•fais are to be remitted.'* This rite is not less in 
use and in honour in the Eastern than in the Rev 
man Church ; tho-e are some who account it *• the 

* And yst tren tmKmg tbefli a dight diitinction is intfoduotd 
la tli« maimer of commaakfttlng between the derg^r and the 
klty. The latter receive both the elementa together, th4$ bread* 
Maf MfpaA ia Ike tfttf -««Im ISnraier ree«li« Ihett sipartti^ 

b2 
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sole taie on whicli ' the globe of ecdenastidd po* 
lity turns;" and it is admitted, that witiiout that 
support the whole fabric of spiritual power ititist 
ftU to nun, Stourdza calls it ^' an usage destined 
to bruise the arrogance of man without disturbing 
fiodal order ;V but thbiigh, indeed, we may agree 
with him iii regarding it as a melancholy triumph 
oTer human pride and dignity, it is in yaih that 
^^e strives to convince us of the e^xtreme moderation 
fwith which it is cddbrated in the Greek Church. 
'It may be true, indeed, that the sale of indul« 
gehoes and other enormities have at no period been 
practised in the East ; but a power which is too 
mighty to be wielded by man will not be more tem- 
perately exerted, because those to whom it is in- 
trusted are. deeply sunk in ignorance; and the 
yeiy value which it has acquired, as the engine of 
ecclesiastical authority, is sufficient to prove its 
abuae. 

The order of this sacrament in the Greek 
Church is solemn and imposing. After a pirayer to 
^* the God of Penitents," and another to Jesus 
Christ, who has delegated . to his priesthood the 
power ^'to bind and loose," the priest turns to 
the penitent, and addresses him in the words*:—* 

fMrlt r«(/, Koi /SXitri ^n nf^ r« kiuk^mfM aU%vvng tnmm' irttUtyit 
^yS^wtr^f ufM itfucfTMXis is tuu «*».— See Ricaut, p. 2S5. .The 
eorr«tpoQdliig wiwrdf um4 iu the lUuniaa duuck axe Jiere agaiii 
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^' Behdd the angel of the Lord^'dtaftdethby to re* 
t^eive thy confession from thy.mouth; and see that 
thou conceal not any sm through shame; for I too 
am a man and a sinner like thyself.'^ He is then 
interrogated rei(|)ecting the ten commandments in 
succession, as to any violations of them which he 
may have committed, and6nally receives his admo* 
xdtiop and absolution. 

A distinction has been drawn by Dr. Covell^ and 
applauded by Dr. King*, between the spirit of 
the Greek and Roman Churches in the celebration of 
this sacrament. In the former, they say, the am- 
fession is addressed to God himself, or to his angel, 
who is present — ^in the latter, directly to the priest ; 
and. hence it is inferred that a much keener 
seal and thirst for sacerdptal authority has ever 
distinguished the latter communion. The condu- 

different from the Greek, though bearing nearly the same import: 
they are as follows : " Behold, my child, Christ is invisibly ftumtt 
toirec^ive thy confession ; be not ashamed therefore or afraid, and 
conceal nothing from me ; but without equivocation tell me what- 
soever thou hast done, that thou mayest receive forgiveness from 
our Itord JesBS Christ Behold bis image before us ; I an^ miif » 
witness to testify before him whatsoever thou shalt say unto me; 
but if thou concealest anything from me, thou shalt have double 
sin. Attend, therefore, since thou art oome for the joedioiiie, iha$ 
thou goest not away unhealed.** — Dr. King, p. 227* 

* Page 224. If, when he speaks of *^ the ancient Greek 
eharch," Dr. C« intends to aHude to an original practice of im* 
ffi0diate confession to God, we have only to lament the eorruptioa 
which hath long consumed such wholesome piety. But it is unfair 
to contrast the virtue that is dead in the one church with the vital 
evil which pollutes the other. 
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rfon is uii^dtib^j dKi di8tiiieti0ii wheaet Hhey 
derive it if v«iOrrad ftooiftil The Mune power 
of absolutioii^ founded on the seme prindple^ and 
defended by the annie text, is claimed by either 
church* Its exttdse in ^ther is a mystery or 
sacrament. The penitent is interrogated by the 
priest with equal rigour in the one and in the other. 
The end and effect are essentially the same {''and 
as to the means by which the torture is applied, I 
am rather disposed to consider the Greek system as 
more perfect ; for what fiction can we conodve so 
eflfectual to extort ftom the trembling culprit the 
deepest secrets of his heart as the presence of the 
messenger of Omniscience ? 

On referring to the material points of doctrine or 
practice mentioned in this Chapter, we find that 
the Greek bears a greater affinity to the Latin than 
to the reformed churches. In the number and 
importance of the sacraments, in the distinguishing 
tenet of transubstantiation, and, above all, in the 
use and necessity of auricular confession^ there 
exists not any difference between them. Tfa« 
Greeks retain the practice of trine immersipn in 
baptism, and interpose no interval between that 
Ceremony and confirmation. On the other hand, 
they eommunieate under both kinds, and disclaim 
the visible abuses which have flowed from the 
saerameait of penitence. 
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CHAPTER V. 

On the Rites, Ceremonies, and Superstitions of the 
Greek Church. 

Ik a f«th wharan tbe moessity of internal oon* 
tridon and private pray«r » little inculcated ; in 
which spiritual perfections are not highly regarded^ 
except through their outward demonstration^ 
rites and ceremonies^ which form with all classes 
the practice of rdigion, supply to the vulgar the 
place of its substance. JSuoh is the character which 
has been deeply and necessarily impressed on the 
rdigion of the East^ since its ministers have sue- 
ceeded in constituting themselves the cmly medi« 
ators between God and man, the only mean through 
which the creature can communicate with the Cre- 
ator. It is to this end that the designs of an 
ambitious priesthood have ever tended — to interpose 
between the thirsty penitent and the Fountain of 
forgiveness, and to distribute its waters through 
•such channels as lead most directly to their own 
interests; and perhaps we may add, that to theur 
success in this object the extent of thdr authority 
has generally been proportiwied. But in deploring 
tMs perversion of the noblest means to the basest 
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purposes^ we find it some consolation to observe 
that this authority has sometimes been exerted for 
useful and even pious purposes i that private vir- 
tues have sometimes been nourished even by the 
abuse of religion ; that religion itself has been pro* 
moted or sustained through the very usurpations 
of its ministers. The truth of this reoMirk is singu- 
larly illustmted by the persevering fidelity of Greece; 
for when I have reflected frequently and with ardent 
admiration on the constancy with which its inhttbi** 
tants have maintained their religion unviolated^ 
through a long and most deadly persecution^ among 
the human causes which have wrought so God-like 
an example of faithful endurance^ I have been dis- 
posed to assign the foremost place to the influence of 
the priesthood* And the probability of this opinion 
is not shaken by consideration of the means by 
which that influence was originally acquired^ and 
which were possibly the cmly means whereby, in the 
depth of political and morid degradation which suc- 
ceeded the Turkish cwquest^ it could have been 
upheld at all : such as the institution of frivolous 
ceremonies and gaudy devices of superstition ; the 
diverting the attention of the people from the subr 
stance of their faith to its vain but attractive a|^n- 
da^s; the appointment of offices in whidi the 
body had much part, but the soul no inteiest ; the 
beli^ that the Throne of Grace has no access save 
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thiougK the mimsters. ci grace ; in shorty the'entixe 
corruption of the native homelinew and integrity of 
Christianity, 

. If we were to examine in detail all the outward 
institutions of the Greek Church, we should find 
them to differ little in principle fix>m the cone* 
sponding ceremonies of the Papists. The varieties 
in practice arise partly from local circumstances^ 
partly from the greata* poverty of the Greeks, and 
their stricter adhesion to ancient custom* 

I. FrcHn their fasts, and their feasts the Greeks 
receive what little knowledge is permitted to them 
of the real and fabulous history of their religion. 
The fasts are numerous, and observed with extreme 
rigour* Besides the Catbolie Lent/ there is a se- 
cond lasting from Whitsuntide to St. Peter^s day; a 
third from the 3rd to the 15th of August, in honour 
of the Assumption ; and a fourth during the forty 
days preceding Christmas. In the monasteries, a fifth 
is added, to commemorate the exaltation of the Holy 
Cross, which occupies the first fotuteen days of 
September. During all these fasts, excepting that 
before Christmas, the strictest abstinence, even to 
the exclusion of most sorts of fish» is enjoined and 
very generally practised. Again, as every day in 
the year acknowledges the patronage of some saint, 
so those are very numerous which claim extraordi- 
nary celebration 3 and on these occasions the Greeks 
fail not to make compensation for extreme temperr 
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tube by tb^ oppoidte Heenee. Thus their life 1^ 
(ttssed ill an alternation d extravaganeies^ and the 
priest who enforces the one excess does not much 
care to repress the other. Little removed from the 
condition of puerile subjection, they brealu wildly 
forth when the festive season invites them, and 
return at its conclusion to their stated tasks of 
mortification and discipline. Their feasts partake^ 
however^ of a religious nature, and the saint of the 
day is particularly invoked to intwcede with God 
feir the forgiveness of his true worshippers; for 
such is the limit affixed to the adoration of saints 
by the ehurch. But the people, lively, ignorant, 
and superstitious, perceive not the ecclesiastical 
distinction ; and the beings whom they adore have 
power of themselves, as well to punish or pardon 
transgression, afl to inflict or avert the earthquake 
and the tempest ; to poison or purify the dews of 
evening ; to nourish the olive-tree with fresh foun^- 
tains and breezes, or to blast it with untimely 
sterility. 

II. It is unnecessary to remind my readers of 
the broad distinction, drawn by the Greek church, 
between statues and pictures, as objects (or means) 
of adoration. The former it holds in abhorrence, 
and anathematizes all who bow down to them; 
while it consecrates the latter with incense and' 
b\u-ning tapers, and bowings and crossings, and all 
the acts and instruments of superstition r *' F(^ 
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gMt (thty my) it the difmaoe between iddk and 
representations; for idols aM figures of man's iai> 
▼entioQ, as the Apostle testiBes. We know that 
aa idol is nothing in the world. 1 Cor. viii. 4. Bttt 
the picture is an adumbration of soipe true trans^ 
action, which hath its existence in die world ; a$ 
the picture of our Saviour Christ, and of the holy 
Virgin Mary, and of all the Saints," &c. &c.* But 
in tlie weakness of their reasonings on this matter, 
they make their great appeal to the indisputable 
authority of the seventh General Council, and on 
diis they rest their orthodoxy. Still, lliat they 
have some misgivings as to the propriety, or con* 
sbt^cy, of this practice, is ebewn by iatiother dis- 
tinction, much insisted on both in Greece and 
Russia f ; they will tolerate no pictures except sudi 
as are rude and graedess, and devoid of all anima* 
tlon and expression of life. Unless, indeed, this 
seeming perversity be rather caused by observing, 
that the relief whidh a figure may receive in an 

rou us rif xi^f^Vf its h iinttt rod 2*rriifg«f 4^*ry, &C. Ricaut* 

Chap. 1.17. 

f Thb proTHM that th« ta»te for detestable piotures which pre- 
Taila among the Greeks, is not, as some thiiUt# 9 >ort of oompro. 
mise with their Mahometan masters, whose impartial hatred of 
every description of representations leads them most to hatA 
those which are most fidthAil. 
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exquisite paintingy will frequently carry with it 
much of the effect of sculpture. 

A s to the. worsUp of these uniuvitiDg figures, we 
ure told, of coui'se, that they are not the . objects of 
prayer, but only the means to awake recollection or 
kindle devotion ; and in proof of this it is further 
asserted^ that the Greek is much less fruitful th^ 
the Latin church, in records of miracles per* 
formed by them* But, for my own part, admitting 
the truth of this assertion, I must stiU. confess thatj 
when I have beheld the peasant or the shepherd from 
Fames or Hymettus kneeling before the picture 
of the Holy Virgin, when I have observed the 
relaxation of his swarthy features, and the earnest- 
ness of his attitude and countenance, I have found 
it hard to repress the belief, that he is, in fact^ ani* 
mated by the very same hopes and fedth, in respept 
to the graceless figure towards which his eyes and 
prayers are directed, as were wont to inflame the 
piety of his pagan ancestor when he worshif^ped 
before the statue of Minerva. In every age and 
religion which has permitted honour to be paid to 
images^ there has never been any variance in the 
doctrine of the learned, nor any diversity in die 
practice and feelings of the vulgar. 

III. The use of tapers and torches, under the 
sunshine of a Grecian sky, is excused as a pious 
commemoration of the sufierings of the primitive 
Christians; when they nouri^ed then: proscribed 
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i-digion in subterraneous ceUs' and obscure caverns, 
unvisited by the light of day. And this reason 
may have sufficed for the perpetuation of an inno* 
cent absurdity, which will oppose no serious resist-^ 
mice to the progress of reforoiation. 

IV* The Sign of the Cross is as much in use 
among Oriental Christians as in any Roman Catho* 
lie country, and is executed with at leadt equal 
•rapidity and confidence in its virtues. The cross 
itself is addressed in frequent and solemn prayer, 
and honoured with the epithets and attributes of 
the Divinity . M . de Stourdza justifies this exceed- 
ing veneration by some pages of most silly mysti* 
dsm, calculated for the understanding of a Cossack, 
and the le^nidg of a monk of Mount Athos ; and 
which, in this age and country, would deserve no 
notice, if it did not exhibit to us the manner in 
which an enlightened member of the Eastern 
church can still endure to reason'^. 



* JVo^, p. 56. '' La croix est un repr^eentant de la structure 
.humaine; elle semble uniquement faite pour rhomme, et oe 
genre de supplice caract^risesymboliqueinent toute samisere et sa 
grandeur. ' Debout, dominant de son front .ce qui renvironne, 
les bras 6tendus comma pour embraaser cet espace immense dont 
il semble Stre le roi ; les pieds fix^s k cette vallee de larmes, la 
t^te oouronn6e d'epines, embl^mes des soucis rongeurs qui I'ac- 
compagnent jusque dans la tombe, voU^ i^kovune^ ecce homo, roil^ 
Vadorable attitude de Phomme-dieu sur la terre. . . . Plus on 
m^dite, plus on se persuade que ce n'et/ que pat le suppUce de l^ 
9rohf que Jitus Christ pouvait caract^riser e^ «oi toutes Jes mU 
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It iM far fixM in J intention to oomluot the xieadcr 
through a minute description of the suooesnve cere*^ 
monies of this church ; an intention which would, 
in&ct^ be best aooomplifehed by transcription from 
the Yaluable works of Br* King and others, who 
have been diligent in such details. Many of these 
ocremonies are connected with the administration 
of the Sacraments, and would more properly belong 
to our last chapter* Others are independent of thft 
body of the liturgy, and partake even more abun<> 
dantiy of the nature of superstition : such as the 
benediction of the loaves — an office, perhaps, com* 
memorative of the primitive Agapsft ; the benedic^ 
tioB of the wata*s, which is performed with great 
rdigious and military parade on the ice, at Stt 
Petersburgh, in the depth ci winter, in celebratioA 
of Chrises baptism i or, the office of the ** Divine 
and Holy Lavipedium^'' correc^nding in origin, 
though yielding in splendour, to the similar eer^^ 
mony of the Roman church. Moreover, the Ori- 
entals appear to indulge, even to a greater extent 



et les trantffretiUms Bumainet, lei esplet^ le$ rachetef 
Kmtes, repr^senter collectlrement le genre humain, comme un 
leal Stre," Ac— Again, at p. 77« " C'est par la divine croix que 
t'opire perp^tttelleinent ^ miracle : signe de foi, d^alnour et 
d^esp^rance, ce trophee de la mort est en meme terns le sanctuaire 
de la vie que notre pens^e reclame au nom du m^diateur ^terneL 
Embl^me d6 la force eombinie & la rieistanee et remise en hur^ 
moniey la croix a racliet6 le pass^ ; elle a confondu Is Justice et 
U mis^rioorde ; elle seule nous d^roilera Tayenir/' 
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tfign their Latin rivaUi» their paision tof long and 
pompous procesftionB, which chmmetamed in a 
-oertain d^pree the antiquity of both* To aixe^ 
die ravages of a ptstilenoey or to oompose the i^* 
tations of an earthquake, or to allay the danger of 
Unfleaflonabk drought, prisons of every dam^. in 
avery iale or valley of Greece, proceed in lengths 
aned order, winding along the mountain side to 
some gloomy grotto of the Virgini or St. Geotge# 
or St Spbridion, in devout confidence, that vowi^ 
iiy such imposing solemnities enfioroed, will not ba 
c^Bhred up in vain« And it has not unfirequently 
happened^ that the operation of nature, by its spon^ 
taneous coincidence with the effusion of such vows^ 
has confirmed the baseless faith from which they. 
jMroceeded* Besides these occasional solemnities^ 
ordinary processions are common in every part of 
Gtvece, in honour of martyrs or saints, or the relics 
of sunts ; but the Holy Virgin, in spite of the 
little commendation she derives from pictural re** 
presaitation^ is everywhere the favourite object of 
devotion ; and (if I mistake not) it is to celebrate 
her majesty^ and deserve her protection, that the 
monks ot Thessaly ascend, in annual procession, to 
the top of Olympus, and perpetuate the sanctity of 
that spot by song and worship. 

V. The services of the Greek Church are exceed* 
ingly long and tedious ; that most so, and also the 
most ancient, is that of St. Basil, which is believed 
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to hare been oomposed about A.Di 870 ; but it is 
not now used except on the Sundays in Lent, and 
perhaps on or two other occasions. It is super- 
seded by that of St Chrysostom, which has under^ 
gone, from time to time, a variety of alterations; 
as anything may have been altered, or innovated, 
or more distinctly defined in the doctrines' of the 
Church. But by the word Liturgy the Greeks 
understand only the Communion Service, and as 
to the rest, it varies ev^dayin the year, and 
every part of the day * ; so the whole body of th^ 
services is sufficient to fill twenty folio volumes, 
besides one other similar volume, which is occupied 
by directions for the use of the rest. To the study 
of these books the learning and ability of the priest 
me usually confined ; not with any view to compre« 
hend the spiritual import of. their contents, but 
simply to acquire some facility in the art of adjust* 
ing to each day its peculiar form of prayer ; and 
this is sud to be a matter of so great difficulty, 
that few ever succeed in perfectly attaining it. In 
Russia, the service is performed in Sclavonian, a 
language now little spoken ; and to the Oreeks it 
is delivered in Hellenic, and is, therefore, for the 
most part, unintelligible to them. 

This last circumstance would be of more import* 
ance, if the greater portion of it were not so exe- 

* S^ Dr. King, p. 4K 
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cated as to.be nearly, or entirely, inaudible to. the 
€Oi%regation ; for it is readinalow" and hurried 
and indistinct voice, and iai great-part c^ it ^lieoled. 
to the east, in which it is not intended: that they^ 
should have any. share. The origin of this prac-^ 
tice, to us so offensive, is, of course, to b^ traced 
to the establishment : of the. mediatory character in 
the pd^thood, as; if their office were rather to pray 
for the people than with them. Thus we are tto^ 
|ul*prised to find, that one of the most ancient ap^ 
pdlatbns of Christian ministers in the East, was 
^8<»r«f, mediators. The name, indeed, they ap<< 
pear at present to have resigned, but they will long 
continue to cling to.a character so closely connected 
with their authority. Besides the . reproach, of ia-? 
distinctness and rapidity of utterance made almost 
necessary ^y the .length of the service^, the manney^ 
in which I have^seen tbem.performed is frequently, 
indecent and impious. I have been present on oc-^ 
casions when the very.semMance, not- of . devotion 
only, but even of dignity and gravity^ has beei^ 
thrown aside by the ministers 3 and the wafer, 
which is ever received with the most profound 
piety , is sometimes administered with a smile. But, 
strange as it may at first appear, this insulting in^ 
difference in the priest seems not at all to affect the 
religious feelings of the common people — doubtless^ 
because those feelings are not founded on any 
sound principle, nor at all closely interwoven with: 
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s for the c&^cfa and ita iQiiiiEstcra (It9»49 «i 
to the botteqi ci faith» that a queatiim toufibr 
i^g the propriety of their oonduet niigbt aeem ta 
na^jf a deuht rei^>eetiiig the very ef senoe and mya* 
teiiea of veligiw itself. 

lUs absenoe of devodon in the pet^Dnoanee af 
the cafviee is Hot ceoipenBated by any other de« 
Beriptioti of religious instruction, for such we can 
hardly call the redtal of the life * of some salal 
which usually follows the Liturgy. This practico 
has been naturally preserved, as the most direct 
method of exciting the attention and zeal of a cre-i 
dulous and Impassioned people ; indeed, it forms s 
Very consistent part of a system addressing itself 
not at all to the reason of men, but wholly to their 
imagination or their senses ^^ for to the ignorant 
mind a more immediate and vivid impression is 
conveyed fay the violent narration of exaggerated 
Acts or sufferings, than by any eloquence of precept 
or persuasion. But the consequences of this me- 
thod of inspiring reh'gious feeling have been the 

• ^0 •* Tablet of the United WortWcs" (n/»«5 rSf ivf^im^m) 
tfiit^iui tiir«f lii]|idi«d and ^y-five of these Uves, mid K^t»ilf« 
th€( ^nnual demand fo^ marvellous fals^oods. Such is the 
8ph*itual nourishment most generally administered. Homilies on 
fOl^octs flf merality, as well as £uth, have been oocasioaaily de- 
livered by those at |he h^ai| of the Churvhi frcmi ^he earliest 9^ 
down, at least, to that of Cyiril Lucar ; but such instrpctions have 
nererrMchedtiie body of the people. ' . ' 
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wa ft hrb wofCTeyy tiuaf Aat ia fttiioiuii m fMyi 
hA tbe intraduotioti of wkntcrcp if mott d^nidia^ 
in wqperititvBaSi. For, aa tfao diraouloua storiot iHdi 
which Atie Jivec abaund, ai>e net imve earnoitljr 
ifeoitlGBtcB by the priest than they are greedily 
devoured by the vulgar, ao the habit of reeelidttgy 
iriith uBsusp^ting confidenee, the wildeatlkbles of 
dlliev daya, begets in these an eag^ disposition to^ 
beUeve the present oecurrenoe of eirents so femiHav 
to their erediility. The audaeity of the priesthood 
is animated by the spiritual prostration of the* 
people, and they fail not seasonably to satisfy t^ 
aiwring nvhich they have existed by vefy gross 
and impudent impostures. 

There is one class of sqperstitbus praetiees pre* 
Talent in every part of Greeee, to which we need 
not db.Bkire than make allusion, because few or 
none of them ori^nate in any eomiptioH cf Chris* 
taasity. The eharra, the ma^cal incantation, the 
votive aiid propitiatory offering, the ptKr^ and 
the pdqft^aixMf and similar usages, hav^ de^nded^ 
like the statues and temples, as the i^mnants 
asfid memorials of antiquity. How far the priest** 
hood may have found it usefbl to encourage them,' 
t knon^ not ; but they have not the credit of theiir 
invention. But it may be useftil to conclude this 
Chapter by one or two instances of those monstrous 
impostures which I have mentioned, whidi even' 
cAcceed the e^ieqMm^g absurdities c^ the !tldB9i£m 
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Church ;' and I shmll do so the more readily, because 
one such description is more effectual in represent*^ 
kigtbe religious debasem^ent of a people, than man3r 
vi^e expresdoils of rqproach or eompassiod. 
' The miraculoiis exhibitidn whieh I shillKflr«t 
describe^ IS here represented, as I never faapp^ied 
myself to wiUiess it, on the authority of HicauV 
and for* the most part in his excellent language. It> 
irill appear to some to be of a nature so purely ludi- 
crous, as scarcely to have any claim on our serious 
attention. But there are those who find something 
sad in every spectacle of human degradation/ and 
whose sadness is augmented and darkened when» 
that degradation is exhibited in the- dress of reli-* 
gpon. And it is to such persons that the following 
des^ptionis addre^ed. 

' The Greeks have divers chapels dedicated ^to St* 
George, amongst which , at an obscure village, called, 
by the Turks Bos^hivi^ riot far from Mag|lesta>^ 
there is one^ where^ on the 23d of April, they catry- 
his picture in procession, accoimpanied by mul^ 
ijtudes of Turks as well as Greeks, who resort 
ttither, the first for pastime, the other for inir^>> 
company, and devotion. The picture is about the 
siae'of a sign, <^ which we hang before a shop, and 
has about equal merit of execution.^ This picture, 
(they report and many believe it^ especially- thfe 
women,) wbenr carried by a sinner, is endowed with- 
sojaaueh of the champioji^'s <K>urage^ a»>seVerlJiy; t»^ 
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bekt. and .chastise the. back and shoulders oflthe 
bearer.; but it is more civil and mild to the inno«- 
cent^ or to the less scandaloas in the wickedness of 
life. I had once (says Itieaat) the curiosity to see 
this exhibition: one of the papases took up the 
Champion on his shoulder, accompanied by two 
others of. the like size ; with these all the company 
marched in procession with. much. quietness and 
gravity, until they came under a large plane tree, 
where were the ruins of an. old chapel dedicated to 
this saint. Mass being here celebrated, the priesti, 
returning to their habiliments, left the [Hctures 
to be carried home by the laity, when one, more 
forward than the rest, with fear and reverence, took 
the Champion on his shoulder, which at first began 
a little to move and turn itself, but at length came 
to downright blows and beat the bearer to the earth* 
He was relieved by another, also a sinner, and then 
the other two pictures began the like rage, buffeting 
and beating those that carried them^ with great 
tumult and confusion. This ridiculous piece of 
superstition pleased the humour of the Greeks, and 
scandalized the enemies of our faith ; which, when 
I saw, I wondered at it, and blamed the remissness 
of the bishop, in presence of the priests who ma* 
naged the solemnity of the day. I asked one. of 
them in private, whether they believed that the 
pictures were inspired with life. and motion to beat 
.sinners; to which, making some pause, as unwilling 
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toi&poee on one irhom he gi;Msed difficult togiri 
^radence to audi maAitc^ l^ an&werdd that it wm a 
diiog doubtful and hanjl^ J^4?elteTed by any odien 
dun the Ttilgar satt, «4qd on other occasibiis, dU*- 
Qoundag with the porektes, of this diurdi on thfe 
aailie mibgect^ I aeaned to be conoerned mad tratis^ 
poft^ with some httle passion^ that, in tlie sight of 
(Fui'ks and infidels, they should give countenaiio^ 
to m great a eheat, to the dishonour of our hdjir 
fiuth and gospel^ which is supported oil better 
foundation than on suchidlo and profane imagina* 
tions ; to whidi they gave this answer^ ^ that cos^ 
torn had prerailed, aild that for some ages this 
belief had taken so deep ,a root in the minds of the 
ignorant, that it was hard to undeceive them with* 
out dishonour to the saint, and danger to the whole 
fkbric of the Christian religion. For this belief 
being etpidlly fixed with the doctrines of necessary 
fidth, the confutation of this one would bring the 
others into question, and perhaps persuade the 
people that they Were parting with the main prin«> 
ciples of the gospel.* " 

Certainly, the most tedious and irritating of all 
conflicts, is that which is waged by a more enlight- 
ened posterity against prejudices which have been 
inculcated by the folly or the iniquity of their an- 
cestors ;' and the difficulty of the contest is much 
increased, when the prejudices are of a religious 
natvo^i^. But tim« and moderation, and persere^ 
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xaooe #iU tHtunph eirm ot^r these; fimd in thii 
ilisttoce they wiU be aided by the Aatuml ititeUi^ 
gmce of a people impatient to thraw olT the irdgbft 
and reprowsh of i^pranoe. 

Another and more notorious display of supersti* 
tbn, whidi I propose to describe, leads us to the 
mention of Jerusalem ; lind it may seem a strange 
dffcumttanee and full of sorrowful reflection, than 
we fidiould ariiye, thitough the coirupdons which 
dishonouf our fftith, at the earliest mention of iti 
faicth-itdaee* And, indeed^ it would truly appear 
to any ofie contemplating the present condition of 
Palestine, that it has been selected as a perpettuA 
•cane of the tempoi^al retribution of Ftt)videnc8« 
tn every feature of that desolate country, we read 
mrful irel^dMs of God's justice : like an afflicted and 
UStfepentdnt sin&er, it presents a sullen and scathed 
beoW) eitpresfling the eternal alliance between guilt 
and misery. And if in vain imagination we cast 
mir regardsi oV^r the bhtsted wilderness in pursuit 
of any memorial of what is pure and wholesome in 
<lhe reUg^ou 6t Christ ; if we would trace his holy 
fcotsteps and search for precious emblems of his 
actions aiHl perfections, nowhere can we discover 
any monum<mt of his beneficence and heavenly 
«harity$ of the blesangs which he conferred, of the 
joy which he communicated, by his power and his 
presence — ^No— but at every footstep we" meet some 
0b^ which reoalb to us hbfiadsion and his a^ 
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bis bloixl and his cross are every where forced <m oiir 
recollection ; and the joy and', the . ardour which 
have, hurried us to the birth-place of our Saviour 
are quenched in the melancholy pilgrimage to his 
sepulchre. 

. . ]tVhoever has chanced to pass, like mysctf, thb 
Easter week at Jerusalem, has doubtless made the 
same reflections, as he has beheld the same sad 
spectacle of madness and impiety. Scarcely a day 
passes during that festival undistinguished by some 
scandalous scene of fanaticism. ; But I. shall here 
confine my description . to the miracle ..of the Holy 
Fire, which I have selected, notwi^^^anding' its 
greater notoriety, partly because it is Jil^Hof^such 
high io^portance as to be with many the jMrincipal 
object of pilgrimage, and partly bejpa^se ' it .is 
probably the grossest imposture at thjb momeiit 
practised by the impudence of any priesthood on 
the credulity of any people.: r . f i . . i 

Of the pilgrims who assemble every Easter. at 
the Holy City, the largest mid ^most igno^nt por^r 
tion are of the Greek ^d. Armeni|in churches.: to 
these therefore the Turks, have conuditted the peiv 
formance of the miracle; the priests fail not. to 
make some profit by their labours ; and the TJudts, 
by their connivance, secure the double satisfitotiM 
of extorting the money and insulting the re^om^i 
Christians. 

The ceremony is performed on the Silt^vshjrt 
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imd.llie'ateiie is Ae |Ioly Sepul&re and the little 
cbspel anneKed to.it,. which stapds a separate buildr 
log ^rilhin the church on Mount Calvary. The fire 
.which is, therein miraculously kindled is intended 
<to represent that which descended from Heaven at 
.the prayers of Elijah. I. shall transcribe the de« 
tails nearly as I find them in my Journal. 



Jerusalem, April 21, 1821. 

This is called the Day of Charity; the doors are 
open both day and night, and free and gratuitous 
ingress is allowed to all; so that by ten o' clock 
AM^ . an imin^pse crowd was collected in the 
dbiir0b ai^d. round the chapel of the Holy Sepulchre* 
in this. strange assemblage. we. teoognized the com- 
l^csipn and. costume' of every cbscription of Chris- 
tian : English, Frendi, Ltithehins, Italians, Greeks 
and; Russians, Georgians, Circassians, Tartars, 
Anuemans, Copts, Maronites, Druses, and the 
various; tribes of Syrian Arabs, rushed togetb^ 
into one '.mass'; itnd to complete the universal 
sodety, we were increased by Uie presence of an 
American; and* an Abyssinian. 
,' For what purpose was it that every Christian 
name was here collected round the Sepulchre of 
Christ? How were these pious pilgrims occupied 
at tliat time and on this spot ? They were col- 
leq^ |ar jtb0 piH^ofe of witn^i^ngfitbdra mhsade 
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oi" thd Modcttry ^ ii mfi-ftAe i AA&t u- idoltttibfi of 
iiie lAWft of niiture by Ood, or th^ greAtett iiiiiik 
whieh <ian be dSTered to 6dd by man $ either ft 69% 
Ughttd by the itnmedlate act &! Heaireti^ (»^ ftti ftet 
^hiok igemed to oftll downiite frotn HeA¥|ffi) ti 
destroy the ficetie of- such inoii8tfoi»i impieiy. 
They were dccupied during the awful interval^ AOt 
in prayer or in any serious meditation^ not even in 
crossing, or prostration, or any vain ceremony of 
worship. So far were they removed from any 
dtich feeling, that they selected that particular 
knoment for indulgence in buffik>nerie£» and indi^ofetlti 
cies tat sui^mssing the extravagance of any Italic 
carnival. They tan and dragged each otbef round 
the Sepulchre; they mounted dn ^acb Cher's 
shoulders | ^ey btiilt themiselves up into pyramidt^^ 
they hung by thdb: heel6^ naked or half naked ; tbey 
petformed the circuit of the holy ehap&ls tUmUing 
like mountebanks* The shouts and the shrieks frooi 
so many voices in so many languages^ sharpened 
with cental shrillness, surpassed any idea that catt 
be formed by the languid imaginations «f the west. 
And the spectacle was rendered still taore various 
and the uproar more discordant by the tiolent pro* 
beedings of the Turkish and Albanian soldiers, in 
their vain attempt to tranquillize fanaticism by 
blows. 

Presently we observed two priests, a Greek and 
an Armenian^ eater the chapel of the Sepuldure; 
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1^0 door wasottdEiifly ddMed after them, and Btricdj 
guarded by a strong body of Tiirika. At thn 
m^t ibk impodeiice of the mob rather inisreased, 
and they rushed with more earnestness towards the 
walls of the ohapel^ every one with new torches, or 
tapers in bis hand, triinmed to receive the expected 
fire. There were Wo or three small orifices ot 
windows in the walls^ to which every eye was eagerly 
directed* Biit their suspense was still somewhat 
protracted ( for the Turkish governor, who takes 
espeeial ddight in the miracle^ and always supers* 
intends its execution, was not yet arrived. 

The body of the church is overlooked by n gal**- 
lery> which was occupied by Turica of distinpti^Ui 
by ^nghA and other travellers, by some Bxunan 
Catholics, and several womto,. chiefly Armeniana. 
These spectators contemplated the scene beneath 
them with great di&r«ipe of fading. The Turks 
merely laughed with un&guised and unmitigated 
eontempt: a Protestant might smile or sigh, as 
ridicule or pi^ predominated; but the memory 
ef what he beheld could furnish Inatter for none 
bttt mdancholy reflection. The Latins wore 
sincerely indigfiant against the performance of a 
profitable imposture in whidi themselves had no 
ishare, and would willingly hav^ counterfeited con>* 
tempt, if they could have forgotten^ the blood of 
fit. Januarius, and similar impieties of tKdr own 
diurch. The Armei^ Wdmtn S4t exptoting a 
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real miracle, in unlimited and unheaitating faUh 
and confidence. 

, After the dispatch of more important business^ 
the governor at length arriyed and took his seat : 
every light had long ago been extinguished in everj 
part of. the church, and. the storm beneath bad 
beai visited only by such glimpses of daylight as 
descended upon it, chiefly through the cupola^ from 
a sky of the clearest blue and most heavenly, tran- 
quillity. . Very soon, afterwards we observed a 
glimmering through the orifices in. the holy chapel; 
it increased to a flame-and instantly became percep- 
tible to the crowd. The shout .which announced 
this event, the completion of the .mirade, was the 
prelude to an exhibition of madness surpassing all 
that had. preceded. The more zealous, or more 
vigorous, fanatics pressed towards thle chapel, that 
.they might obtain a:mare genuine light by. the im-* 
inediate af]f)lication of their tapers to the divine 
fountain ;. and the: eagerdess of. those .behind. to 
participate, though less perfectly, in the)ble8i9ibg, 
brought on a struggle.with. those whq were near^ 
the sanctuary, and whp were, anxious to carry away 
their own light unoontaminated^ but in j this they 
sddbm! succeeded; and thus the fire was communi- 
<:ated with extretoe rapidity, and in less than five 
minutes' the whole church presented an uninter- 
i-upted M^e of several thousand tapers and torches. 
In tbeja^w tm^ tlw. two priests, whose entrance 
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&as.'beeil flientioned, were eaYried'oiit of tKe dia|)el 
on the' shaulders of sotne fkvoured devotees, either. 
of tbem waving a oelestial torch of the purest flame,* 
which not one among' the fanatic crowd either be- 
lieved or suspected to be. the creation of their own 
imjpioiis haixds. 

: . Thisfa/^t is made credible by th6 general history 
of superstition ; that which I am .'about to meqtion: 
is even ;niore extravagant • but not less true. An- 
opinion is ;umvel-sally prevalent, that the -holy j fire 
has no power to bum or injure ; and experiments 
of this quality are every year made by almost every 
pilgrim on his own person;, all^ of course, are 
singed, and burnt, and scarred; and yet, whether 
it be that the energy of their enthusiasm repels or 
deadens the sense of pain, or that each man believes 
his own suffering to be an exception, in visitation 
perhaps of some secret and unconfessed sin, all 
persist in their original belief, and continue to pro- 
claim with one voice, in defiance of truth and sense 
itself, the innocence of the holy flame. 

As soon as they were wearied by these excesses 
they gradually retired and dispersed, in order to 
preserve the remains of their tapers by melting 
them on fragments of linen which they destined to 
be portions of their winding-sheet, and a passport 
to a better state of existence. The Turkish gover- 
nor and the other spectators departed also ; and 
if the scene which we had witnessed were not such 
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aa to teftke Chrialitolly veqmt^Ue M ^(Im iii»d of 
A Mahometaiit it vas such^ at leastt aa mght ll««k 
a lasting lesson bf modemtibn to a ProtaPt^il ; i<^ 
saight teach him to eompadsianate the fiinaticiiitt 
frem which he is so fer removed i ^d, b3r p^^sentn 
ing to his actual observation the wildest imt^natile 
^orniities practised in the nat&e ot Christ, It inight 
tisaeh him to o^^^look the Barrow limits and sot^e^' 
perceptible shades which may bapp^ to divide him 
from bis neigjibour; it might teach him the exer-^ 
dse of charity towards triSing errors and partial 
deviations, by shewing him how boundless is the 
field of superstition, and how frightful are the patha 
which perplex it, 
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On the MquOfStic System, 

Ashr m iSAs period in our investlgtttioii^ the doe^ 
trines aiid ea^moziies attributed ta ikie Ghreek 
CHitizch belong In common te that ot Rassiai 
not so indeed the mass of eorrapAons which hati 
grown out of them, and still less the daseaeal and 
antique superstitions of the people ; for m^y of 
the former were torn away by the reforming hand 
of Peter the Great ; and the latter could have no 
existence in a country which has no anfiquity. 
But in all the tenets of faith, in the number and 
nature of the Sacraments, in the use of liturgies, 
and in the rites of worship, the colony continues 
faithfully united with the mother-church. Fop 
Peter was one of the very few princes whose inter- 
ference in the religious concerns of his people has 
been free from personal prejudice or vanity, and 
directed by no other motive than a wish for his 
people's improvement. This singleness of purpose 
facilitated the results of his consummate prudence ; 
and as there was no peculiar dogma which he was 
anxious either to controvert or establish, be abstained 
from any aggression on the consdence of any of his 
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subjects ; and he was thus enabled to accomjdish a 
national reformation in the ministry and discipline 
of the church, with no opposition from the people^ 
and little from the ^ministers themselves ; for the 
object of his effoirts was obvious and intelligible, 
when they attacked the. vices and not^ the opinions 
of men^ and were contented to turn the most fla- 
grant abuses of religion, to tb6 utility ;<tf t^e; ^ts^tf. 
As a' mere political act» the . reformation; ia Ruas^ 
'WsA complete in nature and success; the moral 
advantage which it has produced is felt an^ aC'- 
knowlei^ed in every province and in every rank; 
and in a religious fcint of view, I cannot but con-t 
sider it as one of the most important, incidents in 
ecclesiastical history*' Of the many reasons for- this 
opinion, I shall be satisfied to mei^tlon one ; — the 
regeneration of the Hussian church exposes, by the 
clearest light and experience, the fallacy of that 
absurd prejudice, that the corruption of any- reli- 
gious system becomes, by Ipng* endurance, so identir 
fied with its body and substance as , to make it 
impossible to remedy the one without risking the 
integrity of the. other; that ^ of all existing, esta- 
blishmentS) churches alone are, such as to admit 
peither of restoration nor^ repair, but are destined, 
by some. secret necessity, to sink. with all their origi- 
ginal defects, in unretarded decay, until rthey.are 
finally swept .away, to make room for .some new 
Aind more enduring establishment,. 
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' If tfatr foolish and fatal prejudice .^ould ip any 
ca3e be vdl-founded, it would be most ^ surely 
ao among a barbarous and ignorant people, whode 
fidth is established on no principles of thought or 
reason; who perceive nothing beyond the form^ 
eternally presented to them, and mingle the sanc^ 
tity of their priestliood with all th^r )-eligious noticms. 
And yet such precisely were the people of Russia 
when they endured » without complaint, or any 
tiiought of apostacy^ the sudden removal of those 
oottsecrated deformities which made the most pro* 
minent, and perhaps the most visible portion of 
their church. 

The Russian reformation did not in any degree 
extend to Greece^ and perhaps we shall find occa-^ 
mn hereafter to recur to it ;. at present we will not 
desert the country to which our observations have 
been principally;directed, as the more immediate 
object of their practical utility. 

The monasticlife, which arose out of the melan- 
choly fanaticism of Egypt and Syria, could present 
no natural attraction to the restless vivacity of the 
Greek ; in fact almost every quality that is truly 
genuine and national in the composition of his 
character must have revolted against the gloomy 
ilmovation *. And yet, from the love of innova- 

* It wM natimd to apprehend that the great prevale&ce of 
jmnikery ia any oountry would in some degree influence tbf 
national character by the partial diffusion of itf peculiar, yi^ws, 
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tidily ^cnai the l&fii itf Ufo manreliotki, frdifi the 
feret^ of fsxknlple^ fh»iti the weight cf Authority i 
tiie ikxTupdon soon txx)k root every wbere^ aad 
>ras Adttiifihed by the impure rapoiirs of supertii^ 
lieilk But it jseems t6 toe nerer to have attainedi 
ifi ft 6dl n6t tiatundly <^eulated fbf it, that exttfae^ 
ilHIee ^ utiihealtbj i^Uage With whi^ it dtekeaed 
§Hi<^ toutitries^ both of die east and treet Ahd I 
lua^ therefdr^ detefbii^ed to bdiete that, if utider 
happier cireumfttaudeA its entire extirpntidti ihatt 
{nrote impossible^ it t^ill at least be so t^niiied ai to 
hiing forth, eren in itD old age, soi^e fruili of soeiid 
advantage and dijffiisive piety. ' 

' A very refihed principle has been disooveted to 
justify the monachism of the East. I really know 
Hot hotr far it hite obtained favour in th^ Lat&i 
fehuh^h ! the hermiti the original and genuine wMnki 
eonsidered himself as a being seljMfevoted to tb^ 
curse of God, for the >ake of faia bl:etht«n who ti^ 

^abtta, and principlat* Bat it hM pn>dnced no siMh effect la 
Greece, nor has it deadened one fibre of the moral frame of that 
people. Indeed, the inmates of some Of the larger ODnrents haftt 
fbfw«r mohaatie peculiaritlM and mutii vwf worUlj TirMltj «aA 
Imowledge than it is easy at first to account for. But besides the 
singular tact and native penetration of the Greek, a reason for 
tins ihay Be fbund in the «on«tiViition of the syttetn-i for A» il 
ctmtalns no distinct order of mendicants^ and yet is not insensible 
to the profitable merits of mendicity, tne members of each con- 
rent are successively deputed to this office ; and thus there are 
ttiauy among them who at one time or other have travelled to 
%Mi« diitanoe item their oells, and tatai Muna part ia the, 
flimfMofie«i«fy« 
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mataed t^pOMd to the M^rliM esoA teffiiftnitaift ef 
di» world*! AnkiiAtod by this goneifoiis tnotiV6^ 
olid fiiU of ^le pMMli ardour irhich alike ooaasioiitfd 
Md nsultid from it^ he tetinted to ieme IrUgg^ 
grotto ki the aioattttii& side, whiA he ft^ticdfied by 
Itb aotitttde, bhi awfterities^ litid hb A^ortytdoiH; 
liot k WM Mbo difitoV^ted thM tl& expktioft 
oould be made as effectually by sodal, as by indi^ 
tidud se<^lufiiott ; and then these holy persons 
assMlbled bi desolate ^aceii, aiid fbUtided largd 
fSbfomutitieS of voluntary tictims^ oS^tiAg ill 
thedisehrite an immaculate sacrifice fbt thi^ idns of 
iMn. In What manner the morality of mankind 
Was probaUy aflteted by the belief that the riiftueft 
6t the innoceUt were eter ascending to Heat ett aft 
a perp^tuid atonement fbr the sins of the ivicked, 
we nekl not inquire ; attd it is equally o^i^tain that 
tt'beeame th6 interest of the ridi and worldly to 
Increase the number, if they ODuld not always se«> 
eure the purity, of these Victim*^ so that the masih 
of expiatory piety might bear a constant proportion 
to the increase of their own crimes. 

Founded on this principle, (which M. Stourdsa 
tells us was the only principle of their foundation,) 
monastic institutions spread widely and rigidly 



* " A 6tre anath^e poor leurs fibres deineiir^fl ^h proie aut 
orages et tentations.** Stourdia. And again : ^^L^institUtion del 
tyrdres monaatiques n'tist fondle que sur Vid€e fotidamontals 
dWe ezpiatioa yolonture d^ub iiuioceilf poor Id Coiipable.** 
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tbxough the East ; nor were tliere anywhere want* 
Jlig, either fanadcs who shared in the superstxtioaa 
Ihey created, or hjrpocrites who were w3Hng to 
profit by th€pi. For the reception of such.pers(mS| 
fpacious buildings were erected in healthy and im<^ 
posing ^ituafiofis^ and the ease and conTenienoes 
which they offered, multipiied the number of theti^ 
inhabitants. 

Another circumstance which tedded to their in^ 
crease and conservation, was the sanctity with which 
they were invested, as well by the authority of the 
government as by the superstition of th^ people. 

Under the disturbed and feeble swaj of the 
later emperors, the respect for these sacred places 
grew more prevalent, as the laws had less force ; 
for it suj^lied in many cases the place of law. 
After the fall of the empire, from the ea^lie^ 
period of Turkidi rule, the Forte displayed tl^ 
refinement of its political ingenuity, in making use 
of the Greek clergy as one instrument to. govern^ 
the Greek people. The result of this measure was 
at least beneficial to the clergy themselves, and to 
all their religious establishments; and thus the 
sanctity of a Christian monastery was maintained*, 

* Proofs of tHe general trutK of this, in spite of occasional ex« 
ceptions, may be found in most of the books of Oriental Travel- 
}en» During Dodwell's residence at Athens, the Turkish Disdar 
having incurred, by a gross indiscretion, the anger of his fellow- 
countrymen^ took refuge in a Christian convent. Even during 
the fury of the present revolution, we learn that the convent of 
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u^dkr^roy drcumrtaiice cf MftfamnetAh dei^^ 
DeBpotiani; bj this GonceBsicm^ must have suf- 
fered some degree of mitigtitidD, flince thi^re existed 
any asjlum which it dared not violate ; and to us 
it is a grateful and Consoling office, to trace any 
vneful puipoBe to which Providence has been 
pleased to turn the folly of man/ deriving even 
from our silliest superstitions some instrument to 
benefit or to correct us. 

The convents of the East were not peopled only 
by the indolent or the fanatic ; the law which ex- 
eluded the secular clergy from the highest offices in 
the church opened their gates to ecclesiastical am- 
bition* The monastery was the only school for 
bisiiops and patriarchs ; and to the narrow educa« 
tkm there received, we may undoubtedly attribute 
much- 6f the selfish and passionate bigotry^ which 
disgraced for abov^ ten centuries the hierarchy tit 
fhe'£ast. But the institutions themselves faiM 
not ta derive advantisige from the honours, the vir* 
tues, and even the vices of those whom they had 
sent forth to dignity; and to this class of their 
members was generally confined whatsoever leam- 



8t. liake, on Mount H^oon, Was spared by the Mahometan 04^^^ 
diers, who gained temporary possession of it. After they had 
retired, the monks returned and found over the principal gate an 
inscription to this purport : *^ The Albanians in the Mussulman 
Army have prevented the Turks from destroying this convent, 
'betcnUe ihey hold it saered, and have frequent v$$d it a$ ah! 
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jug 0f aUtt in Uwology waa found iriihia lltt imBi; 
Ifo ciieiiQistaQoe haa oootrihuted so ini:|ch aa this 
tp the ipaiqtenaiiee of the mooaati^ order in 4^ 

Slope ^f the moat beautiful spots in Greece haiie 
^U choien £»r the aituation of oonTsntp* In de^ 
fl^d seeludefl gl^a pq tl^e mountain'a side, aBaong 
pfeefi of lui^udmt foliage* uourished bj perennial 
waters, removed by the sapae eleiration above the 
ipcjiay ^ap^fea pf the villageys and the noxious 
exhalations of th^ p^M^Si the Qalf>yer has little of 
fartbly ca^ or t^pj^ehension tp divert bia tbougbta 
frq^ thP pbj^t th^y profess to pupaecute ; and if 
it be true, (and thf re fure |eif who have not aoune 
times felt it true,) that it is useful ai^d vbdesania 
to the mind and charftpt^, that it enlightens ouJa 
yt^W f^pd even uniiQ^s ouv pi^, cabnly to conn 
tmplpt# th^ roigeatic ^^eaaion of nature, and to 
^veil upon her beauty and aublimify, we shall 
vimingly b^ve that the inpiate of a Gvww ccwb 
YM»t may derive fpcm the aaen^y that sum>\inda 
hipi an additional i^otiye tp ^eUgious 9ieditaticin^« 

But I make 1^9 dou^t that it was tha aalul^tiy 
of these situations which in the first instance re- 
comipend^ thein, r^^ther thftn their bw4ly i ^ I 



* M. Stoijrdza mentioned w^th some, admiration, the reply of a 
Ruasis^.monk to the tr^vellpx whq ventured ^^piorantly to ia^ 
4iHrf, to whf^t books hia ^Uu^ f tu^ea wc|^e diref^ ^^ XL mflgi* 
tra poor toate r^ponse, la terre et lea deuz." ^ 
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^mmt f0cfim th^t tbe (Sreels^ im my mgfi e# iMii 
q( sMity, have, paid to the natural waBgrn^p^noa of 
ikmvQViniryf the adiairq^n which it claims imd 
4<»wipesi I but td a ibrauger meditaliag the mo^ 
MSilicf edifice* of romantic Attica, Daphne and 
Clareas^ Ascunatoa and Siriani, or gazing on tbil 
grotesque wonders of MegaspeUa, or on thesf 
minre attractive buildinga which erown the JSgeban 
idanda» Tenos^ or PaBos, od MTaxos, or the deaolats 
Sfioy k is hard indeed to bdieve that tiae ^^ relig^en 
ef die ^oe"^ ia unMt by its inlmbitnts abne^ 
wd that the noblest speeta^de cm earth is pseseniiad 
to their hourly contemplation in vain. 

1%^ picwfca.consist partly p[ caloyess ov ipdests, 
and pmrtly of ky-brethren4 The emfdoymei^ of 
^ foi^nl^r ave of a nattine wbcdly reUgwas, and 
they rival in seventy and inutility the niost kbcH ^ 
mas absurdities nl a Latin convent £v^7 day 
in Lc^ the caloyers read oyer the whole Psalter, 
qnoe ndi the Gloria Vnpiy and ^ee M^msam atU» 
9mafj fmirdi Psaim^ and fauc at the end of eatery 
tenth* The Metania consists in bowing and hjseing 
Ae .gnofund thve^ times, and the numbec of these 
mist be completed to 800 in the course %>f twenty^ 
Ibnr boues. In this aeeapalaen, the two fest boon 
of the night, and the two immediately following 

* It has been ol>ierYedf that these buil^mgv ase ffe^ueqtly 
found on the site^ and even partly conBtnict^d from the mater^alsi; 
eCaadioat typist 07 vaoeUa. ' : : ^ 
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fliidiiighty are devoted. Matins begin at four in ^m 
moiniiig, and las^ till dawn of day. The cricfcra*^ 
iion of the tedious litui^is followed by^thdve-^ 
citeti<m of the life of some saint or hermit t Md of 
the niiie hymns which fdlow, six are acMressed to 
dae Virgin, and three to the tutekly saint of tka 
place Off of the. day* 

During the intervals, however, between the nu^ 
meious fasts of the diunrh^ the duties of the caloyer 
admit of condderaUe relaxation, and we may be- 
lieve that the holy festivals are not celelmted with 
Cfddness or ihdiiiference, even in the bosom of the 
monasteries. . . ' 

/ .Hie domestic drudgery and c^her worklly affairs 
of the ccmvent are committed to the lay-brelhrenv 
They tmd the cattle, and cultivate with their own 
huids the cortifidds» the vineyards and the olive-^ 
gjaounds; iheyeoUect or sell the pivdiieey andso 
supp^ the' human wants of theit spiritual biietlicrsy 
aato remove them as far. as pdssiUe.fmm all eardily 
ecaitanliinaition. For it was forgotten in tihe spedoaa 
theory of monachism, that it is this very contact 
with earth which gives the strength to. spring to^ 
Heaven ; . and that it is from dils very soil c^ stainr 
and poUittions, that our oieigies and our virtues 
ar0 derived/ and that it .womld be wicked, if it w^re 
possible, for any man to avoid the world who is 
gifted with the means to improve it. 

The extent of the revenues caijoyed hgr.tlie.i 
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MStib'arder m Qfe(ste cannot h6 a^gtief #ith any^ 
eerldintj} they yary ^tranely in di^^ent pro* 
vaiee», and aetording to the ieapHocs of > an ariM^' 
eious despolisni. - I havesMni mahycDnVeiits wHidi 
•iiein tO'jiistify by : Ae ^hew of Inisery the lanienta* 
ticBis of their inhalntants ; others again have some 
iqipeavance of comfort and abiindaik^; bdt the 
most opulent amoi^ them bear no compamdn vidi 
tbei monlMtdricA of Italy and Sidly in cfepky at 'm 
jlaaifty of ^roahh. There are twenty convwts oar 
Maunt Adibs possessing ebctensive lands arid forin* 
mg the loetropidis of orietifial inoiUichism: ydt 
ftokxi iheae iiiiited the Turkish gohrerament extorts 
Bokkrger tributathan a tlionsond dollars a monlh» 
Oir abintt JQKMK. a yetfr; and ais this fiu^ muslr 
pTOve-catfier ejloverty in .the- subject - or modecatioitf 
Uidi&goyernmeiit, we need not hesitJtte ta acquieseer 
inthe* farmeo- 'bdiefi Dr. Clarice has given" us' aS 
mdanoholy description of the condition of SaitiM f 
he tdbusridial the wholekland, being about «i^hiy- 
seven nliles in circumference, contains only' ISfiW 
iiriiatttantS) and that it is eAtitely in the handtiol 
tte ckurdi. ^''The swalrm of €»doyersfaBd Gre^fe 
papas haTe made; » desert of this fine island,' where' 
all the qualifications neeessary for a priest, and to 
Kve by the hadtrstty 6f others, is the tilent dF being 
jableto repeat mass after memory. The bish<^ of 
Samos, who is also bishop of Nicariir, enjoys an 
annual income of 2000 crowns, and derives consi- 
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«altte iQ the moDtb of Miijr*"- To ibis suprmumjr 
cf tbo pcie8t]iO04 the ImvelleE!. attributea the iaUiog 
oS^&om the anoieiit populatisa and fertiMfj of llui 
idaQd. 

I know not vhenee Dr* Olarke Tcsaved this fiiM 
ftnanaliflni cyr aifter what acmipulQiiniest of examiff 
aation he puUisbed it ; but I know diat in the 
neuiMotioD of Graece^ SainiM; was. among the firair 
fflo^eaatawajrhecshioiucl;^^ that stipiding alone* in 
tlieve93ir front of battle, die has vepeiled some off 
the^ercest assault^ of the enemy, and that the life 
and vigour whidi dievesumed in 1821, die retiina 
nmoalaled to this laoneiit; and. I wM not (Nm4 
Ibis oocasion.to exjnress my hope that, whensoevtn 
die a^jkics of the East diall be finally acfifuiged^ 
Samos will be comprehended in the Hellenio rei 
pnhUe. 

^ Q[?he fmnsiimstanc^s vfaioh ga^e. birth to diad 
twdety"*^ oS religions orders which inliest soma 
^man Catholic oountries, haire not existed in the 
^fUitern ohureb; so that the ancient unity df the 
inatitution atill subsists without any deriatbn fcen^ 

* Mf S^npto(p. 145) eii»iii«rate^ yl^^ gMt; i^rd^r ih^ wi)t 
which have arisen from the multiplication of the monastic orde^ 
in tha west ; and at the head of tLe list he is so impartial as to 
Sl^OMiyftiniMitVnl 
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Kule, iba iwne icmid and eei^PMinieft ni irarabipt 
tre evmrywbfi^ ohserved, and tho veneration i«r 
anfiqwlyhaa preierved atleasl the aemUanee <tf 
fcilttrnity and oonefw}. The Greeks are extremely 
IHToud of this adbeson to ancient custom^ and theiv 
ii0Bd0lm ffom the atain of Popish corruptiona. But 
a Pratestant jnH perhaps consider the suocesnva 
introdneticin nixiffw orders into the Boman ehuvok 
1)8 iheonnse^ii^pe i^ther than the o^use of caarup-* 
Hona* vhieh had abeady grown out of other ereata 
and aaeadoita, eciclesia^aal and politieal^ Ifaat had 
noldisturbed the eburoh of Greece. Hewfllisrthet 
amiflldev it an attempt^ not only to raise np Ibsrii 
soldiefs for the banners of popery, but also to vartusa 
Ae pcimitiye saverity c^ monastio diseipline^ lelaxed 
hy emy fomn of Tice and debauchery. But the 
l^edy had no other effect than to hasten the pio^ 
giess of a makdy already incucable, and to acGda# 
nrte the certain hour of rdEoarmation. On the other 
hand, ^he monasteries of the East, however fas they 
siay have receded &om the purity of the prhunple 
an which they were founded, fdl at no period so 
kw in sensuality as those of the Roman church* 
The epoch of their deepest moral degradation was 
probably the period immediately preceding the 

t atomdia 99f» that, mtn 8t. BaaU hinuell to 
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Turkii»h conquest. But there were drcuinstaiioefi^ 
eyeii then which preserved thetn fronf ettth'e debasd^ 
inent . The natural abstemiousness 6t omn tals * , if 
It diminishes the fancied merit of their fasts, exempts 
them at least from the reproach of what is most 
gross in sensuality ; another reason will be found 
in their form of Church government, which was 
neither in its principle purely despotic^ nor de«i 
manded in its operation that entire prostratiotf 
before priestly authority which pernaitted every" 
earthly licence to the man who had conisecrated 
himself to God. A third, and still more powerful 
veftson may be, that the Greek convents never 
risached that splendour of luxurious opttlence whidi' 
adorned the lordly hierarchy of the west. These? 
and other causes have contributed to save the churdi^ 
of Greece from the dis^ace and the misfortanetf 
which have afflicted (and, I would willingly hope^' 
corrected) her rival. With all the Cidlies and 
all the crimes which stain her history ; with aH the 
dissensions. which have torn her bosom so prolific 
of heresy, she was outstripped by her competitor 
in the race of corruption, and her natural course 
was not nearly run when she was delivered into th^ 

hands of the Mussulman. The loss of xndepen<»' 

' ■ \ 

* This reason acquires more weight than we might otherwise 
be disposed to allow to it, from the fact that the convents of 
Hasn, before thdr refoimation, are deacrtbed w have riralM 
in vulgar profligaof tbe moat degradfd ordeni of tlto 
church. 
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d^oe,.wU^}i impost jbragu restraint upon b^ 
CQoduct, was at. least fatpi^^Ic^ to her. morality ; 
the loss of part of her property diminished th^ 
femptatioQ and the means pf sui ; the Joss of her 
)earning». which had. so seldom he^ founded on any 
gpod principle or applied to apy M&[0ful purpose^ 
secured to her a kind pf inanimate tranQutt? 
lity. And thus it is that she has subsisted and 
subsists under the Turkish government, equally 
ezepipt fixHU any dangerous vice or any active yir? 
t|ie« This would seem on slight attention to be ^ 
yery melancholy condition, admitting little hope of 
l9ielica>ation ;. for in this absence of energy and 
depression of vitality, it is in v^n to search for tb^ 
see^s of reformation^ or to expect them to spring tp 
spontaneous maturity from so cold and neglected s^ 
84^, And certainly the church of Greece is in np 
condition to work out its own reformation. But 
deeper consideration shews us that the very cB*cumi 
Stances and character which render it incapable, of 
any great, internal effort, prepare it permanently to 
profit by improvements which may be introduced 
by external means. Its ignorance may be con-* 
ducted to wisdom, because it is attended by little 
prejudice ; its superstitions may be smoothed 
away, because they are not necessary for the sup- 
port of the hierarchy, and its poverty will at least 
preserve from reproach the motives of its reformers. 
The reform, which it is too feeble to efiect by its 
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ewn mstgyi it itifty luid il tmni f€cA'¥i (lite ill 

But we rewtve Ihis Bubjeol feir Mir tMHAwiiBg 
vmsidetatiDiis; al fMrdBelil it b sufldttttt to obddffti 
thiii the s^t whkh ^Iredomifittten ift the eanfeHCt 
tji the Eaftty Is eotitented) iHcuricMft igtioMiiHH» 
tontented with the negligent perfttftklai^cis of thi 
pfe«etfbed mritei^^ aAd itiburioUii jrM})eetiiig lh« 
tfuthfl cotitfuned in theiA^ riespeetibg die BVibdtlldei 
kai reftlity of religion. At the fall of the ChdS^ 
tiftH empite^ ati ambition iVo longef sUf>][)iIi§(I 
ttidtives fot eitertion, all theolo^^ le^^nii^g) i^d 
even the nkill ahd a^our of co^trotertsy^ mb^ 
tided with it. Fdaref and more illiterate mi 
biore innocent than theil* brethren of the West) 
the monkn of Qfeece might lirith l^bueh' greater 
ease be eompelled or persuaded to resign the inani«k 
mate indoIen<te of aA Useless life, imd beetttiie led 
and living membehs of a coitomtinity whieh eer» 
biinly stands in need of every aid to vitality. 
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Turn Gte«k ^hureh p^lmito to it^ siscular ^kr^ 
4he:eiyoyme«il «f ii}iirckigd« with the resirfctidns thiUt 
A« priest ahttU malry wc^ coily^ and a yugin* Hb 
ma aspire to no higher dignity than that of (Nfoto* 
paplu»i becauw die poiieision of the fint offie^ li 
tionfioedi as we hdve aheady menticxied^ to the ta^ 
jQiuitic order : ftxr * << the orthodok ishncth. regatds 
her bifihopift as holocausts smoking on: the high 
f liic^" an aton^aent for the sins of her ohildc^ | 
and .she belieres that the bolihess of the sacrificfe 
can only be perfected by celibacy. But the secnkf* 
)»tldst^ Vrhoin this loft^ monalBtic prindple does "not 
jdTect^ was by the. originid church aotually obliged 
te marry^ and eVeo to quit the priesthood at th^ 
death of his wi^. Of the permission^ which no# 
holds the pki» of thftt obligations th« greats ptt«t 

«» This ii tbe txta<^ioii of Sf . StoUrdsB. 
-)- Such I understand to be the law in Armenia at this moment. 
Dr. King tells us, that the Greek priest may marry a second 
'tl]ti«) if Ms dio^MR lo ^h hi» iaciM profeirioh. i do nM dbm- 
)N^lMnid bi^w Hiil faoility of layi^ inde tlie tninistry when o&ee 
-toBuAed, ift iMm«isfisn« iHth the high selomnity sttadisd by tUs 
churdii to the iocrcmeni of ordination. 
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of the clergy are found very ready to avail them- 
selves. 

Here then we are furnished with another instance, 
in which the Greek church is unstained by the later 
•Oorruptions of popery. In the earlier ages of eocle- 
siastical history , before temporal ambition became 
the ruling spirit of the Vatican, it may be doubted 
whether of the two chixrches^ had farther receded 
ftom the (nmple purity of Cfaristiantty ; for if there 
was more arrogance on the one ade, there%as mote 
•dissension and restless intolerance on the othari 
But the subsequent abusies of the Roman churchy as 
they arose direedy or indirectly from the nature 4if 
its government, did not spontaneously :q>ring up in 
the East ; nor were they easily introduced there, 
on account of the schism and animosities which dis- 
tracted and divided the diutches, and preserved, 
perhaps, that of Orcece. 

The situation of the. secular clergy in the Eas^ 
IS in general very low and abject. Taken from the 
lowest orders, and little improved by a most imper- 
fect edueation, they associate .|nth. the coitoidii 
people as oompaniotis rather thatt instriietoaes,* Hod 
their condition is almost equalized by the poverty 
which is common to all. Their subsist^ice is chiefly 

- * I liaTei8«eii:ihein eag^gtd. wkk.ihdr feUow-Jalioiiitn at the 
hwrrett, and hare been assured that they are gtaimilf hired. «t 
kver wages than the peas ants, owing to their Inferiority in ski)! 
or industry. 
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derived from the fees which they are able to collect 
for the performance of the occasional services of 
religion ; and as it generally happens that the bar- 
gain must be made before the ceremony b^ns, 
and as a bargain in Greece is seldom unattended 
by some violence of feeling and expression, it is 
hard to conceive that much serious respect can 
be felt by the people, either for the person of the 
vender, or even for the ceremony so directly and 
indecently retailed to them. 

We are informed that the secular clergy of 
Russia were disgraced, b^ore the Reformation, by 
every description of vulgar sensuality ; but in 
Greece, at this moment, though it be usual for tra- 
vellers to inveigh against the gross and gluttonous 
habits pf a Greek priest, I am very far from believ- 
ing that the lower orders of the clergy at all deserve 
the charge of general immorality. On the con- 
traryy I feel assured that there are many among 
them, as I know that there are some, whose poverty 
is not disgraced by avarice, whose ignorance is made 
attractive by simplicity, and who have found, evea 
in the dregs of Christianity, many incentives to 
virtue, and many motives to piety. 

In general, the revenues of the Greek church are 
iscanty and precarious. . The original and fixed 
endowment of the Patriarchate has fidlen for the 
most part into the hands of the Turks, either by 
confiscation or by debt ; for It has been a part iif 

H 
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the polky of the Forte to advance occasional Imns 
fo the diurch at high interest^ which it rigidly 
exacts — so aa to appropriate a great proportion of 
the income, and to establish an increasing claim aa 
the principal^ of the church property. I have been 
assured, that^ durii^ the few last years, this debt 
has rather increased than diminished*. The Patri- 
arch succeeds to the pr<^rty of archbishops and 
bii^pa, and even of those priests who die diildless, 
and this is said to be the most productive source of 
his revenue. Ck^casional contributions «re levied 
on the faithful^ whenever the election of a new 
Patriarch, or the necessities of the cfaurch, or the 
caprice of the Turk, fiimish a pretext or a. r^H 
son. A bishop derives his revenue partly from such 
ecclesiastical endowments as may still exist^in his 
diocese, and partly from collections in kind made 
under the name of free-offeriD^ at his» vkitationa> 
which usually take pl&ce twice a year. Several 
of the monasteries are taxed at the rate of a doUar 
annually for every caloyer, in additional aid of the 
episcopal state, which at last is very poorly sup* 
ported. Respecting the nudntenanoe oi the lower 
orders of the clergy, enough has already been said 
to prove its insufficiency; and from t&is hasty 
glance on the resources of the different branches of 
ike ecclestastical establishment of Greece, it would 
appear that the revenues of the convents are those 

* Aocording to Ricaut, (page 98,) in W2, it amounted to 
360,000 doUitoi. 
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best secured and least subject to caprice or aoei«> 
dent ; and indeed, though verj far removed ftom 
splen^ur or superflahy, tb^y seem quite sufficient 
for the decent support of the order which ei^oys 
them. And thus it happens that the least useful 
members of the lebgbus community^ those who 
least contribute to the instruetiony or improvement, 
or haj^iness of the people; those whose rery ejsist- 
euce is the mare creaition of supersCitkm, the work 
of the fenatidsm of man, enjoy some temporal 
advantage over those who labour not always inef* 
fectually^ and who owe their institution to the 
wisdom and the beneficence of 6od. ^ 

The government of a Christian church » of which 
the actual head is a Mahometan, would scarcely 
be a subject of serious inquiry^ were it not thwt 
the Porte has constantly maintained the origkia) 
fcrm of its constitution ; and that, in th^ prdfipedl 
of any sort of rdbrmation in any fbrm of Chtisii- 
anity^ Ae government generally presents the gJB^stt" 
est obstacles to alteration, as it is often the moef 
fiiulty part 6f the system. Bat it wilt appear l^al 
socb is by no means the case in the jH-esent inf^taace. 
The Ghieek church is governed by four Patri^ 
avdis> those of Constantinople, Jerusalem, Antiocb, 
afid Akxatfidria ; the diree last are equid audi iifde- 
pendent; but they acknowledge the superior dignity 
of the other, and his authority in so far, that no- 
thing important can be undertaken in the regular 

H2 
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tion of spiritual affairs without his consent. The 
Patriarch of Constantinople is elected, by plurality 
of Totes, by the metropolitan and neighbouring 
bishops, and presented to the Sultan for institution; 
this favour is seldom refused if he bring with him 
the usual presents, which have varied » according to 
the varieties of wealth or avarice, from 20,000 to 
30,000 dollars. But having conceded this for- 
mality in the election, the Sultan retains the unmi- 
tigated power of deposition, banishment, or execu- 
tion ; and it is needless to add that even the paltry 
exaction on institution is motive sufficient for the 
frequent exertion of that power ; and it has some- 
times happened that the Patriarch, on some trifling 
dispute, has been obliged to purchaise his confirma- 
tion in office. This last possesses the privilege (in 
name perhaps rather than in reality) of nominating 
his brother Patriarchs ; and, after their subsequent 
election by the bishops of their respective Patriarch- 
ates, of confirming the election ; but the bar^t * of 
the Sultan is still necessary to give authority both to 
themselves, and even to every bishop whom they 
may eventually appoint in the execution of their 
office. The election of the other Patriarchs, as 
they are further removed from the centre of oppres- 
sion, is less restrained, and their deposition less 

* Some of the words of the firman run thus : '^ I command 

you to go and reside as bishop at the Isle of , according to 

the ancient custom and to the rain ceremonies of the inhabitants, 
&c." 
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firequent. But this comparative security is attended 
by Sttle power or consequence ; and two at least 
of the three are believed to number very few 
subjects who remain faithful to the orthodox, 
church. 

The Patriarch of Antioch has two rivals who 
assume the same name and dignity^ the one as the 
head of the Monophysites or Jacobites ; the other 
of the Maronites^ who appear to acknowledge 
the supremacy rather than the doctrines of the 
Fope» and are said to receive from Rome, not only 
their spiritual instructor, but the temporal reward 
of thdr sabibission. The Maronite resides at Da- 
mascus ; but the most numerous sect is the Jaco- 
bite^ and perhaps its zeal may have been further 
animated by the vicinity of some few churches^ 
which still respect the opinions and the piisfortunes 
of Nestorius. 

The Copts, who form the great majority of 
Egyptian Christians, have also embraced the Mo- 
nophysite heresy, and obey their own patriarch ; 
apd we have strong assurances that the church of 
Abyssinia is of the same persuasion *, and acknow* 

* On the walU of the ruined chorches which are found scattered 
ahmg the banks of the Nile, in the lower parts of Ethiopia, where 
the Koran at present entirely prevails, I have often discerned 
painted figures of St. George, the favourite saint of the Greek 
church. But this does not prove the orthodoxy of those churches ; 
for the saints iind ceremonies, and even the spirit of the mother 
church, were for the most part retained by her schismatics. 
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ledges the same head. The few who ^re still 
faithful to the Groek patmrch of Alexandna are 
ohieflj found in the Tillages or capital of Lower 
Egypt. 

The Patriarch of Jerusidem has suffered some- 
what less bom heresy and apostacy than either of 
his two compeers. In 1672, at the council aasem* 
hied at Jerusalem fay Docdtheus against the doc- 
trines of Cyril Lucar, the confession of the Patriarch 
was signed by seventy dergy residing in hb own 
patriarchate. The influoice of these holy persons 
may have been confined to narrow limits and few 
followers, and we cannot doubt their general 
poverty and ignorance ; but their mere eiListenee 
proves that the authority of the church found some 
respect in the districts which they represented. 

From this brief sketch we may perceive, in the 
first place^ that the hopes and principal eneigies of 
the Greek diurch are confined to the patriarchate 
of Constantinople ; ai^ next, (which is more to 
our present purpose,) that even within those limits 
the patriarch has little means of exerting any 
vigorous or independent control. It is true, that 
in the distant provinces among the lowest classes, 
there may sometimes be found a veneration for the 
nam^ almost superstitious ; but in his capital, the 
intrigues of jealous and ambitious prelates, and the 
watchful avarice of the sultan, provide him much 
more matter for terror than for pride. In as far as 
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the government sustains him^ and the people are 
ignorant and servile, he is powerful ; in as far as 
he lis poor and resourceless, and an occasional in*^ 
strument in the oppression of the people, he has 
little influence or authority even over the lowest* 
The same causes ^feeUe his exertions even in 
matters purely ecdesiastical. His bishops, his 
priesthood, and his monasteries are not united to 
him by any uniform system of spiritual discipline ; 
and if the mass be indeed animated by one heart 
and one spirit, it is not a spirit either proceeding 
fit>m the palace of the patriarch, or identifying the 
existence of the church with his person or his dig- 
nity. On the other hand, we should remark that 
the same circumstances which have rendered him 
weak and destitute of power to do much good, have 
also deprived him of the energy to do any evil. 

These remarks enable us first to observe, in con^ 
tinuation of our comparison of the Greek and 
Latin churches, how complete is the contnust be^ 
tween the actual condition of the patriarch and the 
pope. Divided by the narrow Adriatic, on^ihe one 
side we see wealth, arrogance, and the assumption of 
temporal power; on the other, poverty, insecurity, 
and helpless dependence. And we next perceive 
with respect to the system of government in either 
case, that, as that of Rome is still distinguished by an 
active and patient discipline which studies to attach 
the ministers to each other and the people to the 
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ministry y and which has been directed zealously and 
sedulously through above twelve centuries to that 
great object, so the other would rather deserve th« 
contrary reproach of looseness, and incoherence^ 
and insubordination. It is easy to observe, that 
such is the necessary consequence of its feebleness 
and . subjection to for^n oppression, and that a 
body which has been deprived of the power of 
independent action will lose its internal energies 
with its power. This is true ; but if we refer to 
the earlier history of that church, and trace it from 
the days of Constantine to those of PalseologuSf we 
shall not find that it was at any period animated by 
that deliberate spirit of dominaticMi, which has 
marked the progress, and which marks the decay 
of Borne. For, in the first place, the patriarch of 
the East has at no time affected temporal soverdgnty 
nor claimed any authority over princes ; and as he 
has not arrogated the lofty character of the Roman, 
he has not been compelled to establish any system 
or commit any crimes to preserve it. Therefore 
the privileges of the clergy of Greece continue nearly 
in their original condition ; and the monastic order, 
the root of most of the enormities of the West, 
escaped the various corruptions which overspread 
it, as soon as it became useful to the ambition, and 
necessary to the despotism of the popes. Again; 
the entire subjection of the lower orders to spiritual 
authority has never become so absolute a church 
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maxim in the East as under popish rule ; or, if the 
principle be oommoh to both churdies» at least it 
has not been carried into effect there with so much 
deliberate industry. In these and in oth^ points 
their character has been widely different from the 
moment that dther can be said to have assumed a 
distinct character ; and as that of Greece has gene- 
rally been ffee frmn the restlessness which has 
habitually possessied and agitated the othefr^ it is 
exempt also from the systematic innovations which 
have thus been successively introduced, not into 
the doctrines only, but into the govemicnent and 
^iscdf^ne of the Latin church. 

We have observed that the government of the 
Greek church, even in the days of its indepradence, 
^d never conceive that the principle of its own 
existence was the subjugation of the human under* 
standing, and that it never acted steadily and con- 
sistently upon that principle ; and for this reason 
their clergy have at no period exercised that dan- 
gerous control over the people which they have 
occasionally possessed in all Roman Catholic coun- 
tries, and which they still possess in tome. ' Yet 
having many means in their power to obtain that 
influence, of all others most flattering to the pride 
of man, assuredly they did not individually neglect 
the use of them . The authority of pious eloquence 
over a passionate and enthusiastic audience; the 
terror of excommunication on minds by nature prone 
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to superstitious fear ; the daily infliction of auricuhr 
confiemon on the prostrate spirit of the penitent-^ 
these are engines c^ despotism which cannot safdy 
be entrusted to anything human, and which were 
abused through a succession of ages by the clergy 
of Greece. But the influence thus usurped was in 
fact usurped by the clergy (if I may use the dis- 
tinction) rather than by the church ; it was created 
by the individual exercise of spritual power rath^ 
than by the system of government ; it was exerted 
for the gratification of individual, perhaps profes^ 
clonal, pride ; but not for the support of a delibe- 
rate scheme of ecclesiastical domination : and it was 
therefor^ neither so debasing in its consequences, 
nor in its nature so permanent. 

Nevertheless, we might reasonably have expected 
that when by Turkish conquest the Church lost its 
independence, the clergy would have been deprived 
of most of their authority. The contrary has 
probably been the result, and the lower classes 
have been as much devoted to the priesthood 
during their iron age, as during any that pre- 
ceded it. This will not appear singular, when we 
recollect that it has been the unvarying policy of 
the Turk to employ the Christian church as the 
fiivourite means of oppressing his Christian subjects. 
From whatsoever motive this policy originally pro- 
ceeded — whether from a wanton wish to insult the 
religion by the same act by which he trampled on 
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thdde -who professed it ; or bom the dmre to iden* 
iify die church irith the gorenmii^Dit ihtjiaamjand 
in hatred ; orio make die hierarchy m some mea- 
sure respoiuable for the conduct of the peo^^e, loid 
bold them as a kind of hoeitage at his eomtr-^tiae 
result has certainly been this, that, in as far as the 
priesthood has been upheld by the Porte, and klit 
in immediate contact with the people, the pi»^ 
have continued to approach it with deference and 
submission. I repeat my opinion, that it was tins 
r&ry circumstance urtiich, under the guidance of 
ProvMience, has mainly preserved the natk»n fSrom 
total apostacy ; and the chain whidi wasfartetided 
to bind both church and people in one feld to tiie 
throne of the oppressor, has been converted into a 
bond of religious union, which the pressure of ex^ 
temal calamity has rather contributed to tighten,. 

And yet, though the influence of the priesthood 
in Greece may have been sufficient to p-eserve the 
people faithful to the religion of their ancestors, I 
must still express my diss^it from those who repre* 
sent it as vast and unlimited ; and in support of 
this, without appealing to the unca*tain results of 
personal observation, I should first refer to the abject 
poverty of most of the secular clergy, which raises 
them little above the level of the lowest peasants ; 
and next to their ignorance, which leaves them 
nearly where their poverty has - placed them. 
Such persons must possess very limited authority 
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bey<Mid^ the routine of theiif professional dutiesr* 
The monastic idergj are little more enlightened 
than the others, but they possess one advantage in 
the cfarcumstancey that they are not dependent on 
the justice or charity of the peojde for the supply 
of their daily necessities, and they have moreover 
the means to acquire in their retirement a higher 
reputation for sanctity. Their influence is, there-^ 
fore, more considerable, and, as far as concerns 
ecclesiastical matters, as the attendance on confes- 
sion, the observance of fasts and feasts, and oth^ 
affaks of equal spiritual importance,' it may be 
nearly absolute ; but I am much mistaken if the 
power possessed by the Greek clergy, even qv^ the 
most credulous of their subjects^ be either so various 
in its objects^ or so searching in its nature, or so 
extensive in its operation, as that most usually ex* 
erdsed by the Roman Catholic priesthood in Spain, 
in Italy, or even in Ireland^ 

I account for this fact by considering that the 
rdigious body last mentioned is not only more ge- 
nerally enlightened, and more carefully educated, 
but also educated on a system, of which the most 
important object is the acquisition of popular in<* 
fluence* 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
On Toleration. 

M. DB Stouedza has consecrated an entire chapter 
to the praises of Toleration, which he considers as 
one of the noblest characteristics of the Greek 
church. It is some merit even to have claimed 
this virtue ; and we become curious to learn how 
far its principles are intelligible to a Greek, and on 
what foundation he fixes them. In the pages which 
contain them we discover much sense and truth, 
perplexed by many mystical absurdities. After 
some abstract reasoning on the nature of toleration^ 
the writer divides it into three kinds, ecclesiastical, 
political, and individual. Under the first of these 
heads we find the following sentiments : >' Far from 
perpetually soliciting the support of the secular 
power to suppress the errors of opinion, the churdi 
ought rather to study to disarm that power, and not 
to allow its holy cause to be made a pretext for pro- 
jeQts of passion or ambition. An ecclesiastical police 
is only useful and legitimate when it confines itself 
to the repression of actual abuses, scandals, and 
deviation from public morals. From the moment 
that it endeavours to inculcate abstract truths other* 
viae than by words, the church not (mly loses sight 
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of the object of its anxiety, but also d^ades the 
dignity of man, materializes intelligence^ and de- 
thrones the Divinity,'* &c. " The church should not 
be governed by the passions which control indi- 
viduals.*' 

Under the diviaon of political toleration, the 
most impcirtant ptasage is the foUowing :^^^ The 
form» of government admit endless vnriety — ^the 
object of govemmeiftt is always one — ^tbe security, 
wdUare, oonfidence, and stability of the social edi- 
fice. Now^ these results are all inGomfMUible with 
intolerance. There is no security wheatbeaecfttfrcrf 
the coBsdence are exposed to die mismCerpretalHHi 
of informers ; there is no wdfare when thepeaoeaUe 
exaxise of worsbip, the bonds ci affinity among 
families, the intercourse <^ commerce, the ob)eet»of 
easErnkkioii are eonstraiiied^ disorganiaBed, shackled^ 
and dispnted by intolerance. There i» no ociifr* 
denoe when there h no indulgence aad security, and 
when disamulation becomes a duty ; there ia no 
stdbjfity when interests are divided^ when a part b 
{daoed on iU gimrd against the whole, when low 
and servfle views are directed i^ainst the iiide||>enH 

dence and good £Bth of the cUazens." « On 

thpK third subject, that of imlividiuaL tolerance, aftev 
datfaaingtfae unmnsi ir^gbt of private opinion,, tka 
wviter praoeeflk to asaert, thai; ^ penuasian iir m 
repidientibfe ». vibleBntr except in the cxtnioidi* 
my case of a iMbfe voealifon flmn heaven, or of 
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a ministry authorised by the law**'. The aenti^ 
mentft whidi I have quoted^ however fiMooiliar mast 
of them nmy be to the heart ot every Prc^estant* 
were rather to have been desired than expected 
from the pen of a Ghreek, and we recdve them with 
joy and with hope, in full and perfect assurance 
that the church which is inspired by them must 
afaready be very far removed from utter degrada- 
tion, and that the wounds whidi disfigure its sur- 
face have not reached the sources of life, or ex* 
ceeded the naeans of remedy. The operatioa of 
one just and noble principle will not fail to create 
er awaken many others, and at least will 'prepatt 
the way of return to the genuine sf»rit of primitive 
diarity. This proud chim of the oriental church 
is not unfacmded in reality. Through the entiie 
extent of the Russian empire, fertite in sectaries and 
schismatics, na man i» excluded by bis religious 
opinions from any pubBc honour or office ; and in 
the republic of Greece, when it recently started into 
esdstenee, the €rst sound wbidi in<ierrapted the 
yells of massacre was the v^oice of toleraticm ; the 
first article of ihe Constitiiti«m e£ Greece poodainis 
liberty of opinion and worship to aH who five no* 
der it, and throws the road of national distinction 
equaBy open to every Christian. Gladly do we 
welcome this fidthful omen of her rci^nexalioa, and 

* This very broad principle is pnobably advanced in justifi- 
cation of the ezputuon of the Jesuits fr na Russia, in 1719. 
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vte dare to believe that, being thus engaged to unp* 
tate the surest wisdom and the highest virtues of 
the west, she will patiently pursue her noble objects 
enriching with foreign institutions her domestic 
morality, and engrafting upon her ancient honour 
the more enduring plant of Christian excellence. . 

In pursuance of this subject, while comparitighis 
own witli the Latin church, M. de Stourdza does 
not hesitate to adduce toleration as the test and 
touchstone of their truth, the visible sign of un- 
corrupted antiquity and divine protection. ^^ No 
other characteristic is so available or so admissible 
to impartial eyes ; for inasmuch as it is true that 
the union of all Christian communions around the 
sepulchre of Christ is a spectacle conducive to. the 
ph^gadon of his worship, so is it absolutely cer* 
tain that the view of the flames of the Inquisitioa 
caa make nothing but apostates and infidels." As 
impartial spectators of this controversy^ we are, in- 
deed, ready to admit the force of that characteristic^ 
and to acknowledge the truth of the remarks which 
follow : for by whatever arguments the church of 
Boine may have defended her own opinions, she has 
certainly never afiected any respect or indulgence 
for the opinions of others^ But we should here 
deliberately remark, that it is not from her doctrines 
but frcHa her gov^nment that all her worst prin- 
ciples have proceeded ; it is not because she believes 
in the mediation of the saints, or in the real pre* 
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senoe that she has been sanguioiEiTy and persecuting, 
but because the despot who presides over her has 
claimed the spiritual dominion of the universe ; and 
those who have suffered from her barbarity have 
not suffered through any inherent qualities cr ne- 
cessary influence of the opinions which they have 
rejected, but because the rejection of those opinions 
included a denial of the pope^s supremacy, and 
contempt of his authority. 

This is a veiy common truth, yet it may not 
be unprofitable to repeat it ; because many Protes- 
tants are in the habit of transferring to the tenets 
of the Roman Catholics the dislike which they feel 
lor their Churchy and of £ittributing our mutual 
want of confidence to doctrinal differences. And 
even the most pious persons sometimes forget that 
there is no peculiarity in the religious opinions of a 
Catholic which can reasonably subject lum to our 
dislike or suspicion ; nothing which unfits him for 
the discharge of every moral duty and every Chris- 
tian virtue ; nothing which should prevent us from 
courting his friendship and confiding in his inte- 
grity. The causes which have divided us, and 
which m^y still, perhaps, suspend our perfect har- 
mony a little longer, have an origin purely human ; 
the seeds were sown in avarice and ambition, and 
the harvest of oppression and intolerance has been 
gathered in ; and when the hatred which has been 
excited by the acts of the Roman hierarchy shall 
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bave pftssed away with its power and aiToganee, it 
will be acknowledged that its mere doctrines contaiii 
no elements dangerous to society^ or degrading ta 
the moral character of those who profess them^. 

These considerations may tend to correct the 
feelings which some are still disposed to indulge 
towards their Roman Catholic brethren ; and there ^ 
is also one piece of instruction which we may all 
derive from them, — that, as any danger to be appre^ 
h^ded &om popery springs from its practical, hot 
its speculative, errors, and as those are of human 
imposition and invention, and therefore liable t& 
change and reformation from human accidents, we 
need not despair that those earthly and perishaUe 
appendages will shortly fall away, and thus remove 
every motive of distrust even from the most timid 
and most abject mind. 

Among those countries which have set the example 
of enlightened toleration, M. de Stourdza has not 
omitted the mention of England \ and it is at this 
point indeed where the principles of the Church of 
Greece have the closest contact with our own ; and 
whatsoever claims to truth or orthodoxy or divine 
protection she rests oa this foundation, we are 
worthy to divide, as we are unwilling to dispute, 
them with, her : for it is hence that we derive our 
highest consciousness of excellence and our safest 

* See Note at the end of Volume. 
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log the existence of a different form of 'worship^ 
and which is common to us with a Chinese or a 
Turk, but from that bold and Christian spirit 
which bids us embrace our fellow Christians, of 
.whatsoever denomination, as our brethren. W^ 
believe that universal unanimity on religious points 
can never be attained by man, and what is unat- 
tainable Vre know to be unnecessary ; but we do 
not rend the garment because its colours aire 
various or its texture unequal. We look down 
upon the many forms of Christianity which sur- 
round us, and We see that the matters on which 
w^ di£^ Are sometimes few in number, and no^ 
always essential in importance; while the putb 
which we are endeavouring to trace with what- 
soever inequality df knowledge or diligetKse* the 
ol^ect to which our eyes and exertions are alike 
directed, is one and the same to each and to aH of 
ys^ And in this consideration we forget, as God 
will certainly forgive, the errors of those :\yho' seek 
him ignbritaitly, And we assist them in the common 
rac^ of salvation, and guide them by the generous 
hand afid light of friendship. 

From this extended view which we love to tiske 
of the objects and nature of Christiiemity, we have 
learned^ I trust, one important duty, and we never 
deliberately depart from the practice of it To 
withdraw our regards from the points on which we 
differ with our fellow Christians^ and to fix them 
* 12 
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on the vast field of our agreement to soften away 
the lines of separation^ not to exaggerate their 
magnitude ; to open our gates to those who have 
fallen into feebleness, not to shun their contagion ; 
to embrace even those who seem opposed to us, 
without any hesitation of fear or jealousy — these 
are the offices which form our pride and become 
ofur principles. Fear and jealousy are the Attributes 
o( error and 'weakness — to encourage them is to 
create the dangers whose semblance they shrink 
from; they have no access to the eminence on 
which we stand, and which "we shall continue to 
muntain as long as our councils are guided by the 
spirit of peace and conciliation ; dissuasive of those 
angry cavils and controversies which first convert 
dissent into enmity, and then inflame the rancour 
of our adversary, without diminishing his power. 

We are grown wiser by the follies of our fore- 
fathers; we have learned that our interests are 
associated with our duties ; and we know that that 
free and fearless generosity which we derive fironi 
our religion will ensure to us, in its unrestrained 
exercise, the respect and affection of all Christians ; 
and we avow that this is among the dearest and 
most substantial of those merits to which, under 
the protection of Providence, we dare to look for 
our security. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

On the Hopes of a Reformation of the Church. 

Bkforb we enter into any speculation respecting 
the future condition of the Oriental church, we 
must direct our attention for. a few moments to its 
origin. We have already mentioned that the claims 
which it pretends to orthodoxy and Catholicism are 
principally supported by appeals to its great anti- 
quity, and to a foundation resting on apostolic 
ground ; and some might be led by these pretensions 
to identify it with the primitive church, from whose 
simplicity it is in fact so far removed. But that 
boasted antiquity possesses^ in fact, no higher origin 
than the General Councils; and thus in strictness 
the perfect church of Greece must be contented to 
date its existence from the last of these, or from the 
concluding part of the eighth century ; since it had 
not attaine|i«that fulness of doctrine and discipline 
which forbade further innovation until that period. 
However, we have had occasion to observe, that an 
obstinate adherence to the body of *^ orthodoxy," 
then completed, and a blind veneration of its own 
spurious antiquity, have preserved it from most of 
the inventions and innovations of its rival, and main- 
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tained it in a kind cf intermediate position between 
the purity of the source, and the corruption of the 
swollen stream. The same principles still subsist, 
and are the last which will be shaken ; and we have 
great reason to hope that, under happier circum- 
stances of knowledge and independence, they will 
lead to the exclusion of such tenets and practices as 
^re not coeval with the basis and substcmoe of the 
churjch* Assuredly, at the present moment, if it were 
advisable to press aiiy argument on the Greeks, 
totiehing the' errcmeousness of any ot their tenets, 
^he only argument which could be advanced with 
hope o£ advantage, and without danger of offence^ 
must be drawn in every case from the want of anti- 
qtdty» rather than erf truth ; for it would avail little to 
jHove that, ^ripture does not authorize any doctrine 
in dispute, unless it eoidd be shewn also that the 
Councils do not inculqdte it. 
. In examining the hopes which we may reasonably 
entertain of soiDe sort of religious improvement in 
Greeoe, and in tracing the probable nature and 
Kmit$;of such improvement, we shall do well first to 
review some of tl)e tenets and practices already 
dracribed, that we may learn what means of self- 
r^eDeratioQ are contained in the internal eco* 
tomy and constitution of the churdi. And with this 
nl^ect, it will be. useful to persevere in thecompari- 
Hon (aomewbat casually undertaken, and pursued I 
hop^ neither partially n^r jptemperately) which we 
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have already drawn between the rival churches, in 
some of their distinguishing features ; but I shall 
now confine mjself to those points which bear most 
directly on the question of a practical reformation 
in either of them. 

And first, as to their professed doctrine, it appears 
that both parties alike invoke the Virgin and the 
Saints, and bow before their painted images, and 
that both publicly disclaim any worship of the 
image, or even supplication to the Being itself, other 
than to a mediator. Both churches admit the same 
number of sacraments, and celebrate most of them 
nearly in the same manner ; the badge of transub*- . 
stantiation is worn with equal pairade (though with 
unequal aiFectioh) by both ; and they insist with the 
same earnestness on the principle and practice of 
auricular confession. But this seeming unanimity 
is disturbed by some differences of a nature truly 
important, and worthy of deep consideration, be- 
cause they are connected with the spiritual influence 
of the church, and the operation of its doctrines on 
the habits and conduct of the vulgar. 

In the first place, the Greeks entirely disavow the 
great practical corruption of Purgatory. In reject- 
ing this fable> they place their chief boast in having 
escaped the dark and demoralizing abuses which 
have flowed, and which continue to flow from it. 
And next they appear to have been at every time 
exempt from the grossest corruptions of the sacra- 
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inent of Penance^ as the sale of indulgences, dis- 
pensationsy and the like — thus disdaining anoth^ 
powerful instrument to enslave and vitiate the mind 
of the people. Supererogation has never been a 
tenet of their church, nor in any age has it ad-- 
vanced any claims to infallibility. Again, the very 
doctrine of .transubstantiation is a recent appendage* 
worn rather in attestation of the triumph of Rome, 
than as the means of spiritual authority, or the im- 
plem^t of ecclesiastical ambition ; and ill indeed 
does it accord with the fading colours and antique 
habiliments of the church, with the folds and tex- 
ture which affect primitive simplicity. We may 
add, that the admission of this doctrine is the only 
important innovation which the church has ever 
made on its original belief, and that the mass oi 
the people, and even a large part of the clergy, pro- 
fess not even now any strong or fixed opinion on a 
subject, on which, in fact, their curiosity has never 
been exercised, and which is neither endeared to 
them by long hereditary usage, nor by any cere- 
mony of customary solemnity. 

It would be a painful and unprofitable task to 
compare the various absurdities in form and cere^ 
mony which almost equally disfigure dther church, 
and to fathom the depths of superstition into which 
they have respectively fallen. But it is necessary 
to observe, that in these respects very great diver- 
sity prevails in the different branches of the same 
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church ; that the grossest practices in either are 
rather Icx^l than universal;. and that a Catholic 
or a Greek of Berlin or of Petersburg, might 
sincerely disclaim the impietieB which are practised 
at Naples or Jerusalem. Indeed, to make a com- 
parison entirely impartial, it would be necessary to 
search for our parallels to the abuses of the East, 
not in the civilized regions of European Catholi- 
cism, but rather in those provinces of South Ame- 
rica, where Christianity appears to have assumed as 
degrading a disguise as the malice of Satan could 
suggest to the folly and the wickedness of man. 

The next subject to which we shall turn is the 
form which monachism has taken in the two churches. 
In the one it has become inseparably connected with 
the interests, and almost necessary to the supremacy 
rfthe Pope. To that end it has been fortified and 
enriched, and diversified : in the countries most 
purely popish it still continues to possess real weight 
and popular influence ; and, it is truly observed, 
that the diminution of the Pope^s personal atn 
thority is very generally associated with the decHne 
of the monastic order. I do not mean that the 
influence of the secular clergy is much affected 
by either of these drcumstanqes, for that depends 
on very different matters ; only that the strictest 
alliance between the Pope and his monasteries 
has been always held necessary for the interests 
of both; and that this alliance forms one of the 
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Strongest features of the pure system of Boman* 
ism. In the Extern church the same necessity 
by ho means subsists, because ambition has nev^ 
gained such entire possession of the patriarchal 
throne as, by inci'easing its claims, to multiply the 
difficulties of supporting it, and to make the aid of 
bigotry and fanaticism indispensable to its defencet 
From this very essential difiference we may safely 
infer that the reformation^ or even the entire aboli- 
tion, of the mphastie order might be much more 
easily accomplished in Greece than in any Roman 
catholic country, because the personal interests of 
the head of the church would not be deeply ajQTected 
by such a measure. This facility is greatly increased 
by the comparative poverty of the Greek monaste- 
ries, which lessens their direct power of re^stance^ 
as well as their influence over popular prejudice* 
And we may add, that the restless vivacity of the 
national character is so p^uliarly unsuited. to the 
genius of mbnachism, that its natural impulse will 
lead it to favour any measures hostile to that unso^ 
•cial institution. 

Another great object of the Roman catholic sys* 
|em has been, to divide the priesthood from the 
people by the broadest lines, both with a view to 
secure the intertial union of that body, by giving 
them setparate interests, and also to set them apart 
for veneration, as a privileged caste and superior 
order. Th^r cdibacy, and the distinction in the 
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EuchariBt, were instituted cbi^y for that purpose* 
The Greek Church is free from both these innova- 
tions, as it was never strongly animated by the 
spirit whieh dictated them ) and . thus its progress 
to reformation will be unrestrained by some of the 
greatest practical difficulties which obstruct that <^ 
its rivaL 

Again, the general looseness and inooberency of 
its government forms a strong contrast with the 
uniform consistency <tf the Roman Catholic scheme, 
and presaits much greats hop^of an entire reform^ 
Little opposition could be expected from the Patri* 
Iffch, and it would be offered with little su^ccess* 
•The more popu]ar matiner of his election, jthe faci^ 
lity of his deposition^ his want of all temporal 
power, his long abandonment of airy lofty spiritual 
cMms, his comparative cUsconnection with the vao^ 
nastic system, his poverty, and the absolute feeble- 
Dess proceeding from all these causes, would render 
his resistance nearly ineffectual. And thus the, very 
ground whence the greatest difficulties spring in 
the reformation of a Roman Cathcdic Church, — it» 
bead and its government, — offers no serious obstacle 
to the regeneration of that of Greece. 

Without pursuing this comparison into greater 
detail, we are justified in coming at once to these 
conclusions : — 

That there is no reason, in the nature of the Greek 
Religion, why it should not speedily become as puce 
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as any existing form of Romanism — ^that there 
are many reasons why it should become more so. 

And here let it be obsonred, that I am not blind 
to that evidence which proves to us that^ however 
unchangeaUe may be the profei^sed tenets of the 
Roman Church, the religion has assumed in dif- 
ferent countries great diversities of character ; and 
that, in some of these, as in parts of France, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, and the Netherlands, its prac- 
tical abuses have been so far softened down or 
abandoned, as to leave us much less to reprehend 
in its ^ercise, or to regret in the perseverance c^ its 
professors. This change is chiefly to be attributed 
to the contiguity and influoice of Protestantism ; 
and thas it is that our form of . Christianity is 
operating silently, and not unprofitably, even where 
its visible progress appears to be arrested for ever; 
And it seems to me that we should content our* 
selves with this pacific and noiseless triumph, of 
which the gradual procession is daily advancing 
and lengthening, undisturbed by the clamour of 
controversy, uninterrupted by the malice of rivalry. 
It is vain to imagine that Roman Catholics will 
ever resign to us the name of their religion ; but in 
its practice, in its ceremonies^ in the interpretation 
ci its doctrines, in the feelings and conduct resulting 
from all these, they will continue to approach as 
near to us as our own dispositions will allow them ; 
and our nominal differences will be finally forgotten 
in the reality of our piety and our concord. 
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And 90y when I speak of the reformation of the 
Greek Church, I do not imagine the posmbility of 
its obnyersiitHi or union with the Church of England^ 
or any other Beformed Church. I only suppose 
such an improvement in its doctrine and practice, 
and especiaUy in its practice, as will remove its 
grossest scandals and most pernicious abuses, and 
make it respectable, not only in the eyes of a Pro- 
testant^ but also in the opinion of the most enlight- 
ened among its own members. 

The Example of Russia is sufficient to prove that 
the corruptions of a church may be cast off without 
danger to its substance. The church of Russia 
was^ perhaps, more degraded, and the Patriarch 
certainly much more powerful, when Peter ascended 
the throne, than is the case in Greece at this 
moment ; the clergy were more profligate, and the 
people equally superstitious. And yet a very few 
years were sufiident to alter the government of the 
church, to correct the morals of the priesthood, and 
even to root out many of the superstitions of the 
vulgar. The outlines and features of the faith 
remain the same as before ; only the trappings and 
appendages have been cast aside, and the religion of 
Russia is now practically better than that of any 
Roman Catholic country. Probably in the pro^' 
gress of civilization, it will admit of some further 
reform, which will terminate, like the former, with- 
out any danger to its integrity. And if it shall 
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gradually approximate to ourselves in purity and 
excelknoe, we will not descend to dispute its tUley 
or question its foolish claims to ^ Catholicism.*' 

lliese are the principles of the reformation whidi 
I would willingly see introduced into the church ci 
Greece, and on which it is not idle to speculate, 
because it is not unreasonable to expect it. 
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CHAPTER X. 

On the Nature and Extent of the Reformation prac- 
ticable in the Church, 

Haying shewn the possibility ci very extensive 
improvement io the Greek church, I shall proceed 
lo exaimne, rather more minutely, the particular 
point to which the exertions oi its reformers ought 
to be confined, or at least principaDy <Krected. 
And let no one object to me that I measure the 
extent of such reformation by calm consideration of 
what existing circumstances will permit, rather than 
by the suggestions of a pious enthusiasm. For if 
there be any value or benefit in these inquiries, it 
will certainly be found in the reasonable examina^ 
tion of probabilities, and not in the mere passionate 
expression of our wishes. 

And, therefore, I s^all not hesitate to admit that 
it would not now be prudent tx> introduce any sud* 
den alteratimi into the doctrines, or into the sacra* 
ments of the church ; because both the people and 
the priesthood are at present too little enlightened 
either to understand the importance of such a 
change, or to fcH'esee the great practical advantages 
which would finally result from it ; and because some 
improvement both in the tenets themselves, and in 
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the manner of giving them efficacy, will hereafter 
follow the progress of religious knowledge, and 
spread, without offence or danger, the more certainly 
as the less perceptibly. 

Any alteration in the doctrine of a chifrch ought 
entirely to proceed from the voluntary deliberation 
of its ministers, and their sincere conviction of its 
necessity; but under no circumstances should it 
ever be imposed by the authcMity of the civil go- 
vernment ; and least of all under those in which 
Greece is now {daced. 

Indeed, respecting Transubstantiation in parti- 
cular, I must repeat an opinion already expressed^ 
that it will fall into contempt as soon as any candid 
discussion shall have disproved its antiquity, and 
shewn it to be a sdon of Romish growth engrafted 
on the fair plant of oriental orthodoxy. I confessf 
that the sacrament of Confession, with its visibly 
train of evil consequences, is, in truth, the most 
pernicious corruption of either church; and it is 
such, indeed, as almost to justify the direct inter- 
ference of government, on account of the unneces- 
sary influence which it gives to the priesthood over 
the conscience and conduct of the people : for that 
influence, if opposed to the government, may be 
dangerous to the state ; and if subservient to the 
government, it cannot fail to be injurious to the 
people. But means may probably be found indi- 
rectly to discourage the practice of confession, as 
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kn^ as it shall be found impossible to erase the 
sacrament from the books of the Church. But so 
strong is my general conviction of the present im«» 
prudence of interfering with any points of doctrine^ 
that I shall forbear to dwdl longer on this subject^ 
and shaE proceed to examine those d^iartments of 
the church whidi appear to admit of immediate 
reformation. 

The monastic system is among the first of these; 
and it rests at this moment on such feeble founda- 
tions, that its entire subversion would, m my 
opinKm^ be no difficult measure. The general 
principles <^ Christianity would, perhaps, lead us to 
wish for the absolute extirpation of one of its worst 
abuses. But when I reflect on the unsettled oon« 
dition of the country, and the dangers connected 
with any violent change in its religious establish^* 
ment, I confess that a reorganization of the system 
in question seems to me far more dearable than its 
entire destruction. For, whether we consider the 
poverty of the government, or the ignorance and 
demoralization of many of the leading men, or the 
example of France, which the Greeks are on all 
occadons too ready to imitate, there is great reason 
to iqpprehend that the abc^tion of the monasteries 
would be attended by the confiscation of their re. 
venues. Now we need not dwell on the injus- 
doe and illegality of this measure, tor such con* 
sidexi^ODs might not deeply influence those to 
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whom they would be directed ; but we may <niploj 
a few words on its obvious impolicy. The monastic 
reyenuesi while they constitute by £ar the greater 
part of the whole chunsh property, hesr but a 
trifling proportion to the natiotial capital ; so that 
the effect of their confiscatioii would be to entail a 
perpetual tax on the nation for the paymesit of a 
number of stipendiary clergy, without reUeving even 
the mcKoentary exigencies of the gpvernipent : or, 
even supposing them sufficient for this purpose (as 
they certednly are not), supposing that they would 
be honestly expended, rather for the wel&re of the 
state than for the profit of individuals (as they pro** 
bably would not be) — ^the measure which should 
plunder aae portion of the commi^^ity for the bene^ 
fit of the rest, must ever be account^ among those 
feeble acts of temporary expediency, vhtch bring 
with them lasting burdens as well as endksB igoo^ 
miny, and which most surely mark the weakness, 
as well as the wickedness of the govamment whkh 
commits them; 

On the other hand, it would not be difficult to 
introduce such changes into the system as would 
make it permanently useful to th^ state. The 
monasteries might be coarerted plutly iiito places 
of education, partly into poprhoUses or hospitals | 
and the admission and discipline of the mon]^«ulH 
jected to regulations similar to those impoaed by 
Peter on the convents t^ Russia ; and, parhj^H^ a 
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pottkm of the revtoues mi^t be jostTy (and if 
justly, wisely) apportioBed to the more decent mam^ 
tenaaoe of tbe secular clergy, many of ^bom are at 
present liitk removed from absolute penury. Suck 
appear to be the principles on which a reformation 
might be so conducted, as to eonfer lasting advanr 
tage cm the notion, without throwing any blemish 
cm the honour of the government. 

The next point to which we address ounsielves is 
the govemmentof the church ; and here the ques* 
tton naturally arises^ how fiw it wotdd be politic for 
the Ghreeks to imitate the changes which hare been 
introduced into this branch of the establishment in 
Russia. The great feature of that d»mge ^as, the 
abolition of the patriarchate, and the substitution of 
a permanent Sjnod, under the guidance of the £m^ 
peror, for the direction of all ecclesiastical aflPairs. 

I can peroeive only one reason in favour of this 
cliange, while there are many which strongly op^- 
pose it It might aeem dangerous to the indepent 
.denoe of Greece, that the head of her church should 
reside in the capital of her adversary, ai his oertaim 
slave and probable inc^mment in any project for 
her d^;radati0nl And on this ground, though the 
tempioral influence of the patriarch is not, in fact, 
very great in Greece^ it might still be prud^t to 
Ksnit his interference to matters purely spiritual, 
tod strictly rdiating to the doctiine aQd;)ditoipline 
0i die diiireh. But» with thi$ piscaiitkm, it would 
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be entirely unnecessary, and, I think, highly im^ 
prudent, entirely to disclaim his authority. For, 
in the first place, it may be of some importance to 
respect the ancient prejudices of the Greek people ; 
but, at least, we should not forget that those who 
deserve that name as citizens of the new common* 
wealth form no large proportion of the entire body 
of the Oriental church, and that their hopes of 
political aggrandizement are chiefly fixed in their 
future association with such of their communion as 
still remain under the Turkish yoke. So that, if it 
be a measure of some hazard to untie any of the 
ecclesiastical bonds which now hold so many tribes 
and nations united, it would certainly be most un- 
wise to cast off that authority, the name of which 
(be the reality what it may) is assuredly the most 
visible principle of thdr union. Again, when the 
patriarchate was abolished in Russia, the power of 
the Emperor was such as to enable him to establish 
an effective legislative synod in its place, and this, 
we must admit, was the most di£Scult exercise of his 
power. But in Greece, where the government, which 
must be partly popular, can scarcely hope for imme- 
diate stability and vigour, it would not seem pos- 
sible to erect any substitute for the patriarchal au* 
thority, even if it were desirable to dissolve it. 

For these reasons the Greeks should continue to 
acknowledge the Patriarch, at least as the nominal 
head of their church, while, at the same time, they 
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may appoint some resident Primate from among 
their own bishops, by whom the details of their 
church affairs may be regulated, without the neces* 
sity of perpetual reference to Constantinople. 

Lastly, respecting the rites and outward practices 
of the churchy it is of course impos^ble to lay down 
any particular rules for reformation. In Russia, 
the authority of Peter was sufficient at once to 
crush the grossest superstitions, and put a stop to 
the most mischievous delusions which were before 
practised upon the lower orders. In Greece, a less 
despotic government will spe^^y produce the same 
effect, because it will act upon a more intelligent 
people. Greater simplicity may gradually be in- 
troduced into their cerem(»iies, the abundance of 
their festivals curtailed^and the length and number 
of their fasts reduced, and their severity discou- 
raged. Rational and moral discourses may be sub- 
stituted for legendary declamations, and the atten-^ 
tion of the vulgar diverted from the stories of their 
saints to the history of the Bible. Nor is it absurd 
to suggest that, to the accomplishment of this most 
important object, pictural representation may be 
made to contribute perhaps as well as oral exhorta- 
tion. For we must never forget, in our speculaticNns 
respecting either the progress or the improvement 
of Christianity in the East, the peculiar character of 
the people to be acted upon — a character averse 
from sober meditation, impatient of reason, prone 



Digitized 



by Google 



184 THE ORBEK CHUfidH. 

to enthusiasm, sdowib the Abstraction of deliberate 
piety^ zeidous for datward show imd representation^ 
and acts, and objects df 'sense *. And this consider- 
ation, while it points out to us one siecondary 
method of introducing improvement into the neli- 
gious system of the East, i^ows us also the ex^ 
tent of reform by which our present expectations 
should be satisfied. It is not possible at onee to 
impress a volatile and passionate people with the 
^iritual and reflective nature of religion ; to reduce 
theia to earnest and motionless prayer and peid-* 
tence; to persuade ^em that, in the offices ci 
worship, there is little merit in gesticulation, and 
attitude^ and bodily prostration, wherem nature, as 
well as habit^ hs» encouraged them to place the very 
substance of religion. It is not possible at once to 
unteach the superstitious lessons of many centuries, 
nor will it be easpjr at any time to compose the 
violent (fispositions of the East to the tranquillity 
of Protestant devotion. In the mean time, it is 
undoubtedly true that^ as any peojde shall recede 

* Ma&y, perhaps niMt, of th^ oeremoniai ar^ in iaet, r^pre* 
sentations. The asterisk placed over the sacramental bread re- 
presents the star of the Biagi. In Ptosion Week the whole pro- 
eeM of the Crucifixion h idmoet theatricatty repfeiented, at least 
at Jerusalem. The function of the Holy Fire represents that 
which burnt the sacrifice of Elijah — and such is the spirit of their 
Ivhole religian* Thus their violent natratioiiB of the miracles or 
sufferings of a saint are addressed indirectly to the senses, and 
their very Repentance {fAtrawtet) is nothing more than an out- 
ward act. See page 87. 
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farther from barbarism, the character of its worship 
will be less iDfluenced by sensible objects, and thus 
a great improvement will assuredly attend the pro- 
gress of civilization among Orientals ; though it be 
not probable that they will soon arrive at our sim- 
plicity. Nor indeed is it necessary for the honour 
of religion y or the unanimity of Christians, that they 
should do so ; for, in the general scheme of Provi- 
dence, every reasonable variety in form and ceremony 
is permitted to the worshippers of Christ, and is 
oonastait with the single unvarying spirit which 
animates and unites his imiversal church. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

On the Means of effecting the Reformation^ 

The protocol of March SSd is an admirable com« 
mentary on the treaty of the 6th of July. It is 
dictated by a perfect knowledge of the real interests 
and character of the parties for whom it legislates ; 
and its certain eflFect will be to give reality to the 
independence c^ the one with the least possible 
offence or injury to the power or dignity of the 
other. Among the many excellent articles of that 
arrangement, there is one to which it concerns our 
present purpose shortly to attend — ^the nature (^ 
the government proposed for the new state. A 
constitutional * monarchy is undoubtedly that 
which is best suited to the immediate necessities of 
Greece, as well as to the sober wishes of its most 
rational inhalntants ; and I do not hesitate to add> 
that, under the present circumstances of turbulence 
and licence, arising from the character and misfor- 



* It is not withoat pride that I i«fer to some specolatioiift 
respecting the final pacification of Greece, which I published above 
four years ago, with the sincere conviction that the scheme then 
propoMd by me, though it might not satisfy Philhellenic enthu- 
siasm, presented the only safe hope for her real independence. 
The result has proved the wisdom of that scheme, as it coincides,, 
to its very details, with the plan which has since been adopted by 
the Allies.— FtM< to Greece^ ch. 17 and 18. 
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tunes of the people, and aggravated by revolutionary 
lawlessness, it is desirable that the greatest part of 
the real power should be vested in the monarch. 
A strong and united government is absolutely 
necessary for the existence of the nation ; and ia 
popular government can never be such, where the 
people has no education and little virtue, and 
neither understands the limits, nor has experienced 
the habits, of independence. In the progress of 
civilization and morality, the lower orders will de- 
serve a greater share in the management of public 
affairs, than it would be prudent to accord to them 
now ; and we need not doubt that the native energy 
o{ their character will suggest to them hereafter the 
means to obtain it. 

My remarks on the prospects of a moral and 
religious reformation in Greece have proceeded, of 
course, on the supposition of an effective civil 
government, without which I can see no hope of 
any permanent improvement ; the necessary changed 
in the ecclesiastical system must emmiate from the 
same, soiuxe. We have already observed, that the 
body of the Oriental Church h too weak and too 
widely distracted, and too humbly dependent to 
possessanymeuis of self-reformation; but, in the 
newly-constituted state, a Synod of the most eminent 
prelates, convoked by the Chief of the government, 
would be the legal instrument of introducing sud> 
alterations as should seem desirable both to theuf- 
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selves and ta hboki And w^e should here lemarki 
that the spiritual head of the Greek church haa, in 
every country and at every period, acknowledged 
the pre-eminence of the temporal authority ; and 
thus the rule whidi prevailed under the Christiaa 
not ksB than und^ the Turkish princes of Con* 
staatinople^ and undcar the archdukes aa w€^ as 
under the emperors of Bus^ will naturally es^toid 
itsdif to the kingdom .of Greece :— ^the coBfititutioo 
and history of the church equally prove, that the 
right to orig^inate a rdbrm id it is posaessed by the 
civil govonmient* 

The ficst attentuKi ei the reibnnara would, of 
course, be directed to the reniavol of the most 
glaring scandals and abuses ; — ^to the suf^messioii 
ci pretended miraclesy the reoi^ganiaation of the 
monastic system^ And other subjects ahready men* 
tioned ; and sudi measiii^ would be eminently 
Uflefttl as the commencement oi a new era, and the 
fimndaticm of a more perfect system* But tbmr 
principal and more ddiberate object would be, to 
gi've sucb form and stability to present improve- 
mcnls^ as to moke dian the meima of drawing after 
them thosecither chrages whidi it may not be pos^ 
sible at first toeffiact. For we must not forget how 
addoni it hiqppens that a great national ref<^rm can 
be accompKsh^ by cme man or one race of meik; 
but that the hi^est hc^ whidh reason permits t& 
us, is to trace the outlines of a splendid pcospect^ 
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whidb cannot be filled up in our time, but which 
awaits the patient co-operation of distant years, in 
ord^r €hat the fulnesi^ and richness of its excellence 
mtiy coiftribute to the happiness of posterity. 

For the accomplishment of this final object in 
Greece, one instrument only is necessary — the es- 
tablishmait of a judicions scheme of educ^ition ; 
and, with that view — with a serious view to the 
moral rc^nersticA of the country, it is not diflicult 
to poixd out the path which ought to be followed. 
For it is not a greater mistake to imagine (as Inany 
imagine) that aU the vices of Greeks are attri* 
butable to slavery, than it is blindness to beU^ve 
that those vices wHl universally be remedied by the 
random introduction of knowledge ; or that llie 
unrestrained execdse of the faculties is a sufficient 
security either for wisdpm or virtue* Indeed, if it 
be true that among people the most civilized, under 
govemmenta the most happily constituted, there 
is just ground to fear the general dissemination of 
prc&ne learning unless it be accompanied by moral 
and rdigious instruction, have we not reason to ap* 
• prebend the most pernidoud consequences from the 
imperfect education of a nation emerging, under an 
uoseUkd government^ from the lowest barbarism ? 
Mi^t it not lead them into general scepticism, or 
absolute infidelity ? Surely, then, it is with great 
caution that this remedy should at present be ap- 
plied to the moral infirmity of Greece, though it be 
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that from which its ultimate restoration may be 
expected. 

It appears to me that such caution will be best 
observed, if the education of the lower classes be 
in the first instance confided to the clergy*; the 
education of the clergy should occupy the imme* 
diate and most diligent attention of the government. 
This latter duty cannot possibly be entered upon 
too early or too zealously ; both because the actud 
ignorance of the priesthood admits of no neglect ; 
and because the intellectual advancement of that 
body should precede any general attempt to en- 
lighten the mass of the people. For a reform in the 
religious system would necessarily attend such 
advancement ; and it is highly desirable thft that 
reform should be commenced and conducted by the 
priesthood — ^lest the vulgar, whom very slight im« 
provement would enable to discover the grossest cor- 
ruptions of their religion, should lose their respect 
for the religion in which they were discovered. 
For these reasons I think that the first step towards 
the permanent happiness of Greece, towards the 
establishment of its prosperity on the only lasting 
foundation — ^the virtue and piety of the people — is 
to afford to the ministers of religion such occasions 
to instruct themselves and to purify their systdm, 
as may enable them to make that the instrument of 
r^enerating the nation which has certainly been 
the means of preserving it. 
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To regenerate the people through the clergy, ancT 
the clergy through the government, is the best 
wisdom of Greece. And there is the greater hope 
that it will be practised, because Ais scheme was 
actually recommended by the present President, in 
his ^' Observations sur le Sort des Grecs*," ad- 
dressed to his countrymen before the revolution. 
Some of the considerations contained in that admi- 
rable document are, of course, inapplicable to the 
present condition of Greece ; but the prindple on 
which they rest is beyond the reach of time or circum* 
stances ; and we may believe that the statesman who 
has been so long impressed with its truth has not 
neglected any means to give it eiBcacy — ^^ that 
literary sliould not be disconnected from moral 
education, and that both are necessary for the wel- 
fare of his people.^' To this end he has further 
proposed, " that public instruction should be iden* 
tified with that of the clergy, and held not only not 
in divergency, but inseparable from it^ «••••» 
Capodistrias knew better than any man the real 
necessities of his country, and he boldly proclaimed 
the only effectual method to relieve them. He was 
not so mad as to imagine that mere emancipaticHi 
from political servitude would create national virtue 
or insure national happiness. His eye was fixed on 
the moral wants of his country : because the end 

* Visit to Greeoe. Introduction. 
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of his anxiety was not her immediate brilliancy, 
but her perpetual and subatandal proBpeiity; and 
he saw that the cure for her moral disorders was no 
where to be found exc^ in her religion. 

These 9Xe principles which the wisest statesmen 
have ever been the slowest to questioo, because 
they are taught by the univeraal bist^y of mi* 
tions ; and never did natimi more mgentiy demand 
cheir diligent and judicuxis applicadon than Greece 
demands it now. *- She stands on the very shores of 
infidelity: the tumult of revolution ; the ii^ux of 
licentious qnniona, vaguely delivered and. imper^^' 
fectly understood; the growing oonneMm with the 
French ; the livdy genius and restless impatience 
of the people ; the low intellectual tondition of the 
great proportion of the clergy — £ana a combinatiDn 
of dangerous ciicumstances, which cannot otherwise 
be resisted than by the' infusion of new energy 
into the sy^em of the church— *by the careful edu** 
cation of its ministers, and the Troooioval of its most 
obvious abuses. These cares demand the earliest 
attentioncf the government. Hereafter,, when these 
instant perils shall have passed away ; when a puver 
system of religion shall have establidied juster moral 
principles ; when a pious and enlightened priesthood 
shall have been raised up as a barrier against the evils 
'^hich attend universal education^ (as some evil will 
generally attend every important blessing,) I should 
no longer hesitate to throw open the gates of know- 
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ledge; nor would I distribute her treasures with a 
sparing or a fearful hand. For the ways of know- 
ledge are not far removed from those of truth ; — 
and that state of society^ wherein its progress is no- 
wise restrained, but where its occasional deviations 
from the path of the highest wisdom are coun- 
teracted by a body educated for that office, and 
vigilant and fearless in its execution, appears to me 
to enjoy the highest probability of moral prosperity 
that the infirmities of man will permit — ^and such 
may be the destiny of Greece. 

Such are the speculations which have occurred to 
me, and which I deliver not inconsiderately, re- 
specting a country whose literature has led me to 
her acquaintance, and whose acquaintance has en- 
deared her to my memory — ^in such manner, that she 
is become not only an object of pleasing recollection, 
but also of deep solicitude and reasonable expecta- 
tion. And though the blessings which we anticipate 
can scarcely be brought to pass in our days, it is at 
least some satisfaction to have expressed oiu: hopes 
and proffered our counsel, and even thus to dedicate 
to the loveliest Land on earth the labours which have 
been directed to her service. 



END OF PART I. 
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THE HISTORY, 



Thb tranquil and unvarying condition of the Greek 
cburch from the date of the Seventh Genwal Coun- 
cil, until the beginning of thie seventeenth eenturj, 
jHstUies the coniplamt of Mosham, that its history 
furnishes few materials for philosophical investiga- 
tion : for it haf^iens in ecclesiastical, as in other < 
records, that the roost attractive, perhaps the most 
instructive periods, are those of videnoe and inno- 
vation. During an interval dP above eight hundred 
years, the constitution of this church underwent b'ttle 
alteration, either in doctrine or diseiplxne. Its wealth, 
indeed, and courtly influence, suffered successive 
diminutions from various political causes, until the 
final wound mflicted cm both by the Turkish con- 
gest. But this violent revolution, while it Uttle 
affected eidier the form or principles of the eastern 
fidth, certainly tended rather to increase than lessen 
the authority of the priesthood over the lower 
orders. This result probably proceeded from three 
causes* First, it entered into the earliest policy 
et the oimquerors to make use of the Greek hie- 
rarchy as the ibstrumeiit of enforcing the obedience 

L 2 
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of the people, and of riveting the chain less rudely 
and more securely; and it was natural that the 
ministers of religion, being thus made the medium 
of temporal authority, would be invested by the 
partial vulgar with some portion of that power 
which it was their office only to transmit. In the 
next place, in the common degradation of both 
priests and people, the most pressing calamities 
were inflicted upon the latter, so that in the relative 
situation of the two parties the alteration was in 
favour of the clergy. And lastly, deprived of a 
native and even a Christian king, bleeding under 
, the tyranny of a stranger, and repdled and revolted 
by habitual insult and outrage, to whom could that 
afflicted people turn for aid or consolation on earth, 
except to those who held, the keys and stood before 
the portals of hejsiyen ? Thus it is not surprising 
that they clung to their priesthood with the affection 
which belongs to the desolate, and paid thatrey^nce 
to them which the terrors of the temporal govem- 
naent forbade them to direct to itself. Hence spread 
the custom of .submitting their private disputes to 
the arbitration of the minJ4»ters of tbdr religion, in 
preference, to the capricious partiality of Turkish 
justice ; an ancieiit custom which now became more 
general, and contributed more than any other cause 
both to augment their.ihfluence,:and to contract the 
cir(^e.whidh separated the people from thrir. con- 
querors, and draw them closer round their churdi. 
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In. asserting that the church itself has suffered no 
tnateiial alteration during this period of its afflic^ 
tion, I would not be understood to deny that some 
corruptions have been introduced into the practice 
of religion ; for the glimmerings of knowledgie which 
still continued to enlighten the priesthood even 
during the latest ages of the eastern empire, were 
extinguished by the conquest of the Turk. And 
where an increase of ignorance in the clergy is 
attended by an increase of their authority over the 
people, two consequences will commonly ensue ; 
that the external form and name of religion will be 
maintained with extraordinary rigour and constancy-; 
but that its heart and essence will melt away intp 
vain and impious superstitions. The former of 
these circumstances is conspicuously exemplified in 
the enduring Christianity of Greece ; the latter may 
have existed also : but it would be very difficult to 
select from the mass of vain observances any which 
ought peculiarly to be ascribed to that period, and 
not very easy to shew that the Eastern Church is at 
this moment at all more deeply degraded in Greece 
than it appears to have fallen in Russia before its 
refonuation by Peter the Great. At any ^tite, 
whatsoever these corruptions may have been, they 
have proceeded from the ignorance and wretched* 
ness of the clergy, rather than from their vices or 
passions; they have grown up carelessly and acci- 
dentally ; they have not been' sown with deliberate 
malice— they have crept into the system in a period 
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0f blindness asad helplcB^ess ; they have mot been 
engrafted by the active amtntion of a clear-flighted 
hierarchy, seeking to establish Universal empire 
upon human credulity. For this reason we may 
entert^ rational hopes of their easy extirpatko» 
whi&a the revival of civilization and lit^eaitiflre shidi 
have di^rsed the causes which ncmrished them. 

The extemd history of the Greek church daring 
the long interval above meiitioned, is distinguiriied 
by its disputes with that of Home, and by the firm* 
ness or violence with whidi it resisted every cfver^ 
ture df mdan — a term which, by the pecultaa* nature 
ct popery, is synon3rmou8 with submission. The 
want of moderation displayed in these disputes Was 
common to both parties ; the misfortunes and the 
reproach arising from them afflicted the whole body 
itf Christianity ; but on calm retrospection we find 
ft more easy to pardon the intemperance which 
tweeted an uirfbunded claim, than the arrogance 
which urged it ; and in the final success and inde« 
))endence of the church df Greece, we may be per^- 
siitted to express such joy as arises ftt>m the nearer 
hope that we see of its final reformation. 

To Attain its favourite object, &e Roman duirch 
has endeavoured from time to lime to pto&t by die 
politieai fear and weakness of the Grieeks* in tb^ 
beginning of the fifteenth century, when the exists 
etice of the, empire was immediacely thtieatened by 
the Turkish arm6, it was hoped that the religious 
scruples of the Orientak would lose th^r impcMt-t- 
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anoe at the appcoach of geeat niitioiial caiamity^ and 
that.tbey vFould be found wilUiig to saentkeeeome 
parts of tfadur fakh, in the hope of preservkig the 
rettiamd«r« Accordingly, they were led to expect 
that submisaioii to the Fapol See would be made 
the means ^f inteteBting the nations of die West id 
their pretervaticm, as the Pope would not fail to 
^ert £^ them, when papists^ that influence to whiehi 
as mer9 Chiisd^uis, they had little daims on bim^ 
Under these drcuoistanoeSf and with these senti^ 
mentSy the deputies of the two churdiea asaemhicd 
at the Council o{ Florence in 1439 ; and after senna 
days 0f dis|)utation it was agreed that the moat 
GoiitradictQry phrases had, in fact, the same mean^ 
ing, and the oiost opposite doctrines admitted of 
easy reconciliation ; a seenodog harmony was thus 
introduced, and the Greeks returned to communicate 
the success of their negociation to their countrymen. 
They were received with indignation as traitors to 
•the orthodox £Eiith»'and they awaked with astonish'^ 
ment and shame from the fascination which had 
been tht^wn over them. A few years afterwards 
Constantinople was taken by the Turks; and taken 
it would still have been if the church of Greeoe bad 
eonfirmed every act of the Council of Floretifiet 
and Cbreeoe possessed at leflueit ome cotisolaUon in her 
misery, that in the ruin of her political fortunes she 
had at least preserved the independence of her faith. 
The Mahometan conquest presented no discou- 
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ragemebt to Papal amlntion, but rather inspired it 
with new hopes, by opening a new channel tor its 
circulation. We need not notice the celebrated letter 
of Pius II. to Mahomet II., that most memorable 
monument of arrogance and folly, except to prove 
how very steadily the attention of Rome was fixed ^ 
upon the East, under any circumstance of change ; 
but of the continuance of her secret exertions at 
Constantinople, and even of their partial success, 
we have evidence sufficient in the fact, that, between 
the years 1458 and 1599» no less than thirteen of 
the patriarchs who sat on that throne professed the 
Roman Catholic faith. It is possible that some of 
these patriarchs, in adopting the tenets, may also 
have individually acknowledged the authority of the 
church of Rome ; but as their succession was inter- 
rupted by others*, equal at least both in number 
and sincerity, who continued faithful to the ancient 
doctrines, the Latins cannot boast of more than an 
occiAsional and a disputed supremacy ; and wben we* 
reflect on the violent jealousies which were kept, by 
such disputes, in continual operation, and on the 
cruel animosities thus excited, which might other- 
wise not have been, we cannot congratulate them on 
having advanced either the happiness or the virtue 
of the Greeks by thar interference. But we must 

* Aymon, sur la Religion des Orees : k la Haye, 1708. The 
BiioceMion of the Patriarchs, at leant during this period, was as 
rapid as that of the Popes had ever been. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE GREEK CHURCH; 158 

admit .that they have extorted more from, the help- 
lewness of that people, and the venality of their 
govemment, than could ever have- been obtained 
from thdr reason or their pasaons'; and ve.caa 
also coiioeive it very* probable, that the tenets occa- 
sionally^ proceeding through so many years from 
the . patriarchal throne, and leading to the posses- 
siiHi of it, may have obtained '. some prevalence 
among a thoughtless people and an ambitious priest* 
hood. • N 

During the latter part of .this period, the Refor- 
mation had made great progress in the west ; and 
in the natural hope of sympathy from the great 
rival of Rome, its leaders made overtures of coali« 
tion to the church of Greece. Jeremiah '*', the . 
Patriarch of Constantinople, listened to them with 
respect ; and, in pointing out the differences which . 
p^vented their union, he appears to have expressed 
himself with such temperance, that, while the Ro« 
mans extol his pious orthodoxy, the Protestants, 
also, haver found matter in his answers to persuade 
them, that his opinions, in some important respects, 
oohicided with their own t* And thus, though the 

* Some previous steps had been taken by Melancthon, who sent 
to Joseph, Patriaroh of Constantinople, a Greek copy of the Con- 
f ession of Augsburg. This document was tooompanied by a very 
temperate letter of explanation, to which, however, the Patriarch 
vouchsafed no answer. The divines of Tubingen renewed the 
overtures to his successor Jeremiah. — MosH, Cent. 16, sect, 3, 
part 1. 

f ^* Les traitez dogmatiques du Patriarche Jer^mie ont ete 
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attempt at codfition wc» not succeBsfiil, yet there 
tan be no doabt, that the emancipatifsii of so largea 
portion of Europe from PopiA pmuaplea xttstnaaed 
their progress in the East ; and gave ^Ksoara^iiient 
to those afaready cppoaed tx> diem^ by daewiog that 
they might be resisted and contenmed with impu- 
nity, and thas breaking the ehaarm of opinion by 
wlndi alone ihey had been uphdd and consecrated. 
Sach most have been the neeessaiy effect of the 
Reformation on the Eastern Church, whatsoever had 
been the opinions of the rdbimers ; but when it 
was moreover discovered, that those opimoos had 
many points of coincidence with its own faith ; that 
they professed no other foundation than the Scrip- 
tures, and abhorred the recent innovations- of the 
Vatican, the triumph obtained by them so very near 
the fountain of papacy, must have opposed great 
impediments to its course through more distant 
regions. 

But the zeal and activity of the Roman church 
seemed to increase with the difficulties which ob- 
structed it. The spiritual possession of the East had 
long been a favourite object of her ambition, even 
in the days of her glory, and some advances towards 
it she had assuredly made since the Turkish con^ 



imprimis en Orec et en Latin ^ Wirtemberg, Tan 1684 ; c'est 
pourquoi le lecteur est pri^ de voir cet ouyrage, et il y trouvera 
justement le contraire de ce que les Docteurs de Sorbonne et de 
Port- Royal ont feit entendre aux Grecs.** — Aymon^ p. 27f>. 
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quest. Biit the AAd was now no longer nadxa- 
piited. The banaens of die Refoimation were 
unfcdded on the hanks of the Bosphorua, and the 
city of the infidel was gratified with the spectade 
€i Chmtian dissension; ftcm the city it spread 
o?er a large part of the empire, and disturbed the 
greater portion of the seventeenth century. In 
this contest, we confess, with sorrow, that the arts, 
or the weapons, or the disci{dine of Rome, wa«, 
in some degree, triumphant ; for^ though she sus* 
tained the final failure of her grand object, the 
$ttbjugaiion ci the Greek church, she succeeded 
in obtaining from it some public confessions of 
faith, contiuning doctrines not widely differing from 
her own. And though we may doubt whethar 
these confessions fairly represented the faith of the 
majority, we must still admit their effect in disse* 
minating the opinions they contain : and thus has 
Rome, even in her retreat from this disputed icoun-* 
try, left behind her the deep traces of her invasion. 
Her gloomy warriors are indeed withdrawn; her 
Jesuits and her Sorbonists are no longer to be 
found wrangling with the priests or ccHTupting the 
goveniment; but some of their opinions still re^ 
main oigraved on the public tablets of the church, 
and on the conscience of its members. 

Some of my readers may wish to be made briefly 
acquainted with the details of this contest, which I 
cannot but think of great importance in ecclesiastical 
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history ; and as I know not to what single author to 
refer them, I may be permitted to lay before'them 
such a concise account as I have been able to ex* 
tricate from the confusion of controversy. 

In the long succession of patriarchs who have 
occupied, since the schism with Rome, the 
throne of Constantinople, it would be difficult to 
find one who has merited any distinction, either 
for talents, or liberal acquirements and character, 
except Cyril Lucar (KvptXkor Aounapis). He was 
a native of Candia, born a Venetian subject, and 
recdved his education at Padua. But seemingly 
unsatisfied with the partial knowledge here opened 
to him, and animated, perhaps, by an early anti- 
pathy to the Roman church, he proceeded to make a 
personal inquiry into the learning and the herenes 
of the West. He passed some time both in Ger- 
many and England, and returned to his native 
land the confirmed and enlightened adveri«ry of 
popery. His merits speedily recommended him to 
the attention of Meletius, Patriarch of Alexandria, 
who sent him, in the year 1600, on a special mes- 
sage to Sigismond, King of Poland; in which 
country it was feared that the doctrines of Rome 
were gaining ground upon the '' Catholic Oriental 
orthodoxy." • A few years afterwards, on the death 
of. Meletius, Cyril succeeded to the patriarchate, 
and held it for some time. During this period, he 
corresponded with certain eminent Protestants, espe- 
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dally those of Holland. His long eptstle, *'De 
Statu Graecarum Eccle8iarum,'*V addressed to John 
Wy tenbogaert. Minister of the Gospel at the 
Hague, contains a clear account of the condition of 
the Eastern Church, and a very temperate and 
rational exposition of its doctrines; a few complaints 
respecting the aggressions and intolerance of po- 
pery are expressed with great moderation ; and the 
sentiments of religious charity which we find, bear 
every evidence of sincerity. We must notice one 
other letter, addressed, in the year 1616, to George 
Abbat, Archbishop of Canterbury. It appears 
that James the First had offered a theological 
education in England to any Greeks properly re- 
commended for that purpose, and. Cyril now ac- 
cepted this offer, in behalf of one Metrophanes, who 
afterwards became Patriarch of Alexandria. He 
begins his letter by lamenting the controversial 
advantages conferred by a scholastic education on 
the Latins and Latinized Greeks, and the diffi- 
culty of finding those among his illiterate church- 
men who could contend with their sophistry. Both 
these epistles are written in. Latin, not without 
elegance. 

It was probably within two or three years from 
the date of this letter; that Cyril was advanced to 
the throne of Constantinople. He was not des- 
tined to enjoy this honour undisturbed, for bang 
now placed in the verj- centre of Jesuiticid intrigue, 
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he was also the hateful olyeet of its activity. He 
waa speedily deposed aixi baoished to Bhodes^ mid 
as speedily restored to his dignity. The fc^nner 
object is said to have been aecomjdished by Rimiish 
inAu^iee; die latter by the interference of the 
EngliA ambassador. So much, at leasts is certain^ 
that the Turkish govemmoit failed not to turn 
these dissraskms to its own advantage, and dealt 
out its justice or its mercy in exact proportion to 
the inducement immediately proposed for ^thar. 

In the years 1623 and 1634 fmb efforts were 
made by the adversaries of the Patriarch; and 
the court of Borne engaged in the dispute so 
far as to send an emissary to Constantinople ta 
effect his ruin. This person was charged with 
political accusations against C3rril, in order to de« 
stroy his credit with the Porte : he was accused of 
«i understanding with those enemies of the Turks 
who w«<e of his own ooaununion, and of fomenting 
the rebdlion ef the Cossacks. The £riUu:e of thk 
attempt was SolOowed by another far more extravar- 
ganty and highly characteriistic ci the arrogance 
whence it proceeded. The Pope nominated a pa* 
triarch of his own, and sent him with a suite of 
bisbops to the Greek metropolis. This insult, 
whieh waa intended only for a Christum rival, wi^ 
felt in the recesses of the Seraglio. Without loss of 
tioie 0r ceremony, the episcopal train was conducted 
to Turkish prisons, and the Boman patrtardi 
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escaped the same or a worse fate, oaly by a preci- 
pitate ilight. But what reverses ^ver Tepraseed the 
industry of Rome; — ^fertile in mamfbld expedieits^ 
8»d ever present to avail herself of every fiovtuitoas 
advantage ? Anxious to improve the educadon of 
bid cbuBtrymen, Cyril had introduced into the 
^pital a printing-preas tram Hollaiid. The French 
monks, who had abeady established a school there 
for their own purposes^ to which they would ndH- 
ingly have confined all instroctiony acd who were 
not desiroua that the Greeks shouM become move 
learned than they chose to make them *, presented 
themselves at the Porte, and revealed the plot 
which was preparing alike i^ainst the Pope and 
^e Prophet ; for they carried with them a book 
which had been written by Cyni during his resi- 
dence in Et^land^ in wluch he proved the<divinity 
of Christ against the Jews aiod the Mahometans ; 
aed such, they added, are the books which are 
intended to preeeed from the press of Cyril — 6ueh 
Jm treacherous designs ia oomipt the li^alty of 
the Greeks f The Turks, without fnrther inquiry^ 
sent down one hundred and fifty Janissaries, wh(^ 
scattered the fragments of the press, and would 
have {^proaohed the Patriarch huaaeif with no 
milder treaitmeBt, had he jsot fiaresaen and avoided 
the tempest« The triumph of the Latins was<x>m- 
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plete — ^they had crashed the first bud which had 
broken out from the seared trunk of learning— the 
earliest hope of the revival in Greece of knowledge, 
and reason, and virtue, they had blasted — ^their ex- 
ultation was unbounded and unalloyed. 

Cyrir appears to have muntained his authority 
(for his second deposition is disputed) with little 
or no interruption until his death » in the year 1638. 
Respecting the circumstances of his death there is 
also some uncertainty ; and all that we can deliver 
with confidence is, that he was strangled in his 
palace by order of the government. Protestant 
polemics have asserted, that the Jesuits took ad- 
vantage of the absence of the Sultan and the Vizier 
on a military expedition, to prevail on an inferior 
officer, the Bairam Pasha, to execute the common 
enemy of Turks and Latins. Of the truth of this 
charge, whether probable or not, I ca^i find no 
sufficient evidence ; and as similar accusations have 
been violently advanced and repelled on both sides, 
the clemency of history tnay sicquit the combatants 
of the heavier crime, and convict them of malice 
rather than of murder. Besides which, under the 
government of the Sultan, there was crime suffi- 
cient in the jnety imd learning, and various excel- 
lence of this holy Greek, to raise our wonder that 
he should have been allowed to live so long. 

That act of Cyril, which has obtained for him 
more honour and more obloquy than any other, is 
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bis celebrttted « Coiifessidn of JPaith." This im- 
portant document is dated from Constantinople, 
JaAuary, 16^1 ; it was first printed in Holland, in 
1629, nine years before the death of the Patriarch ; 
and as we have no evidence that it was ever dis- 
claimed by him, we may discredit the assertions olf 
those who hold it supposititious ; for they appear to 
test oh no good authority, and are contradicted by 
the very anathemas which were hurled against him 
as its author, by the Latinists themselves at the 
Council of Constantinople. Indeed, the genuine- 
ness of this production is beyond any reasonable 
suspicion ; but, in examining its nature, there ariseiS 
some doubt whether we should rather'consider it aii 
exposition, or a reformation erf the Greek faith ; 
whether it faithfdUy express the opinions of the body 
of thechurch as they then actually existed, or whether 
isome of the tenets were not in fact peculiar to Cyril 
himself, which it was thus his object to render 
familiar and acceptable to his fellow-countrymen. 
The Roman Catholics maintain the latter opinion, 
and I feel strongly disposed to agree with them ; 
but we shall best arrive at truth by shortly investi^ 
gating some of the disputed articles of the *^ Con- 
fession.'* 

It consists of eighteen chapters, or articles, and 
four answers {awoKplffsif). Of these chapters, the 
first and seventh deliver the Greek doctrines of 
the Trinity, the Procession of the Holy Ghost, 
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and Ihe Incamation; the fourth derived all evil 
£n>tn the daemon, or from man ; and the eixth refera 
original sin to the fall of Adam ; the ninth and 
thirteenth relate to saving faith as inchiding good 
works ; the. sixteenth enfol:<Ces the necessity o£ bap- 
tism for salvation ; and the fourteenth treats of the 
co-operation of free-will with the Holy Spirit^ by 
which it is excited to action in the regenerate. In 
the above eight articleis^ I. can discover nothing 
inconsistait with the jHxifessed opinions of the 
Greek church. 

Of the remaining ten, fhere are two of a tendency 
decidedly Calvinistic ;-^the third is one of them : — 
^' We believe that the perfectly good God, before 
the foundation of the world, predestined to glory 
whom he had elected^ in no respect regarding their 
works, nor havii^ any cause impelling him to this 
electicm, other than his good will — divine mercy* 
In like manner, before time was, that he rejected 
whom he has rejected : the cause of this rejection^ 
if we look to the uncontrolled mastery and dominion 
of God, we shall doubtless discover to be the 
Divine wiU ^ if we turn to the laws and rules of 
order which Providence uses in the government of 
the world, we shall perceive it to be his justice; 
for God is merciful, and just also/^ The eleventh 
article speaks also of those elected to eternal life* 
Now the charge most violently urged against Cyril 
was that of Calvinism, and every eiFort was made 
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by his enemies to render that teml odinas th^ou^Il^ 
out. the East. The srticle I hav^ quoted does, in- 
deed, partly justify this dharge in the {nroper sebse 
of thd word ; but the Latihists %i tbe.Eiist adopted 
it in a iliiloh bh>dder acxs^ptatioHv tb inelude all the 
hei^ies df the Refbrmitiom Thas hi tbeaeti of 
CoDstantinopIeand Yassi, Ph>testahtst)f all bplnibns 
are d^igiliEited by no other name than Calvihist ; 
aiid4t ^as not until Ae year 1679 that the Ortefcs 
appeal* to haVe notieedl ahy distinction between the 
£(rilpWers bf Luther and Catvin ; and thby then 
described it as being perfectly unimportant *J We 
sbtdl not be surprised at the prevfadence and cdn- 
tinf^nc^ of this error, when we recolledt that they* 
disriVed'itost of their theological knitruction froih 
Frencji emissaries. 

The eight retiaaining articles a|)pe4r to be levelled 
nMH^ or lesl diireclly iagaiost the. priilcipks of the 
dtAtnchtof Rome. The second, tenths and'twelftby 
respectively assert^ that the authority of Scripture is 
superior to th&t of the cbiiroh ; — 'that Christ is the 
only ^* head'* of the ehurch^ and that the chiefs of 
particular lurches fa^ve ho clmm.to that title ; and 
that the church i£l falUblejr except in as far as il 
is tinder the gui^nce <rf the Holy Spirit.. The 
fifth article mbst properiy ineitloatea humility in all 
our ^uper^humtin fi^jec^tetioria. The eighth is this -^ 

* A^tX^a St irate ^^9¥*7 Aov^^ag K»X«vivei>y u »at iv rtfi itf6^if%n 

i»*»vfu — Acts of Council of Jerusalem, Aymon, p. 276. 

M2 
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*^ We believe that our Lord Jems Christ, sitting on 
the right hand of the Father, is there oiir knediator, 
and intercedes for' us, alone acting the part of a 
true and legitxmate chief priest and mediator ; 
wherefore alone' he takes charge of those belonging 
to faim, and presides over the church, which is en- 
riched by a variety of blessings and OmamenC^/^ 
So daring an attack upon the office and authority 
of the saints, would scarcely be more popular with 
the &reek than with &e Latin people, whether it 
accorded or not,: with the genuine doctrine of the 
Church. 

Thb three other articles refer- respectively to the 
number of the Sacraments, the nature of the Eu- 
charist j and the intermediate state cf the dead. 
In distinctly limiting the holy mysteries to two—* 
Baptism and the Eucharist (art. 15), we doubt 
not that Cyril deviated from the faith of his ances- 
tors, and meditiUied a reasonable innovation in the 
doctrine of his church, by reirioving one of its 
oldest corruptions. In the chapter (17) respecting 
the Euchari(5t, while he asserts the spiritual presence 
of Christ, he at once denies any miraculous trans-; 
K>rmation of the element, ** such as Transulbstan- 
tiation,- idly invented, teacheth *." On this p6int, 
too, we cannot doubt that he would find many 
opponents in his own church ; for, though it^ most 

(i^ttfK tlxfi ltU<nM M£TOT2f 0212. 
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ancient treeds enjoin nothing posidve on this sob* 
jedt, k -had been so diligently inculcated by the 
Romkh emissarfes for nearly two hundred yearsy 
and proposed by them as so essential a part of the 
Ron'nsh system, that it had acquired some advo- 
cates among a credulous and an enslaved people ; 
isind ^ven among that vast majority whicb disclaimed 
the aiithoi^Uy of the Pope and the other eorruptibns 
of his church. The last article places the departed 
in a cotiditioh of immediate hapjnness or con*- 
demnation, aocording*to their merits, and discredits 
the ^' story of purgatory^ {rov wtpl Kabapraipiw 
f^dStoy) — a stoiry which appears at no time to have 
dbtained aiiy honour in Greece. 
• Of the four ** answers,^' three respect: the reading 
and Hiterpretatjon of the Holy Scriptures, ' and the 
fourth relates to the worship of images; tbd 
worship 19 forbidden, but the use permitted, yet 
obviously with sorrow and reluctaace, . and with a 
foU coBsdousness of the evils thence proceeding, 
afid of the inablKty of the church to arrest them*. 
By this brief examination, we peraeiTe tfaat.tbe 
Cdirfession of Cyril, among many dootrioes u^iTetv 
sally admitted bjr his cfaureh, promulgated others 
which either had not before been acknowledged, or 
merfs tr sulijeqt of dispute and diidsion, or .were 
actUfiSly in (^ypcisition to reoeired opinions, — for 



Digitized 



by Google 



166 T«ft:Qft^Ef: QUVRf «» 

sQdi X ttii^Kifw tp bf VQ be^p the ^sv^IqbM^ pf'#9^ 
aad martjm 6mn iim niedi^tory q1^^ aid ib^ 
^t!|tioii of tba nunitH^ of the «fl^ai9l?fijts tq (^9^ 
In theaet i\^speb)% tfi«D» w^ way cGin^4ei:< tba; Cq^T^ 
fcBfiim QfilAft A ia|»e ^posstiw. of £i4itb» 1?ujt i% tl)f 
luronder view of an attempt to mforwj th^ ftl)«iBi[p# of 
the CbiMith; arad thus; whiktweadinii!^ ttliQiQ^iiilg^ 
and wisdom of k&ajutlu9i5 we ih^lt fSg^l np^ft^rpl^af 
at the opiioatim tifMob In^ ^^^oMUtered, whU^ livi|iE» 
or the viiukiicp whi^ bM pQis<Nie4 bk tRi^D9Pi*y» 
And may we sot hope thai, hxm^^» ff^\\mi Qf 
inqae^iate adv^tage,, this nob^ efl((i^t W;iU' not. \^ 
ttnhf eded ob unMieiR^, iuld^ bpigbiteiir ci(ti^Mi^^ 
stances, in a more ei^igbt^iaod ^^nemtmiiP lib i% ^ 
greal thuig to have dealt the, first bl^w iq the 
tediM«cQ»Sipt wi* corruptlpi\ai|dpt^M4iQf ;. m4 
lihough it uaualiy fall wiAh 1U# ^fl^^^ m4 nf^ i)lir 
comi^ioaljr puove felal toi ihe band vrt^h fa^ 4i^ 
tOkbfliQi il; yt« the deed wHX ^^f fiqdwc^y^ %tob 
11^ among good and xfismn^etr vmn^ Md W^mg 
maay admirera Botne i»i]««^fa> I^o? 9)#ll. ^r^i bjT 
nature prime ^ imitate %h^ gyeM. al^d- gl^^i^us 
thmgapan^cMd' to theaii. mliMi' ^M tQ rt^Jfe^^O^ 
'aoyneMTv pi^tha to glofy ; and m;ny,imii mef h$ 
found. /to. follow wbithflrao^ac one' aoibinaiiidttig 
spirit inll lead. Stick oQiid|deiationfl» I think^gi^ 
Ufr reason to hope that the esamjde of C jriJ'JbllfiMr 
wiltnot be lost to posterity, and that his Confession 
will s6me day he made the basis of a much purer 
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system. $£ sel^um than &e tnisfbrtmies of their 
tmoettors have. bec|ueathed to them, 

Cjiil Lucar was sucoeeded hj fak adversary, 
Cyril of Beroeia, the violent partizaaft of Popery ,-~ 
a fact which lends soiae probabilky to the Pvo- 
teikant acooiuit of hk death. And it is cortaiw 
that hia ashes were scarcely cold^ wh«>i< a Synod 
%ras. assembled in the Capital itsdf, to anodieiaatise 
his peEson and his opinions^ and every man whor 
heU them orthodox. 

. The public Declanitiim (i'9i(por> of this Couneily 
hofirevici^ confines itself to irrt or six points- of 
attack^ and several even ol these aie Ibunded on eat 
un&k rcpmentation of the doctrines of the Confes*' 
sioa; those which are inculcated in thdr place aFef 
stnctiy Romishv This edict wa» sijgned by aboot 
fifty eoslesiastios, several of whom held ofSee» wt 
the Patriarchid Church at Constantinople. 

Cyril of Beroea did net long enjoy hvs trianipfa ;' 
he perisbeciy like his- predeoes»»', by a vioSenf 
deatk ; and, indeed, dmii^ this period of hmons 
dissensioB, so- rapid was the soce^ssion by death or 
deposition, that between 1^0 and 1671 we find 
the patriarchal throne to have been vaca^ nineteen 
times. ' 

Vecy soon afterwards^ it was found necessary to^ 
make a second assault on the ^^ heresy*^ oi Cyril, 
and! in die year 164S a council was summoned for 
that purpose at Yaasi, in Moldavia, by the Patri- 
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arch Parthenius. ' Its labours give evidence of 
more deliberate hostiKty. The artklesof the Con- 
liession are separately/examiDed, and every one of 
them (excej^ing the seventh only) is> found to be 
tainted with ^^ the Calvinistic heresy." Doubtless, 
in the eslimation of the Latinised Gveeks, this alone 
would have been sufficient for their condemnation y 
even if they had no wise. deviated from the faith <^ 
<^ the Apostolic Church ;'* for they had> been in* 
spired by their papist instructors with sudi. terror 
of the tiameof Calvin, that any creed mig^tseem 
pre&taUe to agyeement with him. But Ae rea^i 
8op4ihl^^8s of Cyril's doctrine is disputed, as w^ 
as its orthodoxy ; kad when we compare the obser* 
vations on ,the Confession » with the articles to whidi 
they are respectively directed, we find them soiiiU 
pf the stranj^est misapprehensions, that w« might be 
led to believe them levelled against soiiie other 
creed, or some very different copy of the.same creed, 
unless we had learnt from centuries of lamenlabk 
experience, that there is no gulf Qf^inteUectftial 
darkness and perversity too (k^p for: those whoin 
religipi^s dissension has blinded. ; 

But the Synod of Yassi could scarcely have 
claimed any place in history, had it not been dis- 
tinguished by the presence of some.Bussian prdates, 
who took an actiye patt .in its dehbieiations;. The 
Russian church possessed as yet no puUic standard 
of orthodoxy ; and = while it prof^sed to fbllqw. in 
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doctnne the unsettled faith of Greece, it surpassed 
its 'feeble guide, both in the laxity of its discipline^' 
and in th«t ignorance of its ministers and its mem-^ 
bers: ' Peter Mogilas, *< archbishop of Eioff and all 
Russia,^ willing, if possible, to reihove this reproach, 
as well as to extirpate some weeds of heresy which' 
were beginning to sprout up in his neglected vine- 
yard, readily united in reprobation of Cyrirs Cal-' 
vinism ; and it seems probable that, on his return 
to Russia, he' immediately published the "Ex- 
position ol the Russian Doctrine and Faith* .^ This 
Exposition, after undergoing some amendments and 
additions. at the hands of the Patriarchs, swelled 
into the nobler title of " Orthodox Confesaoti of 
the Catholic and Apostolic Faith of the Eastern 
Ghurch.'* It is needless to remark, that the great 
majority of a semi-barbarous people is generally 
tmdisturbed by the establishment or fluctuation 
of obscure doctrines^ or. perhaps entirely ignorant 
of their existence, unless they are embodied £^d 
represented to them in A>me sacrament or ceremony ; 
but by the few who possessed any learning, ahd 
these were to be found ctaly in the higher orderd of 
the priesthood, the above Confession was submis^ 
sively received ; and, we may add, that the doctrine 
of transubstantiation is most' clearly inculcated by 

itf. 

* See Conaett, on the Russian Church. — Pre/. 
s i It is admitted in the Confession that the Elements, after the 
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' In the 9)eaitlinaje^ the djapttties between CSaudis 
and the Sortxxiists in Fiaajc? had dbturbed the 
monastic r^po^ ^ the East,, and the ennateries ot 
\oth paprtkii aeem ta baye penetrated tbe very 
recesses pf Greece in purduk of advocates^ or at 
h»9s;( pf si^sittirea. Neither party had any reason 
tocomphuii of coldness, for doubtless neither failed 
ton^akeuseof that ai^gi^meiU which is most intei*- 
UgiUa to llie pocu' and. the ignorant* But the moi^ 
disciplined experience and tactics of the Latins pre^ 
vailfd^ and when M. de Nointel^ tbe French am* 
baasadori ccyndescended to engage in a persoaud ean-* 
yassi. bis efforts proved irresistible* Twenty *' Con* 
feftsions de Foi des Grecs,^ attested by above five 
^ittndi:ed ecclesiastics, enriched the arcfaivcB of the 
Fort Royalists^ and were pub&hed in then* fiunooa 
work, *• La Perpfetuit^ de la For de TEglise Catho. 
Hque touchant rEucharistie J** Tins soccess affiirded 
them» perhaps^ a temporary triumph over adversa*-. 
vies, who- had not scorned to seek tbe same victoiy 
by the same means ; but the historian derives fiom 
it little assurance of the doctrives^ but much of the 
igpoy^oGe, indxfifenencet or venfdity of the clergy o^ 
Greece. , , 
M^ d£ Nointel followed, up bid advantage witk 



flubstanoe u changed, retain their former appearance ; a couceft- 
sion to the sense of sight which appears to have surprised M. 
Aymon into an opinion that it was a modification of the doc- 
trine. • 

■II' 
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iHiwcaii^dili^mee; 0^ we ^mupt dwbt thut it) 

tlift puffppi^ ^ 6i^\j e^tiogui^i^ tb^ iipiiUQ«$ of 
Cyril, Thif 9jnvxl iwa«^l9d at JefU9«lef«i ui d)« 
](«w l^Tit ; 9Pd i^s parp0ffediiig8, vbich «re »iei:« 
v<4UQunQuik tbw tbofi^^ tW two fSsum^r wtmd9», 
«l»y bp 4Hri4^ iqtp ^ g9Qer^ Uttock H^n nU Pi<oh 
l99tMii; n purtkmUir r^ptohtfimaf the <^ Confai-^ 
91011/' with m i^ 9t$mifi^^ «h^w tM H .^aa «Qt 
tlHi.vorkof Cyfil; ap4Maf|i99iaoi|of(h9^3rihQdai 
£i^^0(mppMbyIV)ifMheiv^ Oirtbe^fsMtbeae 
Wbji9flit»jit 19 9eed]«9^ tQ. wake» apy Qomment^aAd 
th^9€i9owl ip €;l^e0y curious, in a» fanukit pcpv^a^ 
U^ liigb^ iwp^t !if iMfibycpntinyed to pr^iult}iYOugb<« 
Wt th^ ^utfk fcr tb^ n9«Q^ cyf CyriL Tbaas*^ 
{lei^bkHl p^tep werf dfaurous to deprive the Coin 
$^^0^ oC the «qf hpiity whiph it po^s^sfed* as bis 
wp]?k; Mni^y. we^ aoxiousf to detach th^ opimoo^ 
ifQVf^ tt}e high <;hajra«t^s. of l^W ^o^protiesged tbem*; 
tba b«€fy.tbey pi^^t despise cjr abhor, buttb^js 
))^th fi^ared a^d jfggpoQted tbc^ b^etid. And tbi«a 
vec9 tbiG|y 00^ a^W^ A^^adsitviour, op tfaeslighte^t 
^yideiw,, to ov^thww; wbfjt fmt mi probability 
hfd alik^ QCfQtrihuted. to^^8lab)i9b^ and what, the 
pvbJic d^l^iTsitiom of two, ^y^K^da had. avowed with-, 
9illfci;e^ei?veaiidj|nthQi|tsus^if:jio», • . 

After much r^probatioo of thie Cwfbsipn, and 
many foolish, ^tteippts.to,excvJpatiB Cyiil. ftom the 
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orimie 6f.bd^fig composed it, we proceed with great 
curiosity to the third point, that we may learn the 
doctrines really oon^tuting that orthodoxy which; 
liad been |9o tudely violated. The Creed of Dori^ 
theus is also divided into sixteen ^^ D^rees," £d}1ow« 
ing the order of the chapters of Cyril, and in many 
places even tracing the paragraphs^ and adopting^ 
the very words of the latter, so that we can^iot 
doubt that our co{^ of the Confession, (published 
at the Hagne)as tlie same with that which caused 
so much scandal to the^ Synod df Jerusalem. And 
now shall I hesitate to confess that, after; an atten^ 
tive comparison of the two creeds, I am unable to 
discover more than fAree material points of dUBer-^ 
ence between them ? others may lurk there which 
have escaped me, for my eye is slow to distinguifih 
the evanescent shades, and to trace the minute lines 
of religious controversy ; but no difference more than 
verbal can I here discern, save as to the number of 
the sacraments, the real presence, and the state of 
the ^ead. The third article of Cyril has subjected 
him to the charge of Calvinism*-*let us see the third 
article of Dositheus : — *^ We believe that the per- 
fectly good God has firom eternity prrfestined to 
glory those whom he hath elected, and delivered to 
punishment those whom, hie hath rejected, not, how-i 
ever, that he hath thus willed, either to justify 
those, or to condemn these without a cause."** The 
cause of wfaicH Dositheiis has been contented to ^ 
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assert the existence^ C)rril hasesdeavoured to asngn, 
And the praise of superior prudence is certamly due 
to the former ; but his words express no dissent from 
the cause assigned, nor would Cyril himself have 
hei^tated for a moment to subscribe to them. The 
eighth article of Cjrril seems to rgect the medkltioQ. 
of the Saints. ' The following are the words of Do- 
si theus: — ** We believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 
IS the sole mediator, and that having giyenhimself 
as a ransom for all, he made a reconciliation by his 
own blood between God and man, and that he is the 
watchful (careful) Comforter of those belonging to 
him, and a propitiation for our sins.*^ From this 
decree it is quite clear, that, whatever may be the opi- 
nions ot the practice of its individual members, the 
Greek church did not then acknowledge the media- 
tory power of the Saints, still less did it enjoin their 
worship, in the three articles (^, 10,. and 1%) 
which regard the wisdom and authority of the 
church, the principles of the two opponents are the 
same ; their verbal difference only arises from the 
greater caution of Dositheus, who leaves to inference 
the consequence which Cyril boldly asserted*. 

But when he arrives at the three points of real 
difference, the Patriarch of Jerusalem expreiises 

_. * The distinction drawn by Cyril in his tenth article, that the 
Christ of the church on earth should not he called its *'*' Head,** 
but its '^ leading member," appears unworthy of him ; it may 
have been occasioned- by some local circumstances, of which we 
^ know nothing. 
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bimiRlf iriUi perfect predMon ; and wben ha iacul- 
eates die dmne CMrigili of the oeveti m j8terie*i the 
aotnal change of the dement* in the EiK^rbt, and 
the final eemeilce df the dead at the day of judg'- 
WBMij we b^eve htm to deliTer the opiai^m of the 
greater part of his conaiumeni ai they Ware gn^*. 
ii^ into preTaledce at that tiibac^ Hhd aa they nt^ 
Qoir ^taUbhM*. 

We may oomsidei' the Synod of Jerutelem aa 
having restored ita^ancieht itepote to the dbureh^of, 
Gteeco-HU lelist, the stl^uggle^ which bid «d leog 
divided it wtsre not i^nly tencrilred. But title am-^ 
mdsities thus occasioDed, ^ere tbey so sood {argp^ 
ten ? The passions agitated by religioiis coiitentioo^- 
wtfre tbey so eaiily composed tod reconciled ? Bitt It: 
hag ever be^a th^ fate aqd misery of Greece to throw 
open her ooDBeerated vates and islands, as it were lot 
a sahctuaiy ^nd everksting tailple to discord . la 
her hours ^ f^orj, the was deiBply stahied with h^ 
own best and noblest .UckH); in her days^of phil0-> 
90phy^ she ^as distracted by clamorous contro- 
▼ersy$ in her years and centuries of davery and 
helplessness, she bus be&A made a bleeding field of 
ictioA for the crimes of powerful robbers* the otgect 
of^their fierce ambition, the partner in dieur mislior^ 

* W« riioald recollect, h&s^evet, thst the Coattdl of J^rusa- 
leM, as well Ss thote of Constantinople and YaMi, t^ere, after all, 
iftily lodd synock, not geneM (Sonndh, Mid fhei^ors that th«ir 
deeree« afe no« Unding on th« ^ Csthdlie" church. 
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tunte and diflgitee» the yiclimsiof Aeit crueky and 
perfidy. Nor was it enough that the fleerajag 
death-bed of her poliUccd existeode should be diSf 
Imbed by unceasing agitatioo ; her religion dsct^d 
not from simikf interfierence, and the purity of/her 
imth was disputed at the very moment wften.ah^ 
stood most in need of it. The cowled emisnrieb ot 
llooae thronged round to behold her struggles ; they 
derided the accents of her prayers ; tbey^daricened 
her prospect of salvation ; they insulted her feeble^ 
ness by demanding her s^ritual aUegimde tb a 
foreign master ; and, doubtless^ they .would have 
subjected her U> inquisitorial tortufes^ if Uie p^ 
V^nment, which had inflicted upon her every 
pthar evil, had not preserved htfr from that*L 
Pres^tly, the Frnt^stant arrived to rescue her fboni 
the shoals to which the other would have coBiductsed 
her, and to guide her intp th^ harbour of peace* 
The two adversaries contended, the otie for iher 
possession, the other for h^r friend^ip; and the 
claoHHirs of the conflict appear to have awakaied 
in her that sort of irritable {ininiation^ which det 
cided her to reject what sef^med most pressing in 
the soHcitatioQs of both $ for while ahe disclaimed 
for ever the authority of the Fopey she repelled 
with: soom the doctrine of the heretic* The coii'> 
.tending parties at length retired; and we must 

* The Je^its are believed to hare actnally tfieditated and 
proposed the introductioa of the Inqiiieitieii into Turkey. 
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ooBfess, that the impression produced by their 
interference^ and communicated to the feelings of 
the people, has been far from favourable to either. 

Sueh, in a few words, was the nature of the 
movements excited in die east by the Reformation. 
The ciMirdh of Greece, though divided. by many 
and'asgiy differences from her rival- of Bome, 
rested for the most part on the same foondations ; 
in veneration for antiquity and horror of innovation 
and heiesy, she even excefleded and surpassed her; 
and, thffiefore^ though she might rejoice in her 
humiliation, ' she could have no sympathy with 
those who had occasioned it^ It is in religious as 
in political despotisms; the spirit of reason and 
independence is viewed with suspicion, even when 
it disturbs the bosom of a rival. The Eastern 
Church, sovereign unrestrained over the conscience 
of her own subjects, was interested to main- 
tain the legitimacy of the same description of 
sovereignty to Borne ; and, therefore, she con- 
demned the revolt of the reformers on principles 
common to both churches, and will be slow to 
acknowledge their spiritual independence: 

Fw this general as well as many particular rea- 
sons, we need not be surprised that the opinions of 
the Protestants have made no progress in the East. 
And if we should wish to ascertain the precise 
limits of the success of Rome in the same field, 
where she was encamped for so many centuries, we 
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bbould £nd that ber exertions have been directed 
at various periods (sometimes even at the same 
period) to three objects : — 

1. To establish the supremacy of the Pope over 
the Patriarch, and secure his universal acknowledge 
ment as head of the Greek church. 

• 2. 'To divide the members of the church, and 
bring over as many subjects as possible from the 
Patriarch to the Pope. 

. 3. To latinize the doctrines of the East. 

^' The first and principal object, as it involved the 
entire conquest of the church, could not other- 
wise have been permanently accomplished than by 
the submission of all the four Patriarchs, enforced 
by the public act of a general council ; and if this 
was difficult to effiect under the feeble sway of the 
latest emperors, it became impossible under the 
jealous dominion of the Turk : for it would have 
been absurd to imagine that the'Sultan would per- 
mit any stranger to regulate the religious duties of 
his own slaves in his own capital. It would appear 
then, that aft^r the taking of Constantinople*, the 

* LecmarduB Ghieosis thus addressed the Pope on the severest 
eril whidi Christianity ever sustained : ''^ Hen quae spes in populo 
duro, qui tot ^nnis sine vita spirituali abscissus a capite manebat ! 
Quomodo non desperati, quomodo non abjecti a Deo ! Qui ab 
ecclesia elongati Romana in cordis duritie permansenint ! &&'* I 
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aspirations of Bonie were limitecl to the aeoond 
object, and here thej were not entirelj ^hotit 
success. I do not indeed £eel quite asaur^^ that 
the latinized. societies resident in Greece absolutely 
disclmmed their Patriarch and looked to Rome 
alone for guidance; nor do I believe that the 
latinized Patriarchs paid more than nominal homage 
to the Vatican. But it is quite certain that this 
last succeeded to a certain extent in introducing 
dissension among the Greeks. The third object 
(to corrupt the doctrines of Greece) was of course 
pursued in common with the other two, with an 
ardour accommodated to circumstances, and which 
seemed to increase as the points which were thought 
most material became less attainable ; and we have 
already observed to what precise extent it was 
accomplished. And thus the permanent and visible 
results of this long and various contest may be 
reduced to these: the final independence of the 
Greek church ; the apostacy of a small proportion 
of its members to the communion of Rome ; the 
adoption of the doctrine of transubstantiation in 
the place of the loose and uncertain notions which 
had before prevailed on that subject*. 

quote this from a little book containing a great deal of tnith, 
called ^ The Ektablhllaiieiit of tbe Turks in Etupope** 

♦ If it should seem singUkv that the Pope suoeeecM in esta- 
blishing transubstantiation itt the ebarch of Gfeeoe, wha» he 
entirdy failed in introducing the belief in purgatory, perhaps the 
following reasons will aeoomit' ior that fwt t-^l. He set nradi 
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more vAlue on the former point, and pressed it more strtmgly, as 
being the most distingaishing badge of his own church. 2. Some 
vague expressions in the ancient Oreek fathers so aided the 
dehision as to make it appear rather like the exaggeration and 
extension of an old opinion than the imposition of a new one, 
3. It was an opinion purely speculative, nothing affecting men*s 
happiness or misery in any state of existence^ their hopes or their 
oonduct. While the story of purgatory is so much more practical 
as to create greater hesitation in assent, and thus to require 
stronger evidence of its credibility. 



END OF PART 11, 
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I publish these Letters at the importunity of the very 
learned friend to whom they are most unworthily ad- 
dressed, and have, therefore, only to pray (in the true 
spirit of friendship !) tliat the censure due to their levity 
may be directed to his partiality. They have no claim 
whatsoever on general attention, except that they were 
written on tiie islftoft of our v«ry cid acquaintances the 
Harpies, by the only traveller who4)ad then, or, as far 
as I know, has ever, indulged the boyish curiosity to 
visit them. 
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" Convent of the Strcphades, 
May, 1820. 
«* My deae T. 

** If there be half so much pleasure in re^ 
ceiving letters as there is vanity in dating theni 
from places which none ever saw, and few ever 
heard of, jou will thank me for addressing you 
from the unexplored Strophades ; and, indeed, is it 
not a just and natural pride which I feel in treading 
these islands, of which no one knows any thing more 
than that they are * Insulae lonio in magno,^ though 
every one is familiar with the story which gives 
them celebrity ? Such at least was the extent of my 
own knowledge until the other day, when, accident- 
ally turning over a Meletius at Corfu, I found that 
they were situated only thirty-five miles south of 
Zante ; and that, even as lately as the days of that 
geographer, they were still suspected of harbouring 
a race of monstrous birds, not, indeed, precisely 
answering the description of Virgil, but such as 
might be believed the degenerate descendants of 
Celaeno, and as like the Harpies of ancient days as 
a Greek of Mistra is like a Greek of Sparta *. My 
curiosity thus received an additional impulse, and 

* These letters were written wlule I was on my way to the 
^t, ^^^ the Revolution. 
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as all travellers are interested in maintaining each 
other's credit^ I was willing to encounter some risk 
even in . support of the veracity of jEneas. For 
this, you know, is the land of credulity as well as 
imagination ; and the tales which you in England 
call fables, are with us^ under this soft blue heaven, 
matters of fervid and blissful certainty. 

^' Well ; from Corfu I sailed to Zante, and at 
Zante I embarked with my servant in an open boat at 
about ten last night. At day break we had passed 
the southern extremity of that island, but the sun, 
which, as it rose from behind the Morea, defined 
the majestic outlines of Olenus and Erymantb, did 
not yet disclose to us the object of our search* 
Four other hours of tedious progress and expecta- 
tion were required before we descried the humble 
S.trophades emerging from the . sea mist. The 
Maestrale carried us nearly to the entrance of the 
little port — * vela cadunt, remis insurgimus'— and 
at midday our anchor was cast under the shelter of 
a rock crowned with an old and extensive building. 
The Greek flag had been hcHsted on the first ap- 
pearance of the bark, and on pur arrival some monks 
presented themselves on the beaeh. After a short 
explanation, occasioned by the novelty of such a 
visit, I waa permitted to land, and conducted with 
great civility to the convait. 

. " The conv^t is situated on the north side of the 
larger island, and I think on the highest spot in it ; 
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iny cell is extremely neat and dean, and, for a mo*^ 
nasterj, spadous ; the window looks to the north- 
west^ the direction in which I always look with most 
pleasure ; thus, too, it admits the cool Maestrale, 
which, at this season, usually rises at about eleven 
every morning, and continues to refresh the East 
until evening. Zante and the north-west coast of 
the Morea are before my eyes, and I do begin at 
last to feel myself in Greece, - At Corcyra, Leu- 
cadia^ Ithaca, Zacynthos, the beating of drums and 
the flashing of bayonets, undedr a doudless sky, and 
among Oriental scenery and costumes^ cdnfuses out 
associations and feelings ; and in the doubt whether 
most to love what Greece was or what England isi 
patriotism will sometimes triumph over memory 
and imagination ; but here have I full- liberty to 
sigh over the languid features of mortality, undis- 
turbed by any living spectacle of wealth and jxjwer: 
The Strophades are, indeed, also under English 
protection; but there is no garrison here, alid^ 
what is more singular, no Englishman has hitherto 
ever set foot on the islands. Most of the land be- 
longs to a nobleman of Zante, by whom it is let to 
the monks, who are forty in number, and the imly 
inhabitants. 

*' Of these two islands, the smaller Is a mere rock; 
remarkable only for the vast masses of stone which 
the storms have rolled upon it, and the quantity of 
very white salt, filling the basons or chasms thus 
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femi^cL it Meg to the iiar^war4^ and by thusi 
pr^eeBtuig its hoary front to the tempests, it seexn» 
to mwT^ tbep««i(^4od£eititityof itsl]app]er^Qigh•- 
bowr* Tim Ust is About six miles in circujnfer* 
fope, C9¥fii:ed in aloiiost every part with luxuiimt 
yarduro. A certaja sfwc^ io th^ oentre is cultivated 
with 0QrB» nod piodiioes sufficient to satisfy the 
waste ^ its cnltiv^tors. I ^Jbserve some snudl 
vineyards ; Ae«p and gos^ are in abundaapei and 
tW ^ larta bourn pasfim cainpis lurnienta'' still con^ 
Utme tt> temp^ the voracity of strangers, and to 
justify the deseriptioa of Maeaa. But one point 
tb^re hf affeotiog the topographical fidelity either of 
the son ct Anehiscis, or of his accomplished poet, 
¥r}mk I niay not pass pv^ unnoticed. His descrip* 
lion h^ us to expe^ high and mountainous land, 
< l^rire pKoeul ffmm(e^-**-de mootibus adsunt Har-^ 
ftjm*' ^ AisB I the Ipir rock on which the convent 
0taDd% apd whi<A, itt ten or twelve miles distance, 
is scarcely vasible at sea, ill deserves, the dignified 
appdlation ; wu) the island descends from the north 
almost to the level of the sea on the south, so much 
so, that to ships approaching at night, or in mist^ 
bom that qjnarteri there is no small danger of beiog 
stranded^ I believe, indeed, that the Stri^ade^ 
are the lowest islands of Greece^ whether in the 
Ionian or the uSIgean Sea. 

And certainly we sail more safely, as well as more 
agreeably, over these enchanted watem, when we inr 
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to thiit of hi^ le8» ftQcumte iputator, £yen already I 
W^ bad ^portiuudes of observing tbat HoiperiQ 
f pitlwts are opt only fei^bf uUy truoe^ but peculiarly 
^haraptariftic — tbivsy for jn^tame : iiX«j<rffft 'i^iau/vdas 
(wbicb Yirfl^ bas bad the |;ood fortune to translate) 
denotei^ the very cyqiinistance wbicb distinguidiesf 
Za1:^e froi|i its iieigbb9ui' CepbaMia. Again, in 
Itbaga^ Hii^rQf q^r . . r«vv(pv^^v* ba^ 9 mucb 
more appri^ri^te bewty tbaii Viigil's Neritosardu4 
Swm; b^cai^se, even to tfais mcmieoty tbemountalq 
wbicb we bave the best reason to believe Neritos, 
^ougb ^rtainly far from luxuriant^ is still marked 
\fy i9ucb 9^ore prete^sio^ to verdure^ tban any of 
tbo9e about ^t. Indeed^ the present appearance of 
^e islwds of Oijpece is pxbaiblj not verj different* 
even in auoh respectS} Iroin that which was pro- 
rented to the eye of Homer ; tbey are in general 
well inbabitedy sad therefore weU cultiirated ; and 
asinxoostof tbew nature^ by the intennixture of 
impmpticable rock» has imperiously decided the 
limats of human labour^ it is not possible that the 
interrupted induatry even of many centuries should 
have wrought in them any material change. And 
this is one great cause pf the higher curiosity and 
pleftsure with wbiph we examine and contemplate 
the insular scenery of the East. 

*^ An Afternoon of soUtude was delightfully spent 
in exploring the secrets of the island ; for it is a 
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fedmg of rare and exquisite satisrfoction with which 
the trayeller approaches some consecrated spot — 
the object of his boyish dreams, or! of the more 
serious triflings of his maturity v which has hitherto 
Iain hid from modem observation, and presents 
itself, as antiquity has left it, unexplored by our 
enthusiasm, and uncelebrated by our vanity. It 
may be a very trifling object that he is in search of, 
ftnd a very useless discovery that bounds his ex- 
pectations; yet the hand which raises the veil 
cannot fail to tremble with something of that gene- 
rous hope which admits not of disappointment/ 
Some fragments of ancient days may be concealed 
in the shades which lie before him ; some broken 
statue, or sculptured column, representing the fea- 
tures and the genius of the men of other times — a 
sepulchre or aii urn, the record of their piety. 
Alas, by no record of piety or of genius, by no 
fragment of art, however rude or disfigured, was my 
curious toil rewarded j nor any vestige of antiquity 
did I discover, nor any other recompense did I 
meet with, except the sight of those imperishable 
charms which nature is generally ready to display 
to those who love them, and M^ch on this spot she 
may hitherto have lavished in vmn. 

" The corn-fields in the centre are surrounded 
by deep and fragrant groves and shrubberies of 
mastic and myrtle, extending in most parts quite 
down to the sea-shore, and forming a green girdle 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE STROPHADBS. 189 

ivhich almost eDopdapaflbes the.ialAnd ; SKypae undu- 
lations in: the ground add: to beauty, variety and 
.ap^)€torance of. extant ; and one of the vaUeys thus 
fonned is adonied by a thick and eztaiajye groyi^ 
of laurel. These recesses are not unyisited^'by 
jsong, and at this sesason are chiefly ainw>a^ed,by't?ie 
voioeof the dove, npw on hei? paissage to the north* 
ward. Other interruption there is ncHie^'saTe this 
and the distant dashing of the sea7wa¥es9 to the 
silence every. where prevailing, and inducing serious 
feeUngs and recdlections of other ages.^^ ^ 



<' The convent is well built and in 
good repair, and the interior is remarkably clean, 
so as to b^ free from the various annoyances usual 
in oriental habitations ; and the monks present, 
both in appearance and mipoiner, a singular contrast 
to the inmates of the wealthier monasteries of the 
^outh of Italy and Sicily. I am inclined to think that 
the difference is not merely external ; and with little 
general faith in monastic excellence, I feel strongly 
persuaded that the holy parsons here surroundiag 
me are not only free from the ordinary vices of 
humanity, but also that they live in the possession 
of many. good principles, and in the exercise of 
many feelings not common to the mass of their 
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edottttymen^^ Afid Am k the htm <<it»cl thiM; 
ism po^Uy re^idt frMi geduttcw ftoitt the iNttld ; 
Mkd if it b«cotxle kd9 ttnpt^obftlikr m- the mdtjuiim in 
isMhd per feet) th&te con be no place whei« we m^y 
kx>k for it itith gretAer eertttiity than in thid. For 
tkybunHUi being inhabits, and vetf feir aipprdMfr, 
thia idand eaeept Itii ^HgSeua ^Mnpamtii, whothttii 
have Rttle other eommunicatioii with fbdr flfl^i^ 
cfeHtoTcft than by an oecaaioital Tisit of one or twt> 
of the memben to Zante. There is anotiier pomt 
of monastic difleipBne whkli they observe as tiffdiy 
as the brotherhood of Mount Athos are said to do, 
and much more so than is usual in smaller establish- 
ments ; for in most other convents, however deso- 
late and apart from human conversation, on moun- 
tain tops, or among savage forests, one or more of 
the female sex are generally to be fotind engaged 
in menial ofSces, or associated in religious duties ; 
but on this island there is no record that the foot of 
Woman hath ever been placed. Again, as there is 
hefe no police or health establishment, there can be 
no direct intercourse with the continent of Greece ; 
and passing vessels are much more anxious to avoid 

• Then is ndtldBg impuMbU in Hm toppomtiat^r tluii 1^ 
Crceeee the Wast eesnipted part of tlie poptlatioa may be tlie 
monks, and that the virtue which oppressioii has contributed to 
es^pei ffoin the^ n^her causes may hsw fdmd^ soum Mvt tnTtfogfi 
$m<a^ tfaam; f«r thefolicf •£ the Tudit ha»alwaya pvetecM 
them more, or rather persecuted them less, than the other orders 
df the cmmminity. 
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Ae danger ei the low ctmaty tban to 90ik sfaektr in 
the Mseciire lutttxibr of die Sin>pbfldes. tims^ it 
iMmld be diiBcult ta imi^ne a cotfiifttiiiity more 
nearly serer^ frdm tbe world than thb; they 
pcMRMMidl their vesoufiteB mAm theneelves; thdr 
mm Maud anppliefe them with com, vegetfA>le8t attd 
iKcedietit water; what Ihtle of wine or <Al they may 
iequif<e iiMbtaiiied horn Zante* whitber th^ eat^e 
is carried to pay theifr rent (fixr ob no occasionr, 
aa they agsufe me^ do they ever toueh meat) ; . and a 
iiight addition to thehr rev^enue is made by the sale 
of tuit)e-doTes> which resort bithar in vast numbers 
during the two seasons of their passage^ and are 
shot or taken by the monks ; these also they send, 
iik Tioegar, to Zanl^ ; and tbk ts the esteat of iheiv 
inCercoarse wi A lAaii. 

** So civcumstanoed, I am not snrpmed to find 
them igoovaot and credulous, and that they are 
iiot stitt mote so^ is owing to that keen natrre curi^ 
osity and shrewdness which belongs to- them as 
Gteeks^ Just now I shewed them a tnap, tbe ftrst 
' that they bad eirer beheld^ and pointed out to tbem, 
as tbcy crowded about ne, tbe little spot where we 
wece oooverMng—- a^w b r6ir^t„.adroy v rifnrf 
Was proMooneed with an tiniversal eagerness and 
en^usiasioi, indicating more patriotism than 1 couTd 
have b^Meved Aem to possess; but this, again, 
was Grecian: for there is scarcely a rock, moun- 
taia, or islet, in this singular country, however 
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wild or unattractiYey in which its inhalntant'does 
not find some peculiar charm, the cause of a vagiie 
partiality so exclusive/ so limited, so merely local, 
•that he will often indulge it to the contempt 
•dr hatred of those wlio dwell Cfa the adjoining 
rock. And, beodes/ there is no just reason for 
surprise that some sort of attachment to thar 
residence idioold be found to exist evon in mo* 
^nastic bosoms; for this is the home to which 
their passions, and all their earthly hopes, are con- 
fined ; where their virtues can alone be exercised, 
and where the prayers, which are continually c^ered, 
must sometimes be offered with eamesiness and 
devotion. 

.. ^^ The office of Papa, or Hegoumenos, which lasts 
two years, is now held by a most ' venerable old 
monk, whose long white beard flows amply over 
his purple vest. Even a more striking object, both 
in figure and character, i$ ,a Fath^ more tha^ 
ninety years of age^ who retains all the fire and 
curiosity <^ youth, and displays it in the most par- 
ticular inquiries respecting my travels, my pur- 
suits, my studies, my habits, and those of my 
country. - The most enlightened among my vade*- 
rable friends is a native of the Morea, who several 
years ago presented his fortune (about two thou- 
sand dollars) to the convent, and came to spend the 
rest of his life within its walls. These men are 
Greeks and monks; but^ if there be any faith in 
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the exjpressioa of voice or countenance — ^if simpli* 
city of manner be any promise of purity of mind 
— ^if ignorance of the business and pleasures of the 
world give any security against the contamination 
of its viees — ^they possess a piety, benevolence, and 
sinless disposition to virtue, which would not dis* 
gcace a purer form of Christianity. I believe the 
same to be true of many others of the community, 
but on these three I have had the best means of 
observing^ 



" I am treated with great attention by 
the leading persons^ and with perfect civility by 
all. Early this morning I received an invitation 
to breakfiust with the Hegoumenos, in the garden 
6f the convent. On my appearance at the gate, I 
was much astonished to be honoured by a salute 
of some pieces df cannon (they are kept here for 
defence against piratical or other aggression) ; the 
holy flag, dec<»rated with the figures of Christ, the 
Madonna, and St. John, was waving in the garden, 
and some of the Elders, in their most decent ap- 
parel, advanced to receive me. . I was conducted 
into a beautiful arbour of myrtles, ornamented 
with hlies and other flowers ; our table was a round 
mass of stone, so perforated as to leave space for a 
myrtle to grow up through the centre, and inter- 

o 
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pose amoBg the guests its delieale leaires. Around 
the arbour wi^re onuage and lemoii-trees,--*- 

the fruit, indeedr had every tint, fh>izr the deepest 
green to the yeUowness of matority ; and the blow-* 
ing xephyr was rewarded for its toil by the odours 
whieh it carried off item branches, where the flower 
was Uoonung by the side o£ the fpi^gr»t iEhiiti 

'^ The usual fare was abundantly provided^ with 
the addition of tea, of which diy hosts partook fear- 
fully and, as is usual in the East, medicinaUy, in 
the belief that sudden enervation would succeed 
the slightest intemperance in that respect ; in other 
niiatters we all did justice to our &re, and to the 
hospitable branches which embowered lis. I re- 
tired from the garden with the same honours which 
attended my entrance^ and onee more scaight the 
^hade and solitude g£ the laurel grove» 



" This is, indeed^ a very beautiful little 
island. I never beheld a spot so favourable to 
Pan, and the Naiads,, and the Nereids, vovrlas 
aKT^s Eiri, Here are tangled branches and flower- 
ing turf almost to the ocean^^s edge, and here are 
shades and shelter, and caves and myrtles, and 
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akiiee md aecrecy^-^^ill that recommends the val- 
hjB of Arcadia, except ^* the breathing roses and 
the wood/' Indeed this place does appertain more 
properly to Arcadia (from whose shores it is not 
forty miles distant) than to the barren Ionian sea; 
and, in wandering among its pastoral recesses, or 
emerging from its thickets into some open green 
spot beset by fragrant shrubs, you would expect to 
see the Liadon winding at your feet between its 
' lilied banks,' or ^ old LycsBus or Cyllene hoar^ 
shaking his shaggy Bead above you — ^were it not 
that th^ ceaseless beating of the billows, every- 
whete audible, for ever reminds you under which 
sceptre you are livmg. And yet there exists a 
traditionary cin*umstance, by which it would seem 
that nature has intended a perpetual union between 
the Strophades and the Continent ; for the monks 
inform me of faithful records to prove that the 
Alpheus has frequently presented himself at a well 
in this island, and deposited there shrubs, flowers^ 
roots, or leaves, which had been confided to him in 
Elis. The monks, who are certainly not very 
credulous, except where their superstitions are con- 
cemed, are bold enough to disbelieve this story ; 
but to me it seems nothing improbable, that in his 
subteraqueous journey to visit his Arethusa, the 
old river god should pause at this delightful resting- 
place, and here resign some portion. of the tribute 
intended for his Syracusan mistress. 

o2 
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" Biit none of these pious brethren were aware of 
the classical importance of their island, nor had 
any clear tradition reached them respecting its 
ancient inhabitants, or the irruption of the Son of 
Venus. I had the pleasure of relating to them the 
fable on the scene of its action, and they received 
the communication with miite and sceptical as- 
tonishment. The story, however, spread with 
great rapidity; and presently several took the field, 
with guns and other weapons, against some large 
sea-birds which irequent the coast; two were 
brought in, of unusual form and dimensions, to the 
larger of which, measiuing nearly four feet from 
bill to tail, they chose to apply the name of 
vvii%xoqaixaf or owL Owls are, in fact, exceed- 
ingly abundant in the island, and enjoy, in its 
woody recesses, ihe most undisturbed repose ; but, 
in the bird in question, I could not discover, on 
the most curious examination, the slightest resem* 
blance either to Nyctimene or Celarao. The other 
they called tsXdxa, a name more generally applied 
to the common sea-bird, Kdqos ; but this, in the 
Strophades, is named aqriva. But none of them, 
howsoever named, can be suspected of any affinity to 
the harpies of Mneas. 

' *< This disappointment demanded the kind of 
consolation which immediately followed and allayed 
it. The vvxraKopiKa was replaced on my table by 
a lamb, fed only on milk, which had fallen for my 
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dinner, and was dressed entire, in the ancient 
fashion ; and which I assaulted, fearless now of any 
intetruption from the obscoense volucres, whether 
by fold and filthy contact, or by the * vox tetrum 
^ira inter odorem.' 

" Presently I received a visit from my white- 
bearded friends, bearing liqueurs and other luxu- 
ries I and I then learnt, with much astonishment, 
that while I was unconsciously wandering in the 
groves, immediately after high mass, a regular 
Litania had been performed by the Hegoumenos 
and the whole community, in full dress, for. the 
health and success of myself and the happiness 
of my family. I believe them to have been per- 
fectly disinterested in. this attention, meaning only 
to confer the highest honour in their power 
(and it was the highest posisible honour) on the 
first Englishman who had visited their island. I 
was pleased and afiected by it ; and am confirmed, 
by this and all else that I have here observed, in 
the opinion that the members of the Greek Church 
have no violent prejudices against our heresy, nor 
will form any, as long as we. treat their religious 
ceremonies with respect ; and that this respect is 
most2industriously paid, even to their most absurd 
superstitions, by our soldiers and ofiicers of every 
rank, I am most happy, on repeated observation, 
to attest. 

" The north-west wind subsided towards even- 
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ing» and the sun calmly descended into the smeodi 
and burnished sea. Slowly receding from the 
water, the tints of evening spread themselves over 
the sky, and varied and br%htened as they spread. 
On the one hand, the dark outlines of Zante were 
extended along the painted horizon. On the other, 
lay the shores of ancient Pylos, overhung by die 
summits of the Messenian mountains, still shining 
with the last glance of day« The clouds, which 
in fine summer weather collect in white folds above 
the continent of Greece* and brood peacefully over 
ity had either vanished with the sUn, or caught 
the momentary colours of the west ; and the veil 
of misty light, which is thrown during the glare 
of day over the distant coast^ softening its oytIineS| 
but confusing its featiires, had already melted 
mway and disclosed the naked prospect of its mag* 
nificence. While die whole ocean, and earth, and 
heaven, were overspread by that air of pensive 
tranquillity whidi is peculiar to the fea^tures of 
Greece, which is inspired by her dignity and. her 
sorrows^ whidi mitigates the severity of b^ beauty, 
"and bywfaidi her most-enchatiting expression is 
ever most divinely animated. 
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'' Two aererm shocks of earthquake 
disturbed* at a v^ry early hour^ the light slum* 
faers of my abstemious friends, and threw the con- 
Tent into some confusion; for such events are 
less usual here than at Zante or Santa Maura: 
but presently morning rose with its accustomed 
^eodour, waA dieebsed a tew object of terror 
somewhat more lasting &an the other. This was 
the speetade of a Turkish fleet, becalmed n^ear the 
eastern coast: there was some apprehension of a 
fribndly visit from its insular crews, aad the 
name joC the tutelar saint, Dionysius, was again in* 
yoked with frequent earnestness, until a light breeze 
sprang up firoioi the south 9 and carried them. a few 
miles.forwaid, on tb^r wi^ to suppress the rebellicm 
of Ali Pasha. Rescued from this second peril, and 
now hopeless of any more interesting discoveries, 
I allowed myself to be conducted about by the 
monks, in order to see what they consider the real 
curionties of the island ; and I will so far compli« 
ment their vanity, at the expense of your patience, 
as to enumerate them to you. 

<< First in honour and sanctity, is the Fountain of 
St. Dionysius^ the livjog and p^ennial proof of 
his miraculous powers. Its fresh and wholesome 
waters ooze from the rocks at about fifty yards 
from the sea, and preserve their purity almost on 
the brink of the briny element. This has been 
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attributed to supernatural intervention^ and the 
belief is embraced with a credulity^ not universal 
even in Greece ; for there is. a fountain at Pdis, in 
Ithaca, ' welling as purely from the sands, within 
five yards of the water^s edge, which I could never 
learn to be consecrated by any legend*. . 

" 2. — The well of the Alpheus derives little re-^ 
spect from the profane fitble which dignifies its 
origin ; but as it is the only object in the island 
connected with any staty of classical antiquity, it 
excited just interest enough in me to make, me 
sorry to find it so extremely like any other well. 

<( 3. — The chapel of St. John is indeed a horrible 
curiosity. It is the charnel-house^ where all. the 
bones of the deceased are deposited. For three 
years they are allowed to repose in their place of 
sepulture ; at the end of that period they are dis- 
interred, and dismembered, and brought into this, 
their final receptacle ; and here are they carefully 
piled up, wretched fragments of mortality ! the 
legs and arms on one side, and the grinning skulls 
on the oth^,. while a lamp is left to glimmer, 
as if in mockery upon them. I am at a loss 
to assign any motive for this disgusting custom; 

* I should now remark, that the Ithakesians, amoog whom 
f passed some weeks, appear to me to have more classical and 
fewer religious traditions, than any people in Greece. 
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The Turks plant 'flowers where the bodies are 
plaeed, and oppress the earth by no marble, that at 
the day of judgment they nmy spring upward withr 
out impediment The thirsty Nubian or. Arab of 
the desert places ajar of water at the head. of. his 
departed friend, iest the great want, which, has tor- 
mented him in this world, should pursue . him: into 
the next. O&ers are diligent in preserving :the Hmbs 
from ocHTuption, and the features from change : 
and there are some (as the Capucines in the; Lato- 
mia at Syracuse) who endeavour, to throw the. very 
air and exprecRsion of life into the senseless remains 
of the departed, by placing them erect in their usual 
dress, or their favourite attitude — nay, they do not 
heatate to crown their heads with myrtle, and adoni 
them as if for the dance or the festival ;, yet, for all 
these varieties of superstition, we may discover some 
pardonable motive in the piety or .in the weakness 
of humanity : but to tear die bodies from the earthy 
and arrange in promiscuous heaps the disjointed 
members, is to anticipate and surpass the ravages 
of time and corruption. 

** 4. — ^They shew the Caveof St. Dionysus, which 
was the favourite scene of his devotions, and is thus 
invested with peculiar sanctity. WheUcthe Turka, 
in a war with the Venetians, landed on this island, 
the monks earned hither the bones and treasure&of 
the Saint, piously consigning both himself and his 
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|m>p^7tbliisownpFotecd0D, Tlie Turks were not 
^mriousto explare theTeoesees of the islaiid ; 8o« to 
iMve trouftile^ tbey cottected eeyanal of tbe mgoki^ 
imd h«dag rttripped theisa; firoceeded so dSi^eiitly 
da tke appiicatibn of the ndbboot, ikat the secret 0( 
•tbe Saint was soon betosyed^ aad iSbe. weabh aod 
^esdios deUir^red'Up.toAe IMdeL Both w^^ 
^carried aavay, ««! . with. Aem eighteen monks^ tbe 
^oompaiiioBs of die bondage of their jBaiiit* How- 
e^par, both 'monkaand relics were aeon afterwards 
redeemed by a pious budii^ lAo prudeiitly {daced 
ithe latter uad^ proteotion of the teoapcmd power 
iresidix^ at Zante, where they stiU remaiJi. 

I ^^^S^'-^Tbe Cave of the Madonna wfiS plundered 
iby the same hands whidi violated that of Dionysius : 
^some velics were also earned away in this case, but 
I ana unaUe to learn their precise natinre, nor can I 
find that Jthey were levernecoyejsed. But it is certain 
^hatibanyjcruel acmes took place, and that some 
bipod wM shed, of which the eternal stain is shewn 
on one of the convent walls. 

^' 6,-^The Cenotaph, of the Saint completes the 
list. of holy things; it is a monument of stone, 
jieatly cut, and adorned widi a modem inscription, 
wUfih was engraved, wd pnthably composed, nt 
' Constimttnople, and it is thus very little in unison 
either with his fountain or bis cave, or with any 
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Other object in this rude and artless island. There 
is a tradition of magnificent gardes formerly flourish- 
ing on the northern coast, winch have been washed 
away by the tempests, and an old sepulchre was lately 
found there, in eat abrupt bank of difficult access, 
which may possibly oontson others. 

<^ Thus you see, among the sacred things of this 
untrayelled spot, how large a proportion still are 
leaves and fountains. You see how little the spirit 
of Its sanctity has been affected by the change oi its 
reHgion-— how little it ceased to be Grecian, when 
it became Christian. These people seem as if they 
could not live except in the actual presence of im- 
mortals ; they are not i9atisfied by their distant pro- 
tection—they will have them down on earth to 
dwell with them. And so it has happened that 
the same fire and restlessness t>f imagination, which 
lent beauty and variety to paganism, which created, 
indeed, its very substance and essence, has turned 
itself to the false adornment of Christianity, sus- 
pending its fantastic decorations over the altar of 
God, and spoiling the simplicity of true religion 
by its vain and incongruous devices.*" 
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. I recollect that these meditatioDS were interrupted 
by the voice of my pilots urgently pressing my im- 
mediate embarkation. I followed most reluctantly, 
for I was leaving. f(Hr ever a place, which had not 
yet lost its charms on jne. And having engraven 
on the walls of my cell a sincere testimonial of gra- 
titude to my hospitable friends, I was attended, by 
them in long procession down to the beach, where I 
recdved their parting salutations, and entered my 
little skiff, under a salute from their whole battery. 
But not thus was I allowed. to depart, near were my 
Gi:ecian hosts on this occasion unmindful of their 
own honour^ or the manners of their forefathers*. 
A young kid, perfectly white, without spot or ble- 
ipisbj was the ^cmov which I found, waiting for me 
on board, and which I turned loose the following 
inorning upon the Zantiote hills. . 
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It has occurred to me Uiat I may have expressed myself 
too generally, or at least too vaguely, in the passage referred 
to ; and as it is much easier to prevent misunderstanding 
than to correct it, I will here endeavour to explain my mean- 
ing somewhat more precisely. 

I intend to say, that the doctrinal errors of the Romish 
church are in themselves innocent of the ahuses which, 
have flowed from them; that their evil consequences were 
neither necessary nor inseparably attached to them ; in short, 
that a man might retain a speculative belief in transubstantia- 
tion, or even in purgatory, without being thereby a worse mem- 
ber of society. But here is the distinction : it is the church 
that has associated its tenets with practical evil — ^it is the 
priesthood that has converted them into instruments of its 
own aggrandizement, (an object which is easily effected as 
soon as a people shall be persuaded to transfer their devotion 
from God to any created thing ;) and as the real doctrines of 
Christianity did not furnish materials which could be turned 
to this purpose, there was no resource, except to substitutor.m 
or superadd others of a more tractable nature. But, separate 
these inventions from the practices which did not necessa- 
nly grow, but were deliberately built upon them, and it 
would be absurd to say, that the mere cold belief in them is 
inconsistent with the discharge of every social duty. 
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I have no intention here, to enter into any general inquiiy 
how far men*8 habits and character may be affected by pecu- 
liar religious opinions, or to dispute that in many cases they 
may and must be so ; the history of our religion abounds 
with instances of gross absurdities and flagrant crimes com- 
mitted through mistaken views of the doctrines and sinrit of 
the GospeL And even in these days, the doctrine of Elec- 
tion (as it is vulgaily understood) is, in its essence, dahger- 
ous ; but its operation is probably restrained in the individual 
conscience of those who profess it by some lurking influence 
of reason and common sense ; and its general consequences 
are obviated by the very constitution of civilised society. 
On the other hand, that imperfect faith which admits the 
hoHness of the Gospel law, but ^sparages the person of the 
lawgiver, can give no cause of apprehension or distrust to 
society, ttiough it be certainly inconsistent with the grateful 
zeal and ardent affection of piety which animates the wor- 
shipper of Christ And thus our remarks will only termi- 
nate in the acknowledged truth, that doctrinal errors, though 
they never can be matters of indifference, should never give 
occasion to personal animosity ; and that they should not 
be made subjects of quarrel or jealous controversy, unless 
Oieir avowed, and necessary consequences be in opposition to 
the general spirit of Christianity, That they can never be 
matters of indiflference is perfecfly clear for many reasons, 
some of which are these : that falsehood is ever a faithless 
and insidious attendant on truth, dishonouring that by whose 
name and protection only she lives and flourishes ; that the 
irrational conclusions which some Christians derive from the 
misinterpretation of Scripture are ever eagerly seized by the 
adversaries of our fi^th, as matters of argument or sar- 
casm against religion itself; and chiefly that Scripture in- 
structs us to believe that the right understanding of God's 
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word is not immaterial to our futmre conditioii. It is true 
that there is no part of our Saviour^s history which we ought 
to place more frequently before our memory, than his 
conduct to the Samaritans; none from which we learn a 
nobler or more heavenly lesson ; yet may we not so read it as 
to suppose, that error is exalted and sanctified, because it is 
pitied and pardoned; or to forget the distinction which He 
draws when he says, '.' Ye worship ye know not what ; we 
know what we worship ; for salvation is of the Jews/* 



THE END. 
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